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InTRODUCTION 3

w212 war 1o #nd 20 wars, 2 holy crunde which would for-

o7 tabluch freedom and justice for the appressed—was
neptalong in the anti-pacifist, ants Socalist hysteria, None-
theless, Lz Guasdia was 2n untiriag champion of the unq:r-
privileged and the exploited,and throughout the war period
e waged an unrelenung struggle agasnst war profiteers.

As the Unpted States emerged from Wonld War 1, La
Cuardia might even then have attained the Congressionat
yature that was to be s a few years later — but his party
intervened In 1919 he was drafted by the New York City
Repub! Fan a3 their candsdate for President
of the Board of Aldermen The Republican machine offered
this arangement {€ La Guardia lost, he still had his Con-
growional seat, ¥ be won, bie ¢oidd have the Republican
nominaton for Mayor two yeans hence, 13 Guardia ran,
nd won, and his career took a new turn

In bringing L Guardia back to New York City from
Wash the Reprabd tutle realized
what 1t wan letung wsell wn for The new President of the
Brrd of Aldermen soon lound hamself at bitter odds with
the conservatne Republican Governor, Nathan L. Miller,
Tefore iny term was out. Lz Guardia openiy broke with
Governor Miller orver the nsuty of a direct primary for

of sateofficiatsand of traction legislation which
nat only threatened New Yark Cuy's mickel subway fare but

i d the very ple of

ipal home tule,
The sate tegnd ., ok 3 by valite ugpuae
Republicans sepealed the direer pmary and handled the
vracion e it themseles L3 Guarday exploded; and
3 punsshment for his defance, he way dsopped by the
Reputdican muckune as thegr prospective candidate for
Mavor La Guarda countered by Qrying his fight $nto a




2 INTRODUCTION

So, La Guardia himself deals with his formative years.
His later jears, as the dynamic Mayor of New York City,
are so well known as not to require recapitulation here.
Perhaps what is most appropriate at this pomnt is to shetch
in some of the highlights of the years in between—~the yeans
that saw La Guardia grow from an enterprising young Re-
publican attarney to the volatile, world-famous Mayor of
New York,

With his election in 1916 as Congressman, La Guardia
arrived politically. He was elected from shat was then
New York's Fourteenth Congressional Distnict, a wildly
heterogeneous district in lower Manhattan which included
the southern section of Greenwich Village, heavily falian:
the western section of Greenwich Village with ats dockyard
area, then heavily Irish: clegant Washington Square and
Lower Fifth Avenue, with upperancome business and
professional people of Anglo-Saxon extraction, and the
northern section of the Lower East Side, a heawsly Jewish
area. He first ran for the seat in 1914 and lost, but he made
2 good shawing, and two years later he became the first
Republican to carry the area since the Conil War In {918,
La Guardia was re-elected as a dual candudate of bath the
Republican and Democratic parues, eanly defeating his
Socialist opponent. This 1918 election was, by the way, the
first and only time that La Guardia and Tammany iall
were to be on the same side.

La Guardia was an able Congressman, but he had not yet
reached his full growth as a liberal leader, For one thing, a
good part of his Congressional service was spent away from
Washington, as a military officer Fven further, World Waz
1 completely inflamed the domestic political scene, and
La Guardia—who believed with Preyident Wilwn that ths
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pressed for Progressive programs, and skiltfully hatassed
the conservatise Congressional leadership i

[ Guardia went to the Midwest to canpaign for his new
fnends, and they came o New Yotk City to do the seme
for lum There was not a complete meeting of the minds
betneen La Guarda and the Midwesterners, he could pot
getthem to jous hamm in Jus crusade against Prohubition, and

they were fearful of his programs for greatly increased, non-
quota i Sull, the Republican P

! {rom
the Midwest were La Guardia's most faithiul friends and

afhies ;n Congress And, s a Congressman from 2 stum area
in the nation's Jargest aaty, a Dustrict populated by explaited
immigrangs, La Guardua lent a new perspective to thns Mid-
western Progressive blog, which was agncultural and sm_nll-
1wn tn backgraund and old stock Amencan i extraction,
L2 Guardia reached a close and fruitiul working relation-
ship with these Midwesterners Probably La Guardia’s out-
sunding sngle concrete accomplishment as a Congressman,
1he magor manument to his Congressional career, 1s 2 il
e cosponsored with one of the Midwestern Progressives.
Senator Cecorge W Notns of Nebraska~the famous Norris

12 Guardia Act which firmly established labor’s nght 10
sollertive Warganing

La Guardi developed a particular affectton for the elder
LaFoflente, the forless Fighung Bob*, and, 1n 1924, when
{3 Follette bulted the Republican TParty to form his awn
Qurd parny Va Guardia fauthtully follow ed ham, There was
Conuderable sentunent 1w New York Cuy for the new Pro
Krewne Pty abate haaded by La Follete and s Viee Pres|

Senna) running mate. Senator Bugton X, Wheeler of Mon

am Regending to these new deselopments, the Socratis
Panty broke with tradition and nominated Ly Guardia.



4 InTroDUCTION

primary, where lie was badly defeated. The successful Re-
publican nominee was eassly defeated at the hands of
Tammany m the municipal election of 1921,

La Guardua then turned to the third major phase of his
political career— he decided to return to Congress Threat
ening to spht the New Yorl State Republivan Party wide
apen, he coned the Republican argamzaton nto support-
ing him for nomination m the Twenneth Congreswonal
District, then centered 1 Fast Harlem, one of the moxt
densely-populated, most poreryy-stricken nesghborhoods in
all the nation. The Twenueth Dustrict femtured endases of
some thurty different national and ethnie groups, almost alf
children of immigrants if not recenc imnugrants themsehes
Italians and jews from Fastern Lurope comprised the tho
largest single groups

In a hardfought, threecornered race, La Guardia de
feated both the Democratic and Soscialist nonunees. And he
won against a statew tde Democraue trend, in the same elec-
tion that put La Guardia back Congress, Alfred £ Smath,
using the issues which La Guardia had dramatired i pre
vious years, ousted Lz Guardia's hated enemy, Governar
Nathan L. Miller. The outcame of the election of 1922 was
douhly sweet for La Guardia

The national mond when La Guardia re entered Con
gress in 1923 was drastically differem from the aumesphere
he encountered 1n his earlier Washington sensce With
1World War I no {onger an wste, the msargem Midnesterny
Republicans, fed by Senator Robert M. La Folete, 51,
wete onte agrin mounting an affeaws ¢ agmna monopolies,
special pri\lﬂrgc. and militaviun This ume, 15 Guardia
joined hands with hiy antiwar, atitr-Bhig Business Republs
can colleagnies from the prairies Tozether, they vigorously
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pressed for Progressve programs, and skillfully harassed
the conservatne Co ional Jeadersh

{2 Guartha went to the Midwest to campaign for his new

friends, and they came to New York Gity to do the same
for um There was not a complete meeting of the minds
between L2 Guardia and the Midwesterners; hF Fo.uld not
getthem 1o join him 10 fus crusade against Prohibition, and
they were fearful of ns programs for greatly ncreased, non-
quon 5till, the Republican Prog: from
the Midwest meve La Guardu's most faithful Friends and
allies 1n Congress And, as a Congressman from a sluem area
1n the matson's largest esty, a District populated by exploted
mmigrants, La Guardia lent a new perspective to this Mid-
western Progressne bloc, which was agricultural and m{.\ll-
wwn 0 background and oldstoch Amenican m extraction,
12 Guardha reached a close and fruitful workung relation-
stap wath these Midunesterners Probably La Guardia's out-
anding ungle concrete accomplishment as a Gongressman,
the major monument ta hus Congressional career, 18 a il
be cosponsored with one of the Midwestern Progressives,
Senztor George W Norms of Nebraska—the famous Norns

£a Lastlia A which firmly established labor's nght 10
witecne barganing

La Guardia developodd 2 particular sflecton for the elder
LaFolletie the fearless "Fighung Bob”, and, 10 1924, when
£3 Fallette bolted the Republican Party 1o form his awn
third pary, La Govardia faithfutly followed himm There was
conuderable senument s New York Caty for the pew Pro.
grevave Pany alate headed by La Foltette and s Vice Pres-
dentia) runming mate: Senator Borton K Wheeler of Mon-
una Responding to these new deselopments, the Sociabst
Party fruke with tradisson ang nontnaied La Guardia~
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primary, where he was badly defeated. The successful Re-
publican nominee was easily defeated at the hands of
Tammany in the municipal election of 1921.

La Guardia then turned to the third major phase of his
political carecr—he decided to return to Congress. Threat-
ening to split the New York State Republican Party wide
open, he cowed the Republican organization into support-
ing him for nomination i the Twentieth Congresstonal
District, then centered in East Harlem, one of the most
densely-populated, most poverty-stricken neighborhoods in
all the nation. The Twentieth District featured enclaves of
some thirty different national and ethnic groups, almost all
children of immig if not recent immg h Ives.
Italians and Jews from Eastern Europe comprised the two
largest single groups.

In a hard-fought, three-cornered race, La Guardia de-
feated both the Democratic and Socralist nominees And he
won against a statewide Democratic trend, n the same elec-
tion that put La Guardia back in Congress, Alfred E. Smuth,
using the issues which La Guardia had dramatzed in pre-
vious years, ousted La Guardia’s hated enemy, Gosernor
Nathan L. Miller. The outcome of the election of 1922 was

doubly sweet for La Guardia.
The national mood when La Guardia re-entered Con-

gress in 1923 was drastically different from the atmosphere
he encountered in his earlier Washington service. With
World War I no longer an issue, the insurgent Midwestern
Republicans, led by Senator Robert M. La Follette, Sr,
were once again mounting an offensive against monopoles,
special privilege, and militarism. This ame, La Guardia
joined hands with his anti-war, anti-Big Business Republ

can colleagues from the prairies. Together, they vigorousty
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presed for Progressive progyams, and skilifully harassed
he ive C 1 feadershi

LaGurdia went \: she Midwest ta campaign for his new
friends, and they came to New York Caty 1o do the same
for lum Thete was not 2 complere meeting of the minds
Between 1a Guardia 3nd the Midwesteraers, he co'uld not
getthemto join ham 1n hus crusade agawnst Prohibition, and
they were feartul of Ius programs for greatly incveased,
Auora Still, the Republican Prog from
the Msdwest were La Guardia’s most fauthful friends and
llies in Congress And, as a Congressman from a slum area
snthe nanon's fargest city, a Dastrict populated by e\[)lm(sd
mmigrants, La Guardia lent a new perspectise to this Mid-
western Progressive bloc, which was agricultural and small-
town in hackground and old-stock American in extraction.
12 Guardia reached a close and frunful working relanon-
shep mith shese Midwesterners Probably La Guardia's out-
sanding yingle concrete plist asa C
the Tmajor monument to s Congressional career, 11 a bill
he wipomsored with one of the Midwestern Progresaives,
Senator George W Noms of Nebrasha—the famous Notris-

{2 Guardia Act whueh firmly established labor's right 10
allectne Warguning,

non-

L2 Guardia des cloped a parueniar affection for the elder
1a Foflette, the fearless “Fighting Bob ', and, 1 1924, when
La Folletre bolted the Republican Party wo form his gwn
thrd paty, 1a Guardia fasthiutly followed hum, There was
Onuderabie senument i New York City for the new Pro-
Frestve Farty state hevded by La Follette and s Viee Presi.
Hengiat funning mate Senator Burton K Wheeler of Mon-
bm Respomding to these new derelopments, the Socaalist
Party broke with tradition and nominated 1a Guardia -
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primary, where he was badly defeated, The successful Re-
publican nomunee was easily deleated at the hands of
Tammany in the mumcipal election of 1921,

La Guardia then turned to the third major phase of his
political career ~ he decided to return to Congress. Threat-
ening to split the New York State Republican Party wide
open, he cowed the Republican onganization into support-
ing him for nomination 1n the Twentieth Congressional
District, then centered in East Harlem, one of the most
densely-populated, most povertystricken netghborhoods in
all the nation. The Twenueth District featured endases of
some thirty different navonal and ethnic groups, atmost all

children of ig if not recent g themselves.
Italians and Jews from Eastern Europe comprised the two
largest single groups.

In a hardfought, threecomered race, La Guardia de-
feated both the Democrauc and Sdaalist nominees. And he
won aganst a statewide Democratic trend: m the same elec-
tion that put La Guardia back in Congress, Alfred E Smuth,
using the issues which La Guardia had dramatized an pre-
vious years, ousted La Guardia's hated enemy, Governor
Nathan L. Mifler. The outcome of the election of 1922 was
doubly sweet for La Guardia.

The national mood nhen La Guardia reentered Con-
gress 1n 1923 was drastically different from the atmosphere
he encountered m his earhier Washingron service, With
World Wiar I no longer an 1ssue, the insurgent Miduestern
Republicans, Jed by Senator Robert M. La Folleste, Sr.,
were once again mounting an offensn € against monopolies,
special privilege, and militarism, This time, 1a Guardia
joined hands with his antwar, anti-Big Business Republi-
can colleagues from the prairies. Together, they vigoronsh
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pressed for Progressive programs, and skilifully harased
the conserrative Congressional Yeadership, .
12 Guardsa went to the Miduest to campaign or hisnew
fruends, and they cxme to New York City to do the «ame
for hum There was not a complete meeting of the minds
between La Guardia and the Midwesterners: he could not
get them to join him in s crusade against Prohibanion, and
they were fearful of hus programs for greatly mereased, non
quon immigravon. Sull, the Repubhtan Progressves from
the Widwest were La Guardia's most fashful friends and
alhes in Congress. And, ata Congressman from a stum area
11 the naton’s largest city, a District populated by exploited
unmigrants, La Guardia Jent 2 new perspective to thes M-
western Progressive bloc, which was agncuttural and smal}-
town m background and old-stock Amnersean in extraction
La Guardua reached a close and ruttful working relatian-
Shep watky these Midwesterness., Probably La Guardia's out-
sanding single concrete accomphishment as a Congressman,
the major monument 1o Ms Congresstonal carees, 15 a il
he cosponsared with one of the Midwestern Progressines,
Senator George W Norus of Nebraska~the famous Norris.
L2 Guardsa Act which firmly established labor's nighe ta
collecuve basgatning
12 Guardia developed a particular affection for the elder
LaFollette, the fearless “Fighung Bob”, and, 1n 1924, when
La Foltette bolted the Republican Party ta form his own
third party, La Guarda fahiully followed him, There was
considerable sentiment 1 New York City for the new Pro-
gressive Party state beaded by La Follewe and his Vice Press
denuial running mate, Senator Burgon K. Wheeler of Mon.
wna Responding to these new developments, the Socialist
Party broke with traditior and nomunated La Guardia~
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who worked with La Guardia on preparation of the aue
biography, refers to his personal experiences to discuss 1a
Guardia the Mayor and La Guardia the personality, of
the latter, nothing further need be added here except that
a reformer who could characterize and airily dismiss re-
splendent tycoons as “social cooties” indisputably brought
a unique and richly hilarious style to the serious matter of
political reform. It is no reflection on Al Smith to suggest
that, even more than he, Fiorello H La Guardia deserved
Franklin D. Roosevelt's famous appellation of “The Happy
Warrior."

HEenry M. CHRISTAAN
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Wm:x ove TinsEs of Fiorello La Gunrd‘u—au{l a
great many peaple tn this and ather nations will be.mmk-
ing of him and missing him for many years—-one thinks of
a man of P ntegrity, imp g ush

encrgenc abihity and colorful passion. Those who dx_:hked
hum-and, bemng a man of Little caution, he made hns ene-
mies—wall perhaps recall his choleric quality and his inflex-

tbie convictions He was sure he was night, and he was not
always sure other men were right.

There were people of all poltical parties and economic
beliefs whom he vespected greatly and worked with closely,
and they were usually the hind of men and women who
have meant most 1o the progress of Ametican society. He
10id me once that he never claimed to be an intimate of
Frankhn D Roosevelt's but that he had had the privilege
of working with hum intumately on wmportant things. The
late Senators George W, Norris and Robert M. La Follette
were men La Guardia histened to and worked with. There
wese people whom he heartily despised and made 2 Yot of
trouble for.

1 beheve that next to Franklin D, Roasevelt Fiorello La

Guardia was the most creative statesman whose services the

American public has enjoyed in recent times, Becanse of
9
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who worked with La Guardia on preparation of the auto-
biography, refers to his personal experiences to discuss L2
Guardia the Mayor and La Guardia the persomality, Of
the fatter, nothing further need be added here except that
a reformer who could characterize and anly dismiss 1&
splendent tycoans as “social cooties™ indisputably brought
2 unique and richly hilarious style ta the serious matter of
political reform, It is no reflection on Al Smith to suggest
that, even more than he, Frorelio H La Guardia deserved
Franklin D Roosevelt's famous appeliation of “The Happy
‘Warrior ™

HENRY M. CoRISTMAN



INTRODUCTION

1"
cemed slmost as if the United States had lost in his death
a great social power plant.

xFr,axly n h{epwh g\xudh developed his pﬁncipllu and
ambitions, which went hand in hand throughout his great
areer. He was eager to be a Congressman, and h? lovn.i
being one, as he reveals in the following pages. it is obvi-
ous from the papers in his files that he also wamrd_ 1o be
Mayor of New York, where he was born and which he
loved. He started running for Congress in 1914 and actu-
ally made it in 1916, He started running for Mayor in
1821 and actually made it in 1933, If he had lived longes,
he would have liked to have gone back to Congre, either
av2 Senator or 2 Represemative from New York.

The part of his autobiography which La Guardia was
sble 1o complete before his death on Septeraber 20, 1917,
and which is herewith presented, covers his easly activities
1 Anzona and New York, the development of his career
abroad, his work with the lmumigration Sevvice, his prac.
tice as 2 young Jawyer and Deputy Attorney General of the
State of New York, early political campaigns, his first years
0 Congress, bis war service in Italy during World War 1,
and his principal interests as a Congressman grappling
with the postawat problermn of World War 1. 1n a later
book about him, T shall attempt 2 full account of the te-
mamder of his controversial and constructive career as
Cengressman, Mayor, Director-General of UNRRA, and
colummst and radio commentator,

This book consists of the material Fiorello La Guardia
dictated and edited during the last six months of his life,
vhen 3 was working with him on the research for his
autobiography. It comprises 2 complete agcount of his
life, as he saw it, Erom 1882, when he was barn, uatil 1919,



10 INTRODUCTION

the constructive and colorful twelve years he put in as
Mayor of New York, people have forgotten to some extent
the extraordinary service he performed during the four-
teen years he served in the House of Representatives, and
very few realize that his public service began even before
then, when he worked as an American consular agent in
Europe before the first world war, aided immigrants pour-
ing into Elis Island previous to that war, and fought for
the civil liberties of striking garment workers before the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union was organized. As
the following autobiographical chapters reveal, La Guardia
began to be concerned about the state of the world, and
particularly that of his native United States, as soon as he
was able to read the newspapers with any degree of con-
centration.

In the course of his Congressional career, La Guardia
was on the progressive side of every domestic and foreign
controversy in the years between the two world wars. Dur-
ing the first war he fought personally as an aviator, and
during the second he worked feverishly as Director of Ci-
vilian Defense, as Mayor of the largest port of embarkation
for troops and supplies in the country, and as American
chairman of the Joint Canadian-American Defense Board.
After the war, and after his retirement as New York's most
effective Mayor, he became the most dynamic director of
the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administra-
“012 Guardia foughe aggressively, shrewdly and amusingly
gor the things he believed in so intensely. He ff:ughz bLit
terly and sometimes hilariously against the cw.lx .hc op

. The achievements of this physically diminutne
tman who had so much irascible energy are so many that ut
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10 facredible amount of this mail and read practicatly alt
ofit.

Though formally 2 Republican-—beesse he :uuldn'}
womach Tammany in New Yorh—La Guardia never hesi-
tated to leave his pary resenvation whenever hiy views
were difierent from those Who controlled that party—and
they were often different. Though he refused to be Tegu-
Lar, La Guardia was as astite as the tegulars at the game of
politacs, which, as this book, shows, he early cultivated as
s art. He knew well how to play potitics, but he was
never a political boss, o7 even a political leader. He built
excellent machunery for getting elected each time he ran
for Congress ot for Mayor, bug that machinery was stored
without o1l until the nexe election, when the Tust was
Tubbed off, and the process started all over again, Thou.
tands of enthustastic citizens always offered their services
tohelp run the La Guardia election machinery.

L2 Guardia’s main tenet was that an officeholder, big or
small, must gyve 2 " 1 dmi

tutical
polutical,

1%
ton.” Thiswas the basis of his fanh in his ability ta give
good government Fe felt that the reason William Jay
Gaynor and John Purrey Murchel, two of his predecessors
s Mayor of New York, whom he admired greatly, had not
completely succeeded was that they gave politicians some-
thing or gnized oblig; to politict He was
fiercely determined not to make the same mistakes.

In his close 10 details as Congy Mayor
or radio commentator, La Guardia amazed friends and
foes. He worked fong hours at bas desk, continued to work
while nding 1n his car, chased around checkin
federal officials when he was in Congress,

when he was Mayor. e belped plan

cking up on
on city employees
and construct na.
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when he returned to Congress from war service. In his
case, unlike that of some other public figures, his early ca-
reer was not one of mere play, growth and study. He could
not afford much leisure, though he seemed to have plenty
of fun, and he was too restless to wait for opportunities.
He grasped tasks that other young men would have hesi-
tated to undertake, and he learned whatever he needed to
know as e went along. His early experiences foreshadow
his later activities, and the personality he was born with
was essentially the same as he later became famous for. My
task in this book primarily has been permitting that per-
sonality to express itself through the material La Guardia
left and organizing that material into chapters of autobi-
ography. The tash of telling the story of his entire career,
appraising the manifold activities he engaged in and por-
aying the personality of the man as Congressman, Mayor
nd statesman-at-large remains to be done.

La Guardia’s personality has been the subject of count-
55 anecdotes and reminiscences since his untimely death.
{¢ had become more than a Congressman from New York
1 a mayor of that city. He became, in fact, a legendary

i to some people, who wrote him their troubles and

Jmrather than sending them to their own Congressmen

weyors. He also became the object of vituperation by

i yizwho thought him a wild radical. The engraved sta-
h\ eovof brolers and bankers and the dechle-edged paper
3 \jv‘i’l men and women living on income from invest-

. mﬁong the huge number of letters in his files, con-
1 uirﬂé‘s““‘P criticism and the angry abuse, by and

mg,‘j:'rulcd paper of the poor, won:lcd about where
Atch of canned goods was coming from, usually

their ne " I
mnu!'ntl‘\k encouragement: Go to it.” He answered
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2n incredible ammount of this mail and read practically all
of it.

Though formally a Republican—because he couldn‘.z
stomach Tammany in New York—La Guardia never \}m-
tated to leave s party reservation whenever his views
were different from those who controlled that party—and
they were often dafferent. Though he refused to be regu.
tar, La Guardia was as astute as the regulars at the game of
politics, whach, as this book. shows, he early eultivated as
Tus art. He knew well how to play poluics, but he was
never a political boss, or even a political leader. He buil
exeellent machinery for getting elected each time he an
for Congress or for Mayor, but that machinery was stored
without o1} unul the next election, when the Tust was
Tubbed off, and the process started all over agan. Thou-
sands of enthusiastic citizens always offered their services
to help run the La Guardia election machinery.

La Guatdia’s main tenet was that an officeholder, big or
small, must gve a “non-political, non-pastisan administra-
tion ™ Thiswas the bans of tus faith 1a his ability to mee
good government He felt that the reason William Jay
Gaynor and John Purroy Mtchel, two of his predecessors
1 Mayor of New York, whom he admired greatly, had not
corapletely succeeded was that they gave politicians some-
thing or vecognized obligations to politicians, He was
fiercely determined not to make the same mistakes,

In fus close ion to details a5 Cong , Mayor
or tadio commentator, La Guardia amazed friends and
foes, He worked long haurs at tus desk, continued to work
while nding in his car, chased around
federal officials when he was in Congress,
when he was Mayor He helped plan

checking up on
on ity employees
and construct na-
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tional defense, city improvements and developments, read
most of the complaints of the citizens, and was frequently
critical of his own associates and the press when he felt
they did not appreciate what he was trying to do or were
not helping him to do it.

His attention to minute detail sometimes made me
think of a small shopkeeper with a big heart, who emerges
from the back of the store whenever he hears the tinkle of
the bell attached to the door, and seems to be saying, some-
times gruffly, but always sincerely: “I'm here; what do you
want?” And yet, from watching La Guardia at work even
during the last months of his life when he was in ill health,
1 got the impression of the most effective executive I had
ever seen in action. He was deadly in his earnestness,
brusque in his demands and neser satisfied with his own
results. Whenever he wrote an article, he was sure it
wasn't good enough, and he fussed with it until the last
possible moment before publication in the effort to make
it better. At the same time, he had to an extraordinary
degree the ability to make up his mind quickly and the
instinct for the side of a controversy he was going to regard
as right.

Lz Guardia's impatience and irascibility, of which much
has been made, were part of his carnestness, for in spite of
a gy comedian’s sense of theatre, he was not a sanguine
man. He was always too worried about the world to take
it easily, and during those last terrible months when he
was visibly wasting away, e tried to accomplish mgrc than
most men undertzhe in their prime. It was during that
period that he dictated the last parts of this book. sand-
wiched in between letters to President Tmm:fn and Secre-

tary of State Marshall, advice to people worricd about in-
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cexses in their rents or about losing their mofiey 0 loan
sharks. He kept up his constant watfare against boss rule
in New York and used some of his remaining s.mngd\' [
1y to persuade his own government not to tie polf’u?l
strings o relief of other nations and 10 be generous in ity

admission of duplaced persons. And ufuil ‘hf day of his
death he ined the champion of displ persons at
home.

What made La Guardia such a good public speaker was
that he was deeply sincere about whatever he was discuss-
ing and a great actor in his ability to make that sincerity
felt. He studied carefully, but he talked extemporane-
ously He told me that he had seldom written out a speech
in advance when ke tatked on the Roor of the House,
mesely taking with him sheaves of notes, satistics and re
ports he might need, I bad Tunch with him the day of the
evening of his Tast public appearance, in Casnegie Hall
Teceive the One World Award. “How long are you going
to talk, Major¥" Tasked, “As long as L can hold thers,” he
said quickly He wrote out his broadcasts and tehearsed
them, but he was as likely as not to change them in mid-
air. He liked fun, and realized perfectly when he was put-
ting over a gaod joke in public. His speeches and radio
talls, whether as C Mayor or
managed to be intimate and at the s3me time significant,

.Fm all the publicity and acclaim which La Guardia re-
teived and c.our(:&, he was a singularly modest man, |
remember his p}ckxng up a telephone one day in the spring
of 1947 and saying to a man from whom he was seeking in.
formation or a radro broadcast:

"Dr. Brown, my name's
LaGuardia Y don’t know whether you remembe;! e, but
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I met you a few years ago,” and then going on to ask for
shat he wanted.

All right, he changed the name of Sixth Avenue to the
Avenue of the Americas, and he asked children to peach
on their fathers when they were betting on the horses; he
lost his temper violently and seemed to some men ungrate-
ful for the work they had done with or for him. But mil-
lions of people will always love him for his statement:
*When I make a mistake, it's a beaut,”" and many more
millions will realize more and more as the record of his
great career unfolds, that he was creatively on their side in
every important public issue, internationally, nationally

and Jocally, for about forty years.
M. R. Werner



CHAPTER 1

Avizona Influences

1
Iwrmsz £VERY conventional autobiography should start
with one's birth, hard times dustag childhaod and a gre e
deal of family background. There is no pretense that d.us
tsa conventional autohiography. It is my purpose to wilte
an account of public service and personal expevience, with
emphasis on the many impartant issues invo\v:ed and the
men, women and children with whom I came into contact
in various parts of the world,

Ihave 2 bicth ceruficate to prove xmy bixth in New York
City on December 11, 1882. That should take care of that.
That is morte than my brather Richard had, for he was
born later at Fort Sully, an Army past in the then Terri-
101y of Dakota, but never had Yegal proot that he was alive.

My parents were immigrants. Mother was bom in
Tueste, and Father was born in Foggia, Italy. I came
along some three or four years after their passage through
Castle Garden. Father was a musician. From what 1
iearned later, the famuly had 2 modest but comfortable
apartment in New York when 1 was born, Mother was a
pretty hutle ymmigrant girl and had made friends in the
neaghborhood,

Two of these friends my mother had made, by the time

1 came along, were the mothers of sons who became asso-
11
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ciated with my activities in New York City. Mrs. Charles
Kahler's son Charlie became a Tammany leader and a
great influence in that organization. We always remained
good friends, though I did put Charhe out of business.
My mother's other friend was the mother of Dr. John
Wade, who became during my admunistration Superin-
tendent of Schools in New York, the greatest schoo} system
in the entire world. I had nothing to do with his promo-
tion, but we developed 2 senumental feehng for each
other, though I did not meet him untl I became President
of the Board of Aldermen in 1920.

Mrs. Kohler was a sweet lady of Swiss origin. She was
most kind to me at a time when [ needed 1. When I was
a clerk in the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Chnl-
dren at §10 a week in 1906, Mrs. Kohler managed to feed
and board me within my modest income during the three
months that T held that job. She also took up the cudgels
in ry behalf politieally or otherwise. When § was running
for Congress in 1916 from a district in Greenwich Vallage,
Charlie Kohler was a Tammany big shot in that Congres-
sional district. One Saturday night when nearly every
comer was covered with @ truck and red hghes and a cam-
paign meeting, Mother Kohler was coming home from her
Saturday night shopping, Joaded with bundles, bags and
baskets. She stopped at one of the strect corner meetings
1o listen and heard a Tammany orator lambaste me, telhing
the people that I was an immugrant just artived, nothing
but a “wop,” and not fit to represent the great HMith Con-

ional District in Washi My op then rep-
:escming that great district in Congress, was President of
the National Liquor Dealers’ Assocsation. Mother Koliter
shouted out: “That's notso, that's a lie! Fiorello was born
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right it this district! And you wait (il Charlic gets home,
Til fix him Cut that out and tell the truthl” And did
Charlie get it when he came homel .

T2 only a few months old when my father joined the
Army, He was the leader of the 11th US. Infantry Band,
We went through South Dakota, but of course I have very
liele recollection OF our time there, just one hazy child.
hood memory of a praine fire. From there the regiment
was mored to Madison Barracks, Sacketts Harbor, New
York, and then to Arizona,

Allmy boyhood memories are of those Arizona days, To
me that 15 traly God's country~1 love everything about it,
Perhaps my memories of Arizona are so pleasant because
1 had a happy, wholesome boyhood. My patents were of
the doting kind-~too much love for their children and not
the best of judgment in guiding their education; some-
thing for which I paid dearly in later years when 1 had to
make up the deficiencies

Our first Army station in Axizona was at Fort Huachuea,
where we amved in the late ‘eighuies, Its location, miles
and wiles trom uthan civilizaton, s

‘barren hills ang
bleak dings made it ) i d

gly an
undesiable for grown-ups but = paradise fora little boy.
We could ride burres, Our playground was not measured
1 acres, or city blocks, but sn ymiles and miles. We conld
do just ahout everything a little boy dreams of, We walked
with miners and Indians. We assocmted with soldiers, and
we leatned 1o shoot even when we were s stgall the gun
Bad to be held for us by an elder My farmly had a two.
room ‘dobe house, with a detached kitchen, The kitchen
{nd 2 canvas sook, and the house had plank sides ang floor-
ing. Tt sure looked great to a small boy. ’
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Our Army post school had one teacher, a soldier of Brit-
ish birth, I was too young to know how good he was as a
teacher, but I did know that he wielded a mean ruler and
certainly knew how to apply it to the calves of our legs,
leaving black and blue marks as a reminder until the next
application.

From Fort Huachuca our regiment was moved to
Whipple Barracks, near Prescott, Arizona. My memories
of Prescott are that it was the greatest, the most comforta-
ble and the most wonderful city in the whole world, what-
ever anybody might say about New York or Paris. People
were so nice. Father was popular in the town, and, as
children of the Army bandmaster, my sister and I, though
little kids, performed for all sorts of benefits. I played the
comnet, and Gemma the violin, while Father accompanied
us on the piano.

The setting of Prescott was about as beautiful as any I
have ever seen since, I have indelible memories of the
early moming grandeur of Point of Rocks, Granite Dell,
San Francisco Peak and Thumb Butte.

Army life was quite different in the eighteen eightics and
*nineties from what it is today. The pay of an enlisted man
was $9 a month. The food was real, honest-to-goodness he-
man Army foed. Soldiers were tough. They had to be to sur-
vive existing conditions. All the officers were West Point
men. A first lieutenant was ‘way past middle age before he
wasin line for promotion toa captaincy. Thedistncuon be-
tween commissioned officers and enlisted men was great.
And that distinction went all the way down to the kids on
the post. Itnever bothered me very much because I.did not
adhere to such rules, I would just as soon fight with an
officer’s kid as I would with anyone clse. Many of my ex-
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periences 35 an Army brat were usefn] to me when as 2
Tegilator T had o study bills affecting our Army and could
apply this firsthand knowledge. .

1 2ttended the public school in Prescott. 1 thought it
was s grand school. At ficse we bhad three or four teachers
and later on a staff of five or six, They came from vatious
pasts of the United States. From whar 1 heard later, Twas
2 headache to every one of them. 1 have had a great deal
todo with teachers since then: twelve years as Mayor, with
36,000 of them in our school system  Maybe it is senti-
ment, but that bunch of Arizona public school teachers
still seems to me about the best in the whole world. And
that does not mean that I was not walloped by them.

Lena Coaver was my favortte, and 1 was taunted by the
kids for being teacher's pet. She was the prettest little
thing She looked so young. She carme from lowa Normal,
and, as the Prescott job was her first, she was jittery about
it We were quick to catch her pervousness. We made the
mostof 11 She learned a Yot from us, and 1 used to tell her
in later years that we, and not the Towa Normal Schoo),
made her 3 teacher On the first day she corrected my
arithmeuic paper. Some of the examples were wrong, and
she did not nouce them. The next day I purpasely gave
some wrong answers. Againt the paper came back marhed
worieet Like the fresh Jad 1 was, L went up to her desk the
next day and said, “Look here, teacher, you better Yearn
anthmetic 1f you are going to teach us,” and 1 pointed out
the rqisz:k:s to her. Was her preuty little face redf ell
sh.c ::i learn arithmetic, and by the time we were d\mug};
with her she could put us thraugh 4
Muss Lena hives m‘;.os Angcles:g e mashematical ropes.

and I have seens her f;
rom
ume 1 tmne  The same mutual affection thar existed
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during the time when I 'was the bane of her existence exists
today. She thinks ! am a great statesman, and I think she
is a great teacher, which just about makes us even.®

2

‘What I saw and heard and learned in my boyhood days
in Arizona made lasting impressions on me. Many of the
things on which I have such strong feelings—feelings which
some of my opponents have regarded as unreasonable ob-
sessions—were first impressed on my mind during those
carly days, and the knowledge I acquired then never Ieft
me. On some of those things I believe I am so right in my
attitude that I remain uncompromising.

For instance, there is the professional politician. Though
1 have been in politics for well over forty years, I loathe
the professional politician. I have never been a regular, 1
have fought political machines and party politics at every
opportunity. This attitude had its origin in the loudly
dressed, slick and sly Indian agents, political appointees, I
saw come into Arizona. The first time I ever heard the
word politician was at Fort Huachuca, when I was still a
small child. The word was applicd to those Indian agents.
1 learned afterwards that they got the jobs because they
were small-fry ward heelers. Isaw hungry Indians, and the
Little Indian kids watched us while we munched a Kansas
apple or ate a cookie Mother baked. I knew, even as 2
child, that the government in Washington provided food
for all those Indians, but that the “politicians” sold the
rations to miners and even to general stores, robbing the

« Miss Lena Coover flew from Lot Angeles 1o New York 10 attend her
former pupil's funcral. ALR ¥
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Indians of the food the govemment provided for them.
That was my first contace with “politicians.”

1 had my first experience with 2 lobby when 1 was about
twelve, My father received a letter from someone in Wash-
ingron stating that the pay of band leaders could be in-
creased to $160 2 month. The pay was then 360 a month.
“The letter also stated that band leaders could become com-
mismoned officers. I can see the gleam in Dad's eye to this
day as he fancied himself adomed with shoulder straps.
I all seemed so easy: just sign the agreement ta pay one
manth’s salary when the bill became the Jaw, and no fur-
ther obligation except to send 350 for necessary cxpenses,

Even as a kid | could not understand this, Why the ex-
penses? There were hints in the letter that it was necessary
ta see certzin Representatives and Senators, and that there
were dishursements to be met. It was rather crude. But
this technique of the nineties didn’t differ so mnch from
the technique of our own ‘forties. 1 don't know why, but
Lele snstinctively thae ic was wrang. And Mother was on
my side. 1 figured it out that if the men in the various
Tegments at our post sent in this money, it would amount
to $2,250, That was a lot of money in those days. “T's a
fake, a swindle,” 1 shouted, and when 1 ran out of adjec-
twves in denouncing the scherae to my father, 1 resorted 10
what to me hay always been the most odious thing you
could say about people, “They're 2 bunch of politicians *
Father, a musician, who never bothered with politics, wa:
soon talked out of joining the plan. The band ltade'n o‘

1he Armoy are still waiting for thoss shonlder 8trape so
of ;\\;m‘; sent thewr money to get. Pe som
My Anzona days made a Tasting impression on

tinhom™ and his ways. Professionat gamblers in‘:\:eofvr,:



22 THE Marme oF Ax InstrorNT
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small child. The word was applied to those Indian agents.
I learned afterwards that they got the jobs because they
were smallfry ward heelers. I'saw hungry Indians, and the
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* Miw Lema Coovet fiew from Los Anstlcr to New Yord o attend ber
former pupis funcral MRT
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Tt all seemed sa easy: just sign the agreement to pay oue
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10 see certain Representatives and Senators, and that there
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sessions—were first impressed on my mind during those
carly days, and the knowledge I acquired then never left
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the professional politician. I have never been a regular, I
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opportunity. This attitude had its origin in the loudly
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« Msss Lena Coover flew from Los Angeles to New York to attend her
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an exceptional dream, she would risk 2 quarter, She never
won, No one else I knew ever won. The game did not last
very long in Prescott and folded up after a few months, 1
figured it out then as nothing but petty larceny from the
pockers of the poor, and showed my mother how she
couldn’t win.

1 was astounded when 1 finally returned to New York
to Tive in 1906 to find the great influence there of profes-
sional gamblers, numbers monarchs, and big “bookies,”
among others, with close pohitical and judicial mnflcctions.
‘They also had many, many friends among the press. Ido
not mean the reporters. It is easy for this scum of society,
these economic vermin, to make friends when they are
able to take bets and pay cash if the influential one “ha;
pens” to win, and to give unlimited credt i€ Mr, Big Shot
bappens to lose. They are no good. They never were any
good in Prescout, or New Yorl, and they never will be any
good anywhere.

Another early mmpression that made its mark on my
wind was gamed from watching the railroad being built
between Ashfork, Prescort and Phoenix. There was no
machinery used then It was all manpowes 2nd draft ani-
mals. The laborers were all immgrants, mostly Mexicans
and liabians If a laborer was injured, he lost his job. If
he was kifled, no one was notified, because there was no
Tecord of hus name, address oy family, He just had a num.
brr. As construction moved on, 1t Tefy in its wile the in
jured, the jobless, the stranded victims, Even as 2 yaung
boy, thus struck me as all wrong, and I thought about it
great deal The more 1 thought about i, the tess able was
1 10 make sense out af that Jand of sttuation.
when 1 studied taw,

Years later,
1 learned about such things ag "z
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were known as “tinkorns.” To me they have been “iin-
horns™ ever since. But there is one thing that could be
said about the professional gambler of over a half century
ago in the West: if he was alive, it was a fair assumption
that he had not been caught gypping. Gamblers and sa-
loonkeepers were an important part of pioncer Western
life, but they were never 2 reputable part of the commu-
nity. I remember very well how it used to be said thata
gambler or a saloonkeeper could not join the Masons or
the Elks, Gamblers were tolerated and patronized but not
accepted. If a “tinhom” in the West was caught cheating,
e would never play another game—and there was no coro-
ner’s inquest. \Vhen I became Mayor of New York, I did
my best to make life unpleasant for “tinhorns.” They did
not bave so worry about being shot when caught red-
handed, but they were made to fear the Jaw.

My first attempt at applied mathematics—1 must have
been fourteen or fifteen then~was to figure our the per-
centage against the player in a crap game, a faro game and
what was then called “policy,™ now known as “the num-
bers” and other fancy names as well as the old name “pol-
icy.” Nearly every saloon in Prescott, Arizona, had ijts
gambling deparcment, mainly crap, faro and some Chinese
game. There was, of course, a good deal of poler played—
not under professional auspices. These games must have
been exciting, according to the stories we hids would hear
the guns were I1zid on the table at easy reach, and of course
the games were on the Jevel.

Then “policy” came ta town. Iremember Mother tethng
me that it was the same as Lotto, which was sponsored 1n
her native Trieste by the city or the state. Mother would
play a tencent policy slip almost every week. If she had
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time later, s 2 member of Congress, that Lhad the oppar
tnity of taking part in preparing the R:nh\.rays Lakm: At
and in the passage of the Norris-La Guardia f\n(mﬂjuﬂc-
tion Act. The job 15 not yet completed. Satisfactory ma-
chnery for equitable and just settlement of labnr.dupum
is still required, 1 do hope some day to see that job com-
pleted.

I aho got my first glimpse of racial feeling bom of
ignorance, out there in Arizoma, I must have been about
ten when a street organ-gunder with a monkey blew into
1own He, and particularly the monkey, artracted a great
deal of attention. 1 can still hear the cries of the kids: “A
Qago with a monkey! Hey, Fiorello, you're 2 dago too.
Where's your monkey?” It hurt. And what made it worse,
along came Dad, and he started to chatter Neapolitan with
the organ-grinder. He hadn't spoken Italizn in many
years, and he seemed to emjoy it. Perhaps, too, he con-
sidered the organ-grinder 2 fellow musician. At any rate,
he promptly anvited him to our house for 2 macareni din-
ner. The kids taunted me for 2 long time after that, 1
couldn’t understand it. What difference was there he.
tween us? Somne of therr families hadn't been in the coun-
uyany longer than mine.

1 have heard Gilbert and Sullivan's Pingfore in almost
exery language, in many countries, and in the readition of
the song, “For He 13 an Englishman,” the tradstionat ges-
ture mumicking the organ-gunder and the word “Eyeta-
Jizn™ always annoyed me.

Early w my first administration a3 Mayor,
report by the Fobice Department showed LhZ& ;n:’x:ni:
bb'!uc\cs to iree traffic was the nuisanice of the street ogrg:m.
grinder. Tt was with a great deal of gusto that T banned
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sumed risk,” “the fellow servant rule,” “contributory neg-
ligence,” and other similar principles of law, all for the
benefit of the employer. I still thought they were all
wrong, and later, as a legistator, I did what little 1 could
to have these antiquated eighteenth century rules of law
changed. None of them are in use today. Employers’ lia-
bility, workmen’s compensation laws for injury, safeguards
against accidents, sanitary and safety Jaws in factories and
for other jobs, unemployment insurance have taken their
place. It was this early glimpse of the condition of work-
ing people, of their exploitation and their utter Jack of
protection under the law, which prompted me to take an
interest on their side in society. I hope I have made a con-
tribution 1o progress in this respect.

1 remember when the troops were called out to guard
the property of the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad during the
great Puliman strike of 1894. I was twelve years ald then,
and it was the first strile I ever knew. 1 was deeply inter-
ested. The whole thing had started with a small group of
workers in the bedding department of the Pullman Com-
pany. and it spread until it became a general railroad
strike throughout the entire country. Even then, as a boy.
it occurred to me that surely there should be some way of
settling labor disputes of this kind, and that the law should
afford equal protection to both sides. I recognized the
necessity for President Cleveland's order that there should
be no interference with transportation of the United States
mail. But I did not quite understand why it was unlawful
for employees to inform other employees of grievances, or
why they should be kept away from one another by a court
mandate, enforced by bayonets of United States soldiers.

These memories were very helpful. It was nearly a life-
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the Italians’ jnstruments were rented to them by padrones
at exorbitant fees. Their Yicenses from the city were in
veality licenses to beg. About a year before 1 b:u:m:d the
organ grinders, 1 had terminated the contracts with moust
cians on city ferry boats on the grounds thas these were
merely licenses to beg issued by the cuty. Despite these rea-
soms, which | gave to my correspondents in answer to their
protests, the defenders of the hurdy-gurdy men hept on
wrining to me for over a year, and some of them wamed
me that they wouldn’t vote again for a man without 2 soul.

3

The peoptle of the territary of Arizona could nat vote in
national elections. They had a delegate in the House of
Representatives who could talk for them, but who had no
vote. In the McKinteyByran Presidential campaign of
1836, though the people of Atizona could not vote, there
Was a great deal of campaigning that year for the election
of this territonal delegate and for local offices. Arizona,
being in he sitver belt, leaned toward the Democratic side,
The Democrats were then connidered the liberal party and
the Republicans the consertatives, Like people in all
newly settled temtory, the people of Arizona leaned to-
ward the socalled liberal side. I was going ont fourteen
years old now, and this exating Presidential campaign was
the firsy in which T was able to take interest.

1t was during my boyhood 1 Atizona tha 1 firs learned
abont corrupt locat government, and 1 got my political
education from Pulitzer’s New York World, We had two
fewspapers in Prescott, the Journal Miner and the Pres
cott Courter These were typical Bret Harte Western
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the organ-grinder [rom the streets of the City of New York.
It caused some resentment among those who were senti-
mental about organ-grinders. One woman came up ta me
at a social function and berated me mildly for depriving
her of her favorite organ-grinder. “Where do you live?"
I asked. “Park Avenue,” she said. *“What floor?” “The
fourteenth,” she answered.

In addition to the fact that I never did like organ-
grinders ever since my days of ridicule in Prescott when
that one organ-grinder came to town, I felt that they made
our traffic problem in New York more difficult. I was ac-
cused by some New Yorkers who liked them of having no
sentimental feelings about organ-grinders, of having no
soul, of oppressing the poor, of neglecting more important
things to deprive old residents and young children of their
pleasure. Some of my correspondents were genial and
some were angry. Comelia Otis Skinner, Beatrice Kauff-
man, Viola Irene Cooper were among the literary de-
fenders of the hurdy-gurdy. Petitions were got up urging
me to rescind the order. My answer to my critics was that
there had been a time when the hurdy-gurdy was the only
means of bringing music to many people. That was also
the time before automobiles filled our streets. With the
advent of the phonograph and the radio that time had
passed. Free public concerts in parks, Iibraries, museums
and other public places had given ample opportunsty to
hear music. But, more iunporaant, traffic conditions had
changed. Children were endangered by trucks and other
auromobiles when they gathered in the middle of streets
to hear and watch the organgrinders. Also, the simple,
sentimental hurdy-gurdy man had become a victim of a
racket. My sentimental correspondents did not realize that
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publican Party. 1ywas young and innocent. A party in the
minotity cannot help being good and pure. "That seemed
the only avenue I could choose at the time in xfxder to
carry out my boyhood dreams of going to work against cor-
Tupt government,

4

There was, of coutse, great excitement at Whipple Bar-
tacks 1n Prescott when the news reached us that the US.
battleship Afame had been blown up in the harbor of
Havana, Cuba, on the fifteenth of February 1398, The
Postal Telegraph operator in Prescott pasted up Associated
Press bulleuns on the Maine disaster as soon as they came
1, and along with the other children of Army men, as well
23 the parents, 1 watched and waited eagerly for the latest
news. We expected war momentarily, especially after the
news came that two hundred and fifty American lives had
been lost.

Within about ten days, orders came for our regiment to
get itself ready for war. Inventories were taken. The
equipment of some other regiments and of National
Guard units was not up to date, but our regiment had the
tmodern Krag-jorgensen rifies. Some of our noncommis-
sioned officers had seen service in the Civil War,

As the weels passed and there was still no declaration of
war, there was a feehing in our military circles that Presi.
dent McKinley was hesitating too long. But it finally came
on Apnl twenty-fifth, and our regiment was soon sent ta
Jefterson Barracks, 5t. Louis, Missouti. Tt remained there
for a few days and then went into camp at Mobijle, Alz.
bama, but the families of the officers and enliseq m;:n Te.
Mained in quarters at Jefferson Barracks, i
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newspapers, devated mostly to local news. When the Sun.
day edition of the New York IVorld arrived in Prescott on
the following Friday or Saturday, I would rush to Ross's
drugstore where it was on display. There I had looked at
the first funny sections I had ever seen, featuring the Yel-
low Kid. From that comic strip came the expression “yel
low journatism.” 1 have enjayed the comics ever since.

When I got home with the Sunday World, I would care-
fully read every word of the }Vorld's fight aganst the cor-
rupt Tammany machine in New York. That was the
period of the lurid disclosures made by the Lexow investi-
gation of corruption in the Police Department that ex-
tended throughout the political structure of the city. The
papers then were filled wath stories of starthing crookedness
on the part of the police and the poliucians in New York.
Unlike boys who grew up in the city and who hear from
childhood about such thnngs as graft and corruption, the
amazing disclosures hit me like a shack. Icould not under-
stand how the people of the greatest city n the country
could put up with the vice and crime that existed there.
A tesenument against Tammany was created in me at that
time, which I admit is to tlus day almost an obsession. But
1 did not become cynical or lose faith n government. I
was certain that good people could elimmate bad people
from public office. But as I grew older, my hatred of cor
rupt politicinns and my feeling against dishonest and in-
efficient government increased with the years in proportion
with my experience of it.

When I went to live in New York again after my return
from Europe in 1906, Tammany was once more all-power-
ful. 1t was the era of “honest graft.” When I had to choose
a political party, my choice was easy. I joined the Re-
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. He was killed in action during the famous charge on
Sun Juan HilL i

One of the warst scandals of our entire military history
ocaurted during this short Spanish-American War and
madeaYasting impresssion upon e, for my father was one
of its victirns, Corrupt contractors supplied the Army with
duseased beet. My father became so ill as a Tesult of eating
some of this diseased beef that he had to be discharged
from the service on account of disability. Though we did
not know it then, he had only a few years to live because
of the work of crooked Army contractors.

t experience never left my mind. When ¥ became 2
Congressroan daring World War I, the first measure 1
introduced in the Hause was 2 bill providing the death
penalty for contractors who supplied defective food or
other supplies and equipment in time of war, and a heavy
Jail sentence, if they sold such stuf in time of peace. 1
incroduced that measure on April 3, 1917, a few days be-
fore Congress dectared war on Gemuany, It was seferred to
the Committee on Judiciary, where it was allowed to lan-
gulsh. But I still think it is a good idea. It mighe prevent
other famultes from losing their fathess.

After Father's discharge from the Army, our family re-
tuned to New York City, where we renewed old acquaint.
ances. Then the family went to Trieste, to live with my
moum';. family. It was while we were in Trieste that my
father died in 19012, 2 victim of condermned Army meat,
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it. He was killed in action during the famous charge on
San Juan HilL " .

One of the worst scandals of our entire military history
occurred during this short Spanish-American War and
madea lusting impresssion upon me, for my father was one
of s victims. Corrupt contractors supplied the Army with
disexsed beet, My father became 50 ifl as a result of eating
some of this diseased beef that he had to be discharged
from the service on account of disability. ‘Though we did
not know it then, he had only a few years to live because
of the work of crooked Army contractors.

That experience never left my mind. When I became 2
Congressman during World War 1, the first measure I
introduced in the House was 2 bill providing the death
penalty for contractors who supplied defective food or
other supplies and equipment in time of war, and a heavy
jail sentence, 3f they sold such stuff mn time of peace, 1
introduced that measure on April 3, 1917, a few days be.
fore Congress declared war on Germany. Tt was referred to
the Committee on Judiciary, where it was allowed to lan.
guish. But 1 still think it is a good idea. It might ‘prevent
other tamilies from losing their fathers,

Alter Father's discharge from the Army, our family re.
tumed to New York City, where we renewed old acquaint.
ances, Then the family went to Trieste, to live with ms
mother's family. It was while we were in Trieste thay my
father died 1n 1901, 3 victim of candemned Army meat,
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gentleman who had won henors at H?rvard, including a
postgraduate scholarship which sent him to the Near East
for his doctoral thesis. He was a master linguist and knew
Anabic, Assyrian and other Semitic languages. He also had
% thorough knowledge of Hungarian, He was one of the
few Americans who ever mastered that difficult language.
Inever could, or even seriously tried.

Mr. Chester had obtamned his consular appointment be-
ause of his Harvard connections, and through the influ-
ence of Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, of Massachusetts. He
never was able to forget that he was 2 Harvard man, and
he solemnly assured me that because 1 did not bave 2
degree from Harvard I would never get any higher than
the menial position of clerk in the American foreign serv-
ice. There were not many career men in the sexvice in the
carly mineteen hundreds, There was no tenure of office
provided by law. Today the Foreign Service has been estab-
Lshed on a more orderly and permanent basis and has be-
come 2 regular career, with regular promotions for merit,
tenure of office established by law, and pensions on retire-
ment, The Foreign Service consists of a fine body of con-
scientious and talented public officers. Though there are
still some polical appointments made by the President,
these are mainly at the very top level of ambassadors and
ministers. Some of the political appointments during the
a8t thineen years have not been so good.

1 devoted a good deal of my spare time while in the
Consular Service to the study of history as well a3 lan-
guages. 1 laid a groundwork then that was very useful 1o
me l.fm. Tkept informed about current events ag home by
Ttading every newspaper and magazine I could Ly my
hands on.






CONSULAR SERVICE 37

“readers Herecited poetry while she danced, and.he was
deeply clended when the local papers criticized his wo}h
He walked out on Isadora, and the consul told me to stick
with him until 1 had persuaded him ta go back to work.
1 rode around Budapest all day long with this tempera-
mental individual and listened patiently to his accounts of
bow misunderstood and umappreciated he was. At finst,
he would not hear of working with Isadora again, claiming
that she, too, had hurt his feelings But I convinced him
without too much trouble, though it did take 2 good deal
of time, that he was indispensable to Isadora, He agreed
10 go back, if she would come out on the stage and take a
bow with hum, holding s hand. Isadora consented to the
tenms, But she managed to give him 2 shove that almost
made him Jose his balance before the audience and nearly
precipitated the whole quarrel over again.

Among the many vaudeville performers, musicians,
actors and actresses who passed through the Budapest con-
sulate was a bleached blonde. Mr. Chester warned me and
Paul Tomanoczy, who also worked as a clerk at the consu-
late, that if he caught vs going out with her, be would fire
us at once. That was enough for us, so that evening we
alled at the actress” hotel and took her 1o the Folies
Bergeres. Mr. Chester must have suspected us, for he ap-
peated at the theatre, 100, and promptly fired us. But we
soon persuaded Mr. Gerster, the Vice Consul, to get him
tohure us back again. Mr. Chester had the right idea, how-
nc'ri. for the blonde proved ta be well Luown for biack.
i)

1 got my first tane of the bewildering continental code
of sophisieated domestic manners while 1 was 2 youn,
clerk in the Budapest consulate, p

Ata party one day, one of
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pected of me, Of covuse, { could not afford to gamble or
indulge in many of the popular vices—an indulgence
which got many of qur young Foreign Sexvice officers into
trouble. When it was all over, I just about broke even. ¥
ad no debts, and { had no cash.

1 1ad only taken over Ty post a short time when I'had
my fimt p ip ic case. ything 3
the rights of American csuzens under treaties between the
VUnited States and Hungary was considered diplomatic.
Routine matters, such as consular invoices and bills of

hesleh for ships clearing Fiume for United States ports,
were consular affairs,

1t was Corpus Christi Day, a national boliday in Hon-
17 Frame was at that tune an auionomons city of the
$tunganan crown. The Catnolic religion was the state
1eligion. Ay on 21l nationa} holidays, foreign consuls dis-
played the Hags of their respective nauous. My office was
on the Carso, the main street of Frume, As 2 regiment of
Hungarian troops fled down the Corso, the Stass and
Stripes attracted the astenuion of one soldier, a coal miner
Erom Scranton, Pennsylvania, who had been grabbed and
drafted into the Hungarian Army while he was on 2 vacs-
o, visung his pareats, When he saw the flag, he wld
me bater, he suddenly thought: “What am 1 doing here? 1
Un an Amencan citzen,” That evening be came around
10 the consulate, 1t was akter office hours, bae I happened
to be in, for my Loy quarters were in the same apart-
ment as the affice. There were two sooms, one the consy.
Lte of the Unned States of America, the other my
bedroorn, There was no bathroom. That was a comuu.
futy affaiv v the ballway, bk 3 s
New v Y, like our oldlaw tenetnents 3n
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wmany cases where only first papers, or declarations of in-
leuﬁyan to hecome citizens, ::d een obtained, and these
eople were not protected under our treaty Wﬂ‘? H“‘EE?YY'
{vasconvinced that Kovacevic was  full American citizen
and had not been called into military service before emi-
emating, which was another of the provisions of the treaty.
1 proceeded at once to draft a pratest to the Hungasian
z andd Aed the § jare release from the
Hungarian Army of thus sovereign American citizen. 1
aalled on the appropriate civil official that same evening
and personally detivered the protest 1o him, plus 2 stemp
speech in which 1 quoted ali the precedents under the
treaty which 1 knew and had memorized. ¥ could Tatile
them off glibly, and ¥ injected a big dose of one celebrated
«ase 2bout 2 Hussar, which moay or may not have had any-
thing 1o do with this particular case. This was my fist
“diplomatic case” on wy own, and 1 gave it the works.
Fortunately, the Hungaran official was experienced,
had seen long service and was quite familiar with such
matters, He assured me that he would immediately trans-
mit the case to the Minstry and would keep me informed.
T then asked for the release of the soldier pending consid-
eration of the case, for T did not want him tanstesved to
#nother regiment at some distance, in the meantime, This
W2 something new, but I was promised that the civil
official would take the matier up informally with the regi-
mepial commander. T was blufing on that one, for 1 had
Bot yei fegally establuhed the soldiers American citizen.
ship. Much to my surprise, the soldier was in Ty affice
next day, all ymules, with 2 1en-day Jeave of absence, And,
once bis citizensp papers were obtained and the date of
by emigranon venfied, there was no trouble gerting his
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Montenegrins, Slovenes, all similatly exploited, all kegz
in the same abject poverty, were stimulated to take Ehm
fatreds out on one another instead of their exploiters,
Their cnly real difference was that some of them were
communicanes of the Roman Catholic Church znd others
of the Greek Otthodox Churcl. Both these churches had
practically the same beliels and dogmas. And the Haps-
bury politcians kept up a constant instigation among al
of them to hate their neighbors, the Ttatians, 1t is no won-
der that after centuries of such infuences there is mis-
understanding and lack of hasmony among these people,
who have finally been brought together under one govesn-
ment.

“The same tactics, the same intrigues, were practiced by
larger nations, I have since poticed. For reasons I could
never understand somme nations would Iike to see interne.
ane strife continue in the Balkans, The people of the
United States have never been familiar with the potitical
background of these unhappy people of southeastern
Europe. Even with some knowledge of their history and
past sufferings, it iy difficult enough to understand these
complex relationships and the conditions existing in these
countrics.

There never scemed 10 me any good reason why the
tulians and the Yugoslavs could not get along together,
The two adjoimng could well suppl each
other's nauve products. Both peoples are romantic, loys
usic, base thesr soqety on the institutions of the family;
Yoth are God-loving, religious_ people.  Understandin
cannot b< braught about overnight. At best, it will take
4 long time 10 th i

. £
ve 0
sumulated by their unsuccessful, departed yulers,
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1hsd tme for a few scrapes of my own, and the most amus.
ing was my duel. o ..

Camival season was joyously observed in this Adriatic
region There were parades, parties and masked balls; and
happy revelry at this season amounted 10 2 trad.u}o'm Rich
and poor, young and old, took part in the festivities. Cer-
tain customs were carcfully observed, and dusregard of any
of the rules consututed a serious sacial bfense, which was
never overlooked or condoned.

These was 2 series of week-end balls with very low ad-
wisions prices, The official Elite Ball took place on the
tast Sunday before Mardi Gras. At this Elite Ball the la-
die3.all wore costumes and were masked. Some of the
men wore masquerade costumes and were required to act
o the role and to speak the particular dialect of the
tharacters they were impersonating. It was the ladiey’ priv-
stege to make the firse approach to the men, Considering
the many inhibitions imposed by custom on the girls the
Test of the time, it was only fair that at least once 2 year it
should be permissible for them to talk to young men with-
out formal mgroductions, and without Mama being pres-
ent. At the Elite Ball there was much decorum and plenty
ot phalandering. Many happy and serious love affairs
started at these funcrions. The code was severe and re«
quired the most gentlemanly conduct toward the masked
lady and full protecuion far her. "This code was strictly ad-
hered ta by all social classes, Once in a while there wasa
bit of disappomntment when a man found he had heen
dming and wining his own wile. And sometimes some
skillfn) detective work was catvied on by jealous wives.

1 shali never forget the first masked ball | attended in
Frume. 1 was tigged out in tails and white tie, X felt juse
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protection, and so 1 instantly shot a right hook to the gen-
veman's chin, which actidentally landed propesly, caught
bim off balance, and he sprawled in the street. The rowd
around us, who witnessed the whole affair che.ercd. He
picked higuelf up and rushed at me with an uphfu.:d cane,
which grazed my shoulder. 1 grabbed it and broke it across
wy knce. Then the men, leaving their lady companions,
Tushed the poor fellow, and 1 had to go to his rescue. By
thay time the cops had arrived. The whole crowd pro-
tested against my assailant’s actions, and he was roughly
pushed out of the crowd by the local gendarmes.

My companion and 1 dined together and had a merry
time. By the time we had finished, the crowd had had
sufficient Yiquid snmulation to become “crowd silly,” and
T was a big shot in their eyes because of this encounter,
At the appointed ume, the ladies had five minutes in
which to leave, 1£ they chose to remain, they were vequired
to unmask My sweet companion left. It was highly im.
Proper 10 foflow or attempt to identify her,

Lthought no mare about the incident, Three days later
4 young lady came to my office. She introduced herself as
the sister of the jealous young man who had statted the
fracas. She was 2 young teacher in the primary grades.
Her brother was the main support of their widowed
mother, He was a telegraph aperator and a seserve officey
in His Majesty's Army The young lady of the mask who
bad been my companion was also 3 telegraphist. He was
sudly sn love with her. She, in turn, was trifling with hig
aflections, and the sisfct‘s stary went on and on, umil 1
aked, "\\'Fn, what is it I can do” “Orly you can save my
brother his job," she answered, “Howp™ “Well, it is this
way he was struck by you; being an Army officer he gan.






Consurax SzRvice 4

protection, and so T instantly thot a right heok o the gen-
teman's chin, which accidentally landed preperly, caught
bim of balance, and he sprawled in the street, The crowd
sround us, who witnessed the whole affair cheered. He
picked himself up and rushed at me with an uplifted canc,
which grazed my shoulder. J grabbed jtand broke it actoss
my knee, Then the men, leaving their lady companions,
ushed the poor feltow, and 1 had 1o go 1o his restue. By
that time the cops had amved. The whole crowd pro-
tested ayainst my assailant’s actions, and he was roughly
pushed qut of the crawd by the local gendames.

My companion and 1 duned together and had a merry
time, By the time we had finished, the crowd had had
afficient tiquid sumutatzon 10 become “crowd silly,” and
1 was a big shot in their cyes because of this encounter.
At the appointed time, the ladies had five minutes in
which to leave, 1E they chose to remain, they were required
wunmask My sweet corapanion left. It was highly im-
Proper to follow or arempt to identify her.

Tthought no more about the incident, Three days later
 young lady came to my office. She introduced herself as
the sister of the jealous young man who had started the
ines. She was a young teacher in the primary grades,
Her brother was the main support of their widowed
mother, He was a telegraph operator and a seserve officer
in His Magesty's Army. The young lady of the magk who
had been my comp was also a telegraphi e was
madly in fove with her. She, in tum, was trifting with his
allections, and the sister’s story went on and on, until 1
asked, “Well, what s it I can do?™ "On[y YOU N save m
brvther hus job,” she answered. “Howd™ “Well, iy N mi);
way. he was struck by yous being an Army officer he can
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tmuch telieved, when two young men paid me a call, They
wire top hats, Prince Albery coats, were propesly gloved
and caned. They told me they sepresented the gn}l\t‘mm
in question, whose name I have forgotsen. T bad insulted
their principal in 3 manner unbecoming a gentleman.
Would I be good enough to name my samud:t? Physical
viclence having oceurred, their principal having actually
been struck, the offense demanded a settlement on the
“feld of honor.” “What's that?” { asked. “A duc),” they
teplied, “The seconds will duly select she weapons, the
time and the place” They then tald me the time would
be tomortow moming and would 1 be good enough to
wame my seeond 1 Anoagnt the whote thing s prewy
silly, but 1 had pramised the young sister that T would not
pemmit her brother to lose his job on my account. 1t then
tuddenty davmed on me that T rught lose mine for being
eagzeed in swieh a ridiculous performance.

‘Well, 1 named my seconds. One was a Mr. Radmonovic,
who was head of the Royal Hungarian tobacco monapoly
in Fume, He was a fine, most serious gentleman and had
ena good frend of my predecessor and was a good friend
of mme. He helped us both in aur Gesman, which he
yoke perfectly. The ower second 1 named was the
Tuthah Consul, who was 2 rogue, 1 selected him for the
fun of it e was a notorious roug, had magried an old
ana ugly widow wath plenty of money, and his chef mis
son 1 life was spending her money on other women.
That is how we became friends—aside from our Sormal
officuat contacts-for he swiped a gl from me, a singer in
Uight apera. My $890 a year could not compete with his
wilc's mitlions The old effendi was 2 ¢card, and he was
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and told me 19 be ready at five o'clock the next Torning,
He would meet me right there at the same table in ¢hay
sme café. The detajls had not yet been worked out, by
the seconds would meet again that evening, The duel
would take place on the breakwater, behind the baathouse,
Thy

€ Weapons, in al| Probability, woulq be swards, p;;
had already been ruled out, My

choice of weapons, and ™y seconds would the,
the choice,

anwhlle, Karl Selak gig his
%ord on 16 the jun;

Tefore have

work, He Passed the
Tally met with the
UL my great skil] ag 2 fencer, giving
That Maneuver workeq all righ,
i €T and weny 4 a
s the only one Playing a¢ the

Pt anyhow, 5o yye Temained gy

a v
me, KarlSehl: d 10},
ot to eat anything, and 4, I v o

k coffee,
hat T woylq Bt food at (e hospita) after-
r_m,body stood up, 1y, bowed ¢, One another, and aJy
ut down again. The Waiter by, 'ght my coffeq, Th,
othery haq theirs, Then R:Admonovic. my second, | ull,
outa Imlgulg;:ocumem, Written jp both Ttaliay an.v:lpHu’:-::l
Ratian, 1 $evera) o of texy, ¢, 1 in
longhang, 1 a3 told ¢ sign i, 1 lhi;ll: (I’s;’gyn:l::? -

cast
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6

When 1 went to Fiume in the autumn of 1903, the
unard Line had just opened a semi-monthly passenger
mvice between Fiume and New York. Four slow-speed
ieamers were put into this service, As no one in the Buda-
st office had had any expesience with immigrants to
Ametica, Lhad to start from scratch. 1 1ead everything we
had about mmigration, including the quarantine regula-
tons 2nd the duties requived of consular officers dealing
with mmigrants, The laws, rules and regulations were
not annotated, and there was very little in our limited
library on the subject. But I did gather that 1 had to
“tentify to the health of all passengers and crews and give
the ship a certificate that it had cleared from a port free
from contagious diseases or illnesses subject to quarantine
fegulations and that bedding and other household goods
had been properly fumigated.” 1 Jearned that the passen-
gers were required to go aboard ship as late as possible
belore actnal sailing time. But the rules and regulations
made no mention of specific duties of consular officers sta-

tioned at ports of embarkation and placed on them no defi-
nite responsibilities in g i

with i and
the process of immigranon. Only in the quarntine
regulations was it suggested that consular officers should
“asertamn’” the facts coneerning the health of the passen
gess and crews of departing ships and should be “satished

that condutians and facts were in keeping with the centif
cates they issued,

Tt occurred 10 e that with sa many causes for exclusio
of immigrants and so many restrictions on their entry ing
the United States, it was strange that there shonld be n
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nthority to inspect emigrants, told me that they had been
amying passengers to America since before 1 was bom,
md stated Satly that they would not permit either my
Bactor ot myselt to “lack atan erigrant.” The Huugarian
oficials said that if it were possible to detect anyone who
would be inadmissible before he sailed, they could not see
why it was not the humane thing to do.

11eft the ship, and a few munutes after I got back to my
olfice on the Catso, a clerk came for the Bill of Health with
the five dollar fee required Jor it. 1 refused o issue the
Bill of Health. The Cunard officials soon realized, for the
fint time apparenty, that I meant business, The captain
of the ship was worried. He came to the consulate person-
ally to protest, but he remawmed to plead with me. I told
him that if he would diserabark the emigrants and permie
™t 1o examine them, 1 would be glad to do so, but that if
he did not consent to that. 1 would insist on disinfecting
the emire ship. He asked for an hour's time, and we wene
back to the ship together.

The emigrants were all on deck. I examined each one
of them with my doctar and stamped their cards, while the
Cumard representative and the British Consul filed a
forma} protest against my action, They paid the fee for
the Bill of Health but refused to pay my doctor's fee.
‘They claimed that for me to demand that they pay the
doctor was “adding insult to injury.” I was not worred
2bout that. X knew that anather ship was coming along
soon, When that ship arrived, I made them Py the doc.
tor's fee for the previous ship, the Aurania, and deposit
enough money to pay for the doctor’s fee on the stcond
stup. They had 10 8o it ta get clearance, but they did frall
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The examination of emigrants at the scene of their
boarding ship was picturesque and created quite a ‘_Dt of
inerest and excitement in the small port city of F“"“f'
Each emigrant carried his bag, crammed with all hfs
worldly goods; the children tagged along behind their
parents, They all walked up to a platform, stepped up to
2 doctor, who examined them for physical defects, took
their temperature and then passed them on to the next
doctor for examination of therr eyes for trachoma, which
wis the most prevalent infectious disease at the time, The
thouninds of emigrants rejected every year at Ellis Istand
because of trachoma went back to their native lands disap-
pointed, heartbroken, “broke,” for they had sold all their
property and taken all their savings to pay for their passage
10 the land of hape.

At Fiume we protected the emigrants from all persons
mot officially concerned with them. They were met at the
nain and 1ken to an emigrant hostelry until time to g
aboard ship, As they embarked, we examined about two
hundred of them an hour. The time for their boarding
ship was fixed as close as practicable before sailing time, so
that they would not be Lept in their close quarters on ship-
board any longer than necessary. Sometimes we had as
fmany as two thousand departing on one ship, and the aver-
33¢ was between a thousand and fifteen hundred a voyage
in those years when immigration was unrestricted,

The sight of emigrants embarking got 1o be not only
popular, but fashionable. Big shots would obtain permits
from the Mungarian officials to watd

h the scene, and there
would often be as many as thinty or {onty visitors, They

would sand on the firstclass deck where they could gt a
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The examination of emigrants at the scene of their
bosrding ship was picturesque and created quite a l'ot of
interest and excitement in the small port ity of Fiume.
Exch emigrant cartied his bag, crammed wnl} all hf‘
warldly goods; the children tagged along behind their
parents. "Fhey alt walked up to a platform. stepped up 1o
a doctor, who examined them for physical defects, took
their temperature and then passed them on 1o the mext
dictor for examination of their eyes for trachoma, which
wivihe most prevalent infectious disease at the time, The
thousinds of cmigrants rejected evety year at Ellis Istand
berause of trachama went back to their native lands disap-
pointed, heartbroken, “broke,” for they had sold all their
propenty and taken all their savings to pay for their passage
tothe land of hope.

At Fiume we protected the emigrants from all persons
st officially concemed with them. They were met at the
1nin and taken to an emigrant hostelry until time to go
ahoard ship, As they embathed, we examined about two
hundred of them an hour. The time for their boarding
Shipwas fixed as close as pracucable before sailing time, s
that they would not be hept in their close quarters on ship
bourd any longer than necessary. Sometimes we had a
many as two thousand departing on one ship, and the aver
32 w3s bewween a thousand and fifteen hundred a voyage
1 those years when immigranon was unrestricted,

The sight of emigrams embarling got 1o be not only
Popular, but lashionsble. Big shots wonld obtain permits
from the Hungarian officials to watch the were, and there
would often be as many 33 thing or forty visttars. They
would stand on the finstclass deck where they could get a






CONSULAR SERVICE g

The examination of emigrants at the scene of their
boanding ship was picturesque and created quite a lot of
interest and excutement in the small port cuy.ot mee_‘
Each emigrant carried his bag, crammed wul'l all hfs
worldly goods; the children tagged along behind their
Farents, They all walked up to a platform, stepped up to
a doctor, who examined them for physical defects, took
their temperature and then passed them on to the next
goctor for examination of their eyes for trachoma, which
wasthe most prevalent infectious disease at the lin.-le. The
thousnds of emigrants rejected every year at Eltis Island
becxuse of trachoma went back to their native lands disap-
pointed, heartbroken, “broke,” for they had sold all their
Propenty and taken all their savings to pay for their passage
10 the fand of hope.

At Fiume we protected the emigrants from all persons
ot offictally concemed with them. They were met at the
train and taken to an emigrant hostelry until time to go
boatd ship, As they embarked, we examined about two
bundred of them an hour. The time for their boarding
hip was fixed as close as practicable before sailing time, so
that they would not be kept in their close quarters on ship-
bootd any longer than necessary  Sometimes we had ag
any a3 two thousand departing on one ship, and the aver.
2z¢ was between a thonsand and fifteen h
in those years when mmigration was un;
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The examination of emigrants at the scene of their
hostding ship was picturesque and created quite 2 !.ot of
interest and excitement in the small port city of F‘“‘“f'
Earh emigramn carvied s bag, crammed with all bis
worldly goods; the children tagged along behind their
prents. They all walked up to a platform, stepped up to
a doctor, yho examined them for physical defects, took
their temperature and then passed them on 1o the Hext
doctor for examination of their eyes for trachoma, which
was the most prevalent infectious disease at the time, The
thousinds of emigrants rejected every year at Ellis Island
beaanse of trachoma went back to their native lands disap-
pointed, hearthroken, “broke,” for they had sold all their
property and taken all their savings 1o pay for their passage
1 the fand of hope.

At Fiume we protected the emigrants from all persons
not officially concerned with them. They were met at the
tmn and taken to an emigrant hostelry until time to go
aboard ship. Ay they embarled, we examined about two
bundred of them an hour, The time for their boarding
1p was fixed as close as practicable before wiling time, so
that they would not be hept in their close quarters on ship-
boaed any tonger than necessary. Sometimes we hod
many as two thousand depatning on one ship, and the aver
25¢ way between a thousand and fifteen hundred a voyag
0 thot years when wwnigraton was unrestricted,

The sight of emigrants embarking got 0 be not ont
popular, but tathionable, Big shots would obtain permi
from e Hungarian officials to watch the scene, and ther
would often be a3 many as thiny or forty visitors, The
would stand on the firtclass deck where they could gey
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for Her Highness 10 watch any more, “No, it can not be
dane,” 1 wnsisted. 1 was then politely told that embarka-
von would take place as plonned by the Hungarian
officals, 2nd that was all there was to it. T was abo told
that, it 1 id mot atrend, it would be an affront to Her
Impeeal Highness which His Majesty’s government could
ot oveslook, and that the government would be zeluc-
unily compelled to Tequest my Tecall. He bowed and
departed

1 knew that he intended to go through with it and em-
batk the passengers 1 then wrote the master of the ship,
Captain Pentecoste, a fine saifor gentleman, called his at-
1£0UOR to Gur q gl and inf 3 him
thatf he took on passengers three days before saiting time,
Twould not 1ssue the Ball of Health requared before tus
ship could enter the port of New York, 1 also pomted out
that under the law a heavy fine and long quarantine period

were the penalties for any ship seeking to clear without a
Ball of Health

The captan decrded not to take any such chance, and
messages began to fly back and forth thick and fast between
the Governor General’s office and the American consulate,
Messengers arrved at my Toom with important-looking
sttements, some of them appeals, some of them shreats, 1
realtzed that the best thang I could do was to make myself
scarce. So as the middle of the atternaon had artived, {
took. 2 long watk and dropped i rather early for vea with a
frend, a place where 1 could calt without a formal invita-
tion My hostess played the piano well; we chatted, and 1
stayed there until dark and then left, for 1 kney that by
that eume the storm must bave blown over, [ bad dinner
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for idle socia] life. ¥ handed in my resignation. After it
was accepted, T had to pay for my passage home by work-
ing on a British ship. I acted as interpreter and assisted
the ship's doctor i vaccinating eighteen hundred emi-
grany o bazrd,
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2 complete course in stenography for $7.50 at the Pratt
School. § pard my $7.50 and at the end of six weeks gota
Job as stenographer with Abercrombie & Fitch, where T
recenved §20 a week, which was considered good pay in
these days

In the meantime ¥ had taken the United States Civil
Service examtnation for mterpresex at Ellis Bland. Robert
Watchborn was then Commussioner of Immugration in
New York  He was most helpful 1o me. Because T knew
Croataan, as well as lahan and Genman, my fame wis
placed hugh on the eligible list, and soon Mr ‘Watchhom
was able to assign e (0 a0 raterpreter’s job at Elhs Istand
131,200 a year. This enabled me to go through taw school
@ mght classes Telatively free from cconomic wornes.

On appiying for entrance to New York Univernty Law
School,  learned much to my chagrin that the certificates
Thad from the Anzona schoals were not sausfactory ta the
Regents of the State of New York. I was thercfore re-
quired 1o take Regents' examinatsons for the equivalent of
prelaw school contses, and 1 had to do some “boowmg.” Ia
one group of exarmnations 1 made all the points needed
extept four and completed those the next term. The New
York Preparatory Schoat, which 1 entered for the purpose
of sudying for Regentd' examumations, poured the stuff
mto us 25 fast as any wndividual could absorb it. My stay
m Euvope had ot been entirely wasted, for besides my
knowledge of languages, the generat reading 3 had done 1n
Tustory came 1n bandy,

1 entered New York University Law School in 1907, 1ak-
ing my courses in the evening alter my full day's work over
on Elis 1land. The work on the Island was difficuly and
strenuous. Far two years we wotked seven days 2 week, for
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these poot people, and 1 did what ¥ could by writing lettess
to Senators and Representatives telfing them of my expe-
viene 2t Fiume, and urging legislation 10 Temedy the
swuation, Everyone seemed to agree that the \3w ‘sha‘u\d
requirea physical ination 4t the port of .
But nothing was done about jt officially il 1919, when
such 2 Jaw was passed.

‘The physical yequirements for immigfants were very
kigh, and a large percentage were excuded for medical
staons, In addation 10 tachorma, eases of favus and other
salp diseases were common. 1 atways suffered greatly
when I was asagned to anterpret for mental caes in the
Ellss Istand hospital. ¥ felt then, and 1 feel the same soday,
that aver fifey per cent of the departations for alleged men-
@l disease were unjustified. Many of those classified as
mental cases were so classified because of ignorance on the
past of the immagrants or the doctors and the inability of
he & to und d the p immigrant’y nomm,
or standard,

One case haunted me for years. A young girl in her
teens from the wountains of northern Italy turned up at
Eihs Isfand. No one undesstood her particular dialect
very wetl, and because of her hesitancy in replying to ques-
tions she did not understand, she was sent to the hospital
far observauon. 1 could imagine the efect on this gl
who had always been carefully sheltered and had never
been permitied 10 be 1n the company of 2 man alone, when
adoctor suddenty rapped her on the knees, looked into her
eyes, turned her on her back and tickled her spine to ascer.
tain her vefiexes. The child rebelled—and how! Ty was the
cruelest case 1 ever witaested on the Ysland, 1n two weeks'
ume that child was a raving mangac, ‘hhﬂugh she hag
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illogical, the history of immigrant labor in this country
fully justified such 2 law. Before its epacunent in the
‘cighties, our country went through 2 period of exploita-
10m of labor which iy one of the most sordid and blackest
pituxes 10 our entire history, The railreads and our
young indusiries were bualt by explosted imnd| Tabor
trought hete under contract. They were bmit with the
t{00d and teary and sweat of underpmd, ignotant immi.
gons, The padrone system Sounshed for more than
wwentyfive years before it was weakened by our immigra-
uom laws, For some twenty years thereafter, the padrane
B conunued to operate in a milder form but in just
a3 crued and greedy a manner, and with just ay disastrous
stsults for the poor sgnorant immigrants who were sub-
jected tor, Though we have outhived systemauzed exploi-
tation of labor, the contract labor provision sull serves a
useful preventive purpose.

Shipload after shupload of immigrants wete brought into
this country by contractors, or padrones, who had already
made contracts with the railroads and other large corpora.
tions for their services. The wages, at best, were disprace-
fully Jow. In the exghteen mnenes these wages averaged
12510%150 a day The padrone was paid by the COrpon
Taupn In addaon Yo the low wages be paid the laborers,
he took a rake-off from their meager daity <amings, In
addinion to that, he boarded and fed the immugrants, for
which he often wade exorbutany chatges, deducted, 00,
from their small pay Often ke had a €ompany stare as
well, an which ke s0ld them supplies at excessive Prites,
How they ever managed to save enough to send for their

famihies 15 2 wonder, The twelvehour day was not un.
usual, and the sevenday week was commos,
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sllogical, the hustory of immigrant labor in this country
fully jusufied such a law. Befors us emactment in She
‘tighties, our country went through a period of exploita:
bion of Jahor which 15 one of the most sordid and blackest
petures n our enure hustory. The railroads and our
young were bkt by exploited amudigrant labor
bronght here under contract. They were built with the
blood and tears and sweat of underpaid, sgnorant immi-
grants. The padrone system Bounshed for more than
twentyfive years betore it was weakened by our immigra.
uon Laws. For some twenty years theveafter, the padrone
system conunued to operate it 3 ulder form but n just
15 cruel and greedy a manner, and with just as disastrous
results for the poor ignorant immigrants who were sub.
jected 10 it Though we have outhved systemanzed exploi-
3uon of labor, the contract labor proviston sl serves a
weful preventive purpose.

Shapload after shipload of immigrants were brought into
this country by contractors, or padrones, who had already
tasde contracts with the raiiroads and other large corpora-
tious for thesr services. The wages, at best, were disgrace-
fully fow In the erghteen mineties these wages averaged
$125 10 $1.50 2 day. The padrone was paid by the corpo-
fation In addition 10 the low Wages he paid the Ixbovers,
he 1ok & rake-oft from their meager daily earnings, In
addinon to that, he boarded and fed the immgrants, for
#hich he often made exorbuant charges, deducted, too,
trom their small pay. Often he had o company store a;
well, i which he sold them supphes ar excessive Prices,
How they ever managed to save enough to send for eheir
famibies 15 3 wonder, The twelve-ho

ur day was ng .
usuzal and the seven-day week way mmmmy o un
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Often we interpreters at Ellis Island had to accompany
couples 10 the city to be matried. These were cases of
young men who had sent for thew fiancées. The men
would arrive at Eihs Istand all prepared 1o marry hefore
admission had been granted to the young ladies. We
would take them to the Crey Hall in New York, where
marmages were performed in those days by aldermen, The
aldermen 100k tumns performing the ceremonies and get-
ting the fees. Some of the aldermen were not averse to
getung 2 hintle extra, above the two doltars prescribed by
the law. I know that mast of the Immigration Service
personne} protected the ymimigrants and were not patties
tothese overcharges

1 was assigned to only a few of these cases, but a few
were plenty. 1 would escort the bridegroom and his bride
and ther witnesses to the Cuty Hall to see thar they were
properly mamed and then give the bride clearance for
admission to the country. In the few instances I attended
the aldermen were dyunk. Some of the aldermen would
insent into their reading of the marniage cerernany remarks
they desed funny and used Jewd languag,
tmuch to the amusement of the red-faced, cheap “tinhorn”
paliticians who hung around them to watch the socalfed
fun. 1 was happy when years later the law granting alder-
men zuthority to perform marriages was repealed. Later,
23 Mayor, 1 had occaston to unprove conditions 1n the Ciry
Clerk's office, where systematized graft in marmage fees and
Yicenses had been going on, and my early experience with
thus contemptible petty (hm.r:ry made me all the maore
eager o improve those condations,

On the whole, the persontiel of the Immi, ton Seri
way kindly and considerate, At pe, lheg:mk w;?q::
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ported. 1 interviewed an average of thiny to forty such
‘persons every night for a whole year 5

Some of these cases were very pathetic. In this work X
got a Yiberal education in the ways of the Police Depart.
ment, expenence that was very heipful to me fater on,
venture 10 state that the suppression of commercialized
wice during my administration as Mayor was more efficient
than at any previous nme. We just did not tolerate police
carrupuon and were determimned to wipe it aut.

That some of the police were cotrupt 10 1910 was easy
10 ste, 1t was not at 211 unusual for a patrol wagon full of
women to draw up to the Night Cowrt. The policemen
and the vicums would suddenly learn that there had been
asubstitution of judges, A “jail judge” was siting instead
of 3 “fning judge.” The clamor among the girls was then
geat 1 used to see police officers reluctantly yeturn
money 1o the gils When a “fining judge” was sitting,
wore cases were brought mto court. The grafters were
1bus able 1o mamtan their secord for arrests and do 2
thnving business.

1 can still see the faces of iumerous men who practiced
3¢ the bar of this Women’s Might Count. To me it was
cleat that this was a diny trade. Some of the lawyers were
o Hy disbarred  But, surprisingly, some made good.
They wauld take cases 1 those days for anything from two
dotlars to abaut twenty five, which was usually the fer for
defending a woman on the charge of “keeping and main-
taining” a house of prostitution. Some of these Former
gentlemen of the Night Court bar in 1510 hold high office
today One whose name 1 reeatl has an smposLant judicial
post today. It was strange to me then, and 1 is strange to
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new suthe of clothes, shoes, dental wark, oy whatever else
the guls desperarely needed before they could get respect-
e work. Among the peaple who supplied Miss Smith
with funds for thag warthy cause were Jules 5. Bache, John
D Rockefoller, Andrew Freedzsan, and Miss Kelo, who
was one of the edutars of Streer % Saneh publications.

The percentage of girls who were salvaged by this sime
fle, humane and ovgeal probation work was very high,
The hardents cases, the Tepeaters, would be the first to
nytoa “kad” in the station house, the patrol wagon ot the
derentiom celt at Naght Count, “Hey, k34, ges out of this
while you can. Teil the judge you want to talk to Miss
Smth "

From my experience in the Night Court 1 would say
that niinesyfive per cent of such cases brought into couny
then were thie results of economic pressure. Provided there
s ing ic security, and provided
sgencies keep after the professional procurers who exploit
these unfortunate gists, there will be less and fegs commer.
culized vice in New Yok, OF the hundreds angd hundreds
of cases T interviewed, I do mot believe that there wern
more than taur or Bve shove sverage intellect, or who hag
wore than fith ot sixth grade schogling, The Yiving wape
now paid to wany unskilled women workers is the greatest

factor in reducing the number ot these victims of social
wil,

The White Slave Division of the fgrati H
was constantly on the alent for pemtfﬁimi,:;::::;ﬁ!
migrams for tmmoral purposes. Buch systematized joy {,
taton was prerey well broken wp by the time 1 mterad):
service 31 had Rounshed during the <ighteen nineties, lm:.
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1 abways remembered that bit of advice throughout my
areer, Tt was the Srst, instinctive reaction to dishonesty or
indecency that always counted, and 1 have repeated Te-
dexed’s advice to many men entering public service where
they are subject to temptation.



CHAPTER IV

Law and Politics

1

I PROFITED GREATLY by my studies at New York Univers
sity Law School. 1 had plenty of incentve to study law
rather than merely 1o cram for a bar examination as many
of my classmates were domng, because my ume and re-
sources were so limited. It seemed ta me then, as it has
ever since, that too many lawyers were being turned out
like so many sausages every year. It was obvious that many
of the young men in our classes had neither the mental
equipment nor the educational background needed to
make good lawyers. Yet there they were, being turned out
and going into active practice.

1 remember three of my fellow students particularly,
Twao of them 1 found on the bench Liter when § became
Mayor, Bill Clapp and Anna Kross. The third had a bred
fiant mind, bue s¢ had a pecultar ewist to it I precicted to
some of my friends at NYU that he would fand up n jaut
He did.

1 was much impressed by the splendid corps of mnruc-
tors at NYU Law School. Anybody who did have the mrer-
est, the mental equpment and the educational background
had plenty of chance 10 get 2 geod grounding in the law at
that school. I remember partscularly that our course m
Constitutional law wnder Isaac Frankhin Russcll was a

1
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theral education in iuelf. Professor Russell was a most
erudite scholar and had a great store of knowledge. He
way better 1 the evenimg class than ip the afternaan, for
etween the two he would go to a near-by French or Il
e sesmnmh 1 Greenwich Village 2ud wauld be quite
soetiow {0t W evening class. 1 found what he Gught me
most usetdl wm fater years. After my three years of stdy at
NYU, ¥ had 1o trouble passing the bar examination and
nassanshied that 1 had tearned bow 1o use “the 100ls of the
e ”

1 qurted 1n the taw Dusiness on the frst day T was ad-
mitted to the bat in October 1810, 1 went 1o Ellis Idand
that day 10 see Byron Uhi, Acting Commissioner of Qi
gauen. He tad been i the Immugration Sexvice for more
than thirty yeats, He wos » smee disciplanan, 1 fanded
Yain my resignation and asked hum af he thought | was
dotng vight. He statted, stood up, totk me by the 2tm and
ted me 10 the door of an adomng room. He pointed o
W0 6f the emgloyees suting there. Then he took me out
o 3 st of balcony around the main hell and pointed 10
thvee or Jour ot the wispectors, “FioreNo e said, “they
are all lawyers ‘They ate discouraged and unhappy, and
they are 1o old to statt pracucing now. You ate doing the
tight thing Rest of luck to you ™

Lhad wwo weeks' salary from my job ar Elfis Istand,
Zmounting 1o 2 WUl capitat ot $65. 1 rented office Space at
315 2 month tn the law offices of Meliheny and Bennety,
Wilham M. Bennatt, one of the PATIIErS, Was active in pol-
ihtXQ ag weli as the law. e was th’fl\\(*d\y an insuxgm\, but

© was Bot & proyreisive, and b insurgenty was bmited (o
fighting the Republican machine, He hag Wanaged to gee
himself eleoved Sate Senator in the face of the opposition
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confidence in this writer, The man ook full advantage of
thay confidence.

1leamed not only from Bill Bennett hirself, bus from
membess of hus rmmediate famaly that he had been trapped
into making that statement about my candidacy. Benpett
was lving at the time wn the ofd Murray Hill Hotel. One
evenng a botdde of synthetie gm was consumed during the
eousse of a duscussion of poltucal events in Bennett's apart
ment, It was a1 thss sesston, Bennest and the members of
s famutly told me, that he signed a statemestt of which he
had absolutely no recollection afterwards, Then he read it
innthe New Yord. Times and ashed a reporter about it.

Meanwhile, pensuons for Bennew's nomunation had
been obtned. There was quite a racket 1t petitions for
sominations at that ume, One group, since put out of
business, would obtamn signatures apd sell them for so
much per symature 1 didn't have the money to contest
the validuty of the Bennetr peutions, and the Republican
organiraion, which was already working for Jimmmy
Walker behmel the scenes, didn’t care to help. I had to
work hard (o win the nomsmation 1 the Republican pri-
mary before starting my strenuous campargn agamst Tam- I
many 1 1920 Bill Bennewt was ashamed of what had
happened

When 1 had moved mto Bennett's offices at 15 William
Street to begin my practice of the law, 1 managed to get
some leterheads and some secondhand furpiture, The

firm had a good faw library, and 1 had a goodt legal rduca-
tiont ¥ was hapeful, but  had no partcylar passion for
the pracuce of the law. My practice, however, was m
useful and gave me an opportuntty to leamn a.gtca[ d“;
bout onditions i New York cottts and New York p;ai
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tics in relation to the courts, which came in handy lates
when I held office in New York City.

The more I got to know about lawyers and their ethics,
the less respect 1 had for them, ) needed business about as
badly as any young lawyer in the game, but I lock back
now and am happy in the knowledge that I never tock a
case that I did not believe in. 1 never accepted a retainer
unless § was convinced of the ngues of my cleeat. 1 found
that nine persons out of ten who consult lawyers have
either no need for a lawyer or no case. I refused to take
cases when I thought the chient had no case or did not need
a lawyer but could settle his differences himself. I lost
many, many clieats who became fine friends of mine in
later years. They wauld seldom belreve me when [ advised
them that they had no case and would run o other law-
yers, who would sometsmes exaggerate the importance of
their cases, talk a lot of legal mbberish w umpress them,
ake a fee, which the clicne, i time, would have to charge
off to experience, It would have been casy o build up 2
large practice, sf 1 had done the same as they, but I liked
1 better the other way.

Later, when 1 went to Cangress, ¥ saw how casy 1t was to
exploit public office to get law business But § thought
there was anly onc tiung to do and that was to devote my
time to my Congresstonal duties, Even lawyets tried to
retain mie to appeat wt goremment cases or before govern
ment departments. Mewmbers of Congress, of course, are
forbidden by law to engage m such practice. Houwener,
strangely enough, 2 great deal of 8 was going on duriag
the sesen terms [ sened m the House of Represcatatives.
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2

Soon after 1 began to practice Yaw, 1 got some familianity
with the workings of ouy courts in New York City. One of
the frst things that one noted was that knowing the judge
did not njure any lawyer. 1 remember st} my first case
n the Mumapal Court. 1 prepared it carcfully, and the
facts were propetly presented. The judge decided it
against me. § could not figuse out why. “The judge called
me up to the bench. He knew 1 wasa young lawyer re-
cently admitted to the par He congratulated me on my
presentanion of the case- wyyelt, of 1 did so well, why didn't
you decrde i MY avor?” 1 ashed. “Oh, young moan, It
give you a break some other day.” he said. What 2 hell of
2 way to dispense justce! 1 thought This sume judge is
now on the bench of the New York Supreme Coutt.

1 &id not go n for crsminal cases, and ¥ don't suppose 1
ever bad more than ten or wwelve such cases to try I do
not remember ever having taken a fee for a criminal case.
Most of those 1 tried were enther assigned to me by the
court ot cases 1 accepted because friends or settlement
house wovhers sohcted Ty interest when the familtes in
yoived had no money to relan 2 Jawyer.

Some of the {ew cruminal cases 1 had were pretty tough.
1 remember falhng nght into a parucularly bad one. One
day 1 was i the court Toom just before the luncheon te-
cess, waiting to keep an appontment with Judge Mormis
hoemg Before he hecame a judge he was very helptul in
my_;:s\ successiul campagn for Congress in 1916,

ere was quite 2 stir 1 the cour
feadants were brought up far p\“;l‘:;t ;l‘:{mgso;:;e
amall man. 1 was paying no particular attention to q\:
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Wathington Square, with ¢ight servants. Among these was
3 Corfican butler, Alphonse Gabriel Moutey. He planned
the robbery of hus employets and enlisted the aid of accom-
phees, including may chent, who had 3 Jong criminal record
sn France.

On Sunday, April 2, 1922, the Corsican butler Mourey
amanged for his four plites to enter the S |
mansion throngh a manhole and coal shuttle while hus em-
ployers were in church When they tetumed, three masked
men entered Mirs Shattuck's room, seized her, pressed
pistoly 1o her temple, heart and side and demanded in
French, "Money and diamonds” Meanwhile, the other
o robbers were covering the servants in the Mtcher. My
dlieny, Paui Camwllieri, and a companion searched Mre.
$hattuck’s toom, while the third vobber guarded her,
They threatened to torwure her if she made any noise,
Rings were torn from her fingers, and finally she was
dragged downstairs and herded wich Mr. Shattuck and the
servants into the wine cellar, whith had a sort of tefrigera-
wrsale door  Belore she was pushed into the cellar, Mrs,
Shattuck asked permuston to pray. Camilheri shouted at
her “Do not ask God to prolong yaur life, but ask Him 1o
forgive your stm ™ Then he stammed the wine cellar door
on her and the rest of the househald. This fave the rob-
fiers plenty of tme to welect all the jewelry and other valy.
sbles they wanted and to try to make a getaway,

Meanwhule, worhang with a smalt penknife and a dime,
Mr Shatuch foosened the screws and lock of the l‘tfrigcrai
tor oor 31100k Wim 3 long ime, and some of the servants
were about 1o lose constoushess wher ke finally succeeded
m opening the door The tobbers, wha were siil}
sackang the house, had eXperted the peaple § 1an-

ple in the cellar 1o
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tis fingers to prevent identificaron, and he had ta be
chained n his stateroom and watched day and night.

Camilliers was atraigned betore Judge Morris Koenig on
July 22, 1924, the day whem, unlnckly, 1 happened to be
wating n court fot the judge. He was held without bait
on two indictments charging sobbery and one charging
burglary. He insined the charges swete a frameup by the
Pariy palice to get hum out of France, and that fie fad
never been 1n this country before being brought here by
the New York detectives.

1 recerved a coutt arder to have witnesses in France ex-
amined, including the butler, Mourey The

e case finally
ame to tnal on May 10, 1925, betore Judge Otto Rosalsky,

22 able jurist and a fair judge, who was very sterm with
hard crumunals, and properly so. Before he went to trial,
and even dunng the mal, 1 adwsed “Petit Fraugels” to
plead gmlty. He kept ont sefusing to do that. T sought ta
be sehieved from the case before it came 10 trial, and even
dunng the tral, but the Judge imsisted that it was my duty
as an officer of the courst 10 stand by 2nd see to it that the
defendant’s rights were protected and to use every proper
legal means 1o assert those nights.

The prosecuting attorney was Owen Bohan, who later
became 2 pudge of that same Court of General Sewsions.
The case tasted five or six days. Camillieri’s colleagues
wete brought down from prison and testified against him.
“They were tery bitter toward him, and it was ﬂlmor«i
that he had got away with most of the Toot and that the
otkers had cxg«ud Tl: jom him in France. The identifica-
uon was pontive, The yury brought i a verdict of guilt

o ity
on Junt 5, 1925, and judge Rowalsky sentenced my dienyl
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level, The Fellow was guslty of taling part in a crooked
wrd game, but from the witnesses 1 mterviewed, T Jeasned
that the sxtors had 1eft the place long before he had, and
that he could prove that he had gone direcly home and
therefore contd not be gusdty of robbing them. Thad heard
2 great deal abaut frame-ups, and here was one that was
perfect an all frame-ups the evadence is wsually pretty
fompact,

Judge Mulqueen, even when he was feeling good, was
quite temperamental, That parucular day in court he was
fechng anythang but good  Lawyers hated ¢o oy cases be-
lore lum, and wimesses and jurymen were fnghtened by
s wasabahry ¥ was young ahd not at al) expersenced in
the customs and smosphere of the Court of General Ses-
sions, 1 sarted o defend my chent w a lawyerdike way.
Early w the 1l came my frse chash with she Judge, and
dahey c d h the p ings. The old
tauyers who frequented that court and some top Jawyers
who were waing for thewt cases 10 be called came up 1o
me at recess tsme, patted me ont the back, praised my wark,
30d urged me on, 1 was fool enough to £33 for ie, They
were having a good ume at my expenise and egging me on

1o do what none of them dared to do, combat the judge's
LEMPLTATRENL.

In my summauon 1 told the jory w pay no atention to
e jodges awamnde 1owas apparent, 1said, that the judge
way (rymng the case instead of the Dinrig Attorney. Any.
one couid see how prejudiced e was, I stated, and A ;1
out. that under the law 1t was for the jury 1o dtc;’:‘a e
facus on the evidence, and that the evidence showed tha
my cher had not commatied a vobbery, t

Judge Mulqueen's charge to the oy was g snger, He
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tm,” Judge Mulqueen had replied, but Judge Rosalsky
tame to me anyway.

1sent a telegram to General Persbing giving the facts.
The boy was located. He had had a severe case of influ-
enz2 and had been shifted from hus outfit £ 2 hospital, In
the confusion of demobilization his papers were lost. In
three days  got 2 telegram from GHQ, Chaumont, wiorm-
ing e that the boy was convalescing. 1 immediately tele-
phioned the miormatian to Judge Rosalsky,

A few days later 1 was tunching in downtown New York.
1 don't know whether by design or accident, but Judge
Rosalyky walled m with Judge Mulqueen Judge Mul-
queen walked over to my table and thanked me with the
sincenty and emanon of a father  He was human at that
woment. As he was starung 1o leave, he turned around
and smd “Congressman, I remember a case you tried be-
fore me 1 have been thinking about it 1 think I was a
hutle harsh, 1 am gong to see what 1 can do about it
Judge Muiqueen, on his own mitlatve, wrote ta the Gove
cmor and got a commutation of sentence for my client,
There was a streak of kindness in the old grouch,

The personafity of the judge had an effect in some of
the intevesting avil cases 1 tried Because of the personat
trauts of judges one could never be sure that a case would
be deaided on s meri. 1 temetmber one case of breach

of warranty w which there was 3

because the goods sold and d:\ivacdp\:;iﬁ:c%::\‘e;ﬁmc
firm were defective, and the vendor had refused 0 accept
rerern of the merchandise, which were 5 total fosy 1o ds

purchiaser At thie end of the wisl, however, the judge sid
1o the jury  Now, gentiemen, if you wm.x o xiﬁg‘ £

may but 1 don’t think itiy necessary. Theraisa VE:;.J:‘\:
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dence. But 1 did not gey much help from the bar associa-
tons dunng my years as Mayor. 1 also discovered when I
fooked 1nto the situation on selecuion of judges that any
judge who had served a term, no matter how tad he might
be, had ninety-nine (hances out of a hundred of getting an

d for ion by the bar it
bitetpsaythat  Uhaveso many good friends who are promi-
nent n the bar assoctauons of New York Caty, and who
ate fine, upstanding men, a credut to their profession. Yet
the Eact remains that the cahibre of the udges in this State,
on the whote, through the years, beats cut what { sag. Oh,
yes, there are some excellent judges, scholazly, upright,
hardworlung, fajr. They are the exceptions. Later, when
1was 3 Congressman, 1 brought impeachment proceedings
aganst several federal judges. Some of thase men m our
tagh federal caurts were nesther upright nor scholarly, and
some of them bhore no resemblance to Caesar'’s wafe,

1 often sought 1n fater umes to have a “Whao's Who™ of
dges’ secvetanes drawn up and published [t would have
bern a shodk 10 most auizens. My idea was never taken up.
Some of the secretanes of yudges, drawing around $10,000
3 year W salanes, know 1o law  Most of them know the
dinnict leaders Some of them have very finte eduration
of any Lind  Same cven had criminal records themselyes,
Thes are selected for their politics and their Sriendships,
and this 1s onie of the maost permictaus results of the patron.
42¢ svstem Some «ay this entire method of selection of
fudges deternunauon of ther qualificatsons and those of
Aher assstants wn Rew York Suave will have ¢,

© be changed,
#f we are 10 3UAM 2N approach to decent Justice.
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During the period when 1 began to practice Inw in New
Yorl, that city had become the greatese garment manufac:
turing center in the couniry. Many fortunes were made in
this business, And they were made out of exploitation of
Iabor. Ninety-five per cent of the needle trades workers on
dresses, cloaks and suits were newly arrived 1mmigrants.
They had 0 take whatever wages and workmg conditions
were offered to them. They were cronded snto dach, un-
santtary workshops, worked ten to tivehe hours a day, a 72-
to 80- hour week, at shamefully Jow wages. The work was
seasonal. For some fifteen to twenty weeks a year these
people were unemploved. They Ined in overcrowded, dis
case-infested ald-law tenements that had bren condemned
years before but were sull in existence

I had the chance thurty years Iater when § became Mayor
to cond vacate apd d hish some 100 of these rery
same shameful dwelling unis. Tuberculoss was paruca-
larly prevalent among these underpawd, underfed, badh
housed garment workers. Yet, many of them survned and
raised splendid families, Some gave their hives that ther
children mught hase a better <xatence than they them
selves had ever known,

All that is past. Wapes in the dothing industries now
amount to a decent annual sncome Al of the workers
live properly and decently, Tubercuionts has virtaally dss
appeared among them  Factury laws present a setusn to
sweatshop condsgons. But these gains were not made wuh
out. 2 desperate struggle on the purt of the umtons and their
workers, and it took ten to filteen yeans to change thine
conditions. 1 was bappy to have the chance 2o particapate
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in some of the clothing workers' early battles for 2 better
Iife.

The effart of the unions to organize the garment works
s was accomplished with the greatest dtlﬁcu\'ly and only
atter some g and costly strikes. ‘The inereasing greed of
the employers made it possible for the unions to getastar,
but in the beginmng their work had to be kept quite
secset,

The strike of the waist and dress makers i New Yorl.
in the falt of 1909 was the Jargest strike of women in the
United States up to that time. It resulted in many more
workers joining the International Ladies” Garment Wortk-
s’ Union This proneer strike is known as the “Up-
rinng of the Twenty Thousand” m fabor history, for that
many women and grls were out before 3t was over. When
the stnle started, Ladies” Waist Makers' Union, Local 25,
the main umatt i that trade then, had about 100 members
and $4 in us veasury. The strike began in the shops of
the Lewerson Company and the Trangle Waist Company.
The manufacturers hired thugs to beat up strikers and
prostitutes to fight off pckets. The police worked for the
manufacturers and beat up pickets, carrying them off to
il for peacefully prcketing

Members of the Women's Trade Union League joined
the mcket hinz and thus brought the cause of these grls o
the pubhic’s attention. Mas meeuogs were held to plead
the cause of the strikers and to vasse money for them. Sam
Gompers, Mever London, Saciadist leader, Jacob Panken,
Wavor Tawyer Rabbt Wise and Marun W, Littleton, promi.
nent lawyer, spol.e on behalf of the strikers, and there were

wany protests agatnst the acnon of the police aymins
piekets
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made the public realize that women workers could engage
1 successtu) common endeavor for their industmal w:E‘
Sare, and the Soundmion was Jad for wider union argani-
ntion and more successful union activity. Locat 25, which
tad about 100 members in September 1909, had 10,000
dunng the fivst year after the stoke. Other branches ot the
garment trades workers were inspired by this strike to form
uniony.

1 was studying law and wotking at Elhs Istand and in
the Night Court when thus big stnke was going on and did
not take any divect part in 1t But 1 followed 1ts progress
and was particulatly wmrerested i the pickeuny problem
i New York City  Durmg that period, the night 2o picket
depended on who was doing the picheting, and who was.
bewng picketed, Poluicians turned prcheung into a racket,
Unless Tammany lawyers were retained, pickets were
jasled. Some of these Tammany lawyers later occupied
high judicral and pohucal offices. They were known to the
unions as * polical Jawyers” and their fees were always
large The bondsmen were selected by these “political
lawyers.” 1 watched them opetate with my own eyes, The
urtons soon teartted that 1t was prudent, 1o say the Ieast, to
Tetnn the night pobtical Jaw yers and bondsmen,

Suongarm men, frst employed by the manufacturers,
were tater used by unions in self-defense to fight the manu.
facturers gangsters, Thus often yesulted in yeal batrles
which were costly to bath sides. It was Sidney Hillman
:::;::e{:z«: into m\: :u:nﬁux:;nd cleaned the gangsters
i e s G
a disadvantage because all the :‘ e workers were ar
faturers wde  Authe S e poon the man.

request of Sidney Hiltman, 1 onee
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Protesteq 0 Mayor Walker aboyg the use ©of these Strong
men againgy the Workers and apoy, the Protection

saw i of th OUIt of Generay
€ssions, ap, these conditjq, dur; S a strife, He vwag 3
Ones, €Ous man € told me frankly thae b
Wwould |, nto ¢hy Matter, b, thag of mmy Hines, Tam,
many | * Was bacy of & he wou1g by helpless because
€ coylg t, to mep, N the Polica Dcp:mm:nt or
any Other . Y dep, Ttmeng ¢ mmy Hineg h; any interesy
n the , ]udgmg from "y, resuls of hay Particulyy
Strike, Ji n st have had some Nterest in jy,
In 193 ’ thing Workers y, Nt on stryke Thar
35 2 strike iy olvin 000 me, They hag been wory.
Ing sixty p, hcirpay ted from g5 40 $14.50
2 week me sk Orkers g $15 4 18 2 weey,
Th, Yers haq sk:ll(uuy Ppite ahan workers againgt
Jewish Aers fce e, Th tnion Needed g Iy,
yer to fighe Pickey ses g Meane wig kn Nalug o
©xplain condijy, 10 Italizy lolhmgw ke August gy

lancy, head of the ltatan Section of the Amalg:.mam!. was
referred ¢, me. | Breed 1o help in bot Phases of g,

Talkeq at Meetings of Nalan “orkers, pcmmdmg them

t "Mprove . orlmg and lnm;; con-

ditiong if they would Worl fogether, These Mectngy were

my firse pupyie IPPearances 1 wap o TN frrend, and

SUpporters iy both Ttalign and fey Lﬂmrmg Cirtles ¢

founqd the Workers Fesponsiy to my APpeals 4, theyr onwn

I:mgua es. Our big Job way 4, Ret the Borkers together 4,
work for their Ommon Niteresyy

A splend,g Sroup of ntelligen, Young myen and “omen
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came out of this important strike of 1813, They sacrificed
werpihing to help rmprove this expioned mass of fmwmi-
grant Jabor, Naght after Tught 1 spent my time with the
union leaders at Local 63, Jount Board, Executive Commit-
tee, helping to oxanuze their efforts, During the day 1
appeared in court to fight cases against pickets and other
cases on behalf of the unton ‘The average lawyer at lk}at
time shied away from alt such cases for fear of incurring
unpopularity amony the powerfol, .

1 addressed Yiterally hundreds of meetings at that time,
and Y enjoyed the work immensely, for 1t gave me a greater
snse of accemphshrnent than toutine court work, which
might be roore remunerative but was less important. I
wenton the picket line myself outnde one of the plants of
the Frankiyn System on East $7nd Street near First Aves
nue. 1 defied the police to arrest me, as they were doing
with others, but they relused to touch me and just went on
daily imerfering wth the right of the workers to engage in
pracetul prckenng,

After the stmke had been gowng on for about two
months, we vead in the newspapers one Monday morning
that 1t had been sered. No terms had been submitted 10
e workers, and a1 umion headquarters we did not know
the terms of the alleged settlement. Mectings were held sl
over the caty that day Every available hall was hired. The
priee of 2 halt vared fram $5 to $15 for a one- or two-hour
meetng, We had no amon treasury, and the money for
the meetngs would be picked up 1 nickels and dimes

buted by the stnikers themselves. {never saw surh a
splendid prece of instantancous orgamization. Each meet.
g setecied a delegate The delegates mey and picked 2
committee. Tius commuttee of about fiftean men met
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srikery, in democratic fashion, they comsented to Teturm
towark.

A fow months Tater these same wotkers sent delegates to
2 consenuion in Nashville, Tennessee, and the Amalga
mated Clothing Workers of America was bom. Sidney
Hillman was chosen its first president, He tetained that
office untt the day of tns death m 1946 Hillman was 2
et organuzer and a fine American, He never wasa poli-
tician, afthough he gor more publicity in the Presidential
campaign of 1944 than anybody except the two candidates,
because the opponton to Presudent Roosevelt attempted
10 smear him with commumsmn, and tried to win votes by
antSeminsm Hhllman hated crooked pobiicians, for he
despised dishonesty wherever he met it. Tt was because of
tus orgamnng genivs that these underpaid, exploited ym-
migrants formed a model lahor organization, and his death
was 2 great loss to the American labor movement.

The AF of L regarded the new Amalgamated Clothing
Workers 1 1915 a5 an outlaw, and the new union went
through some difficult years fighting twin bautes for bet.
ter condiuons and against the old guard in the United
Garment Workers But the Amalgamated made steady
and great advances in improvement of the condition of its
workers every year 1t Rnally was taken into the A F, of L.
and remained there untst Hiltman and some other fabor
lexders organired the CIO

The Amalgamated 15 now one of the outstanding labor

orgamzations i the world 1t 1 honestly, efficiently ad-
. free from rack i

g 1ts workers get high
wages and working conditions which are ay good as in any
trade 1 the country The union owns and operates a bank
m New York and another in Chieago, with Tesources of
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about $80,000,000. Both of these banks went through the
financial crisis of 1929 without any trouble or without 2
penny of loss to depositors  They were the fisst tho banks
to open after the Bank Holiday of 1933. The Amalga-
mated naturally took pride in that fact, but some other
bankers tried to explain 1t away by saying that it was an
alphabetical accident since Amalgamated began with A

In addition o its banks the Amalgamared operates two
insurance companies, ane in New York and the other in
Chicago, and has sponsored two housing developments for
workers. one on the Fast Side of New York and the
other in the Bronx, which house approximately 1000
familics and cost around $10.000,000. and the union is
planning additional housng projects 1 have always been
proud of my long assoctation with this great organzation
of workers who changed a big New Yark wndustry from
sweatshop conditions to almaost ideal conthtions

My other work with unmons duning thase vears when 1
was practiomg las mdduded negotanions on behatf of the
glass workers, who fiad gone out on strke, and we ofstained
a muchdeseried wage sacrcase for them | also helped to
bring about a sertlement 3o the surt wast and dres
makers stnle of 116 and was idenufied withy the orgams-
2atton of longstorenien 1 New Yorb.

5

1 practiced Jaw acttnehy from 1910 o 1915 and tporadh
cally s dater years when my poluscat sctiviy pesmnied
did not accumulate much money, but } managed w e,
found time for study and research and certandy learned 2
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goeat deal about the politicat and economic condtions in
my iy,

On several pecasions T was offered appointments to the
magntrates’ bench n New York, which 1 vefused. 1 was
also offered nomnations for the fugher courss and tarned
those down. An independent group once offered me the
naminauon for justice of the Supreme Court of the State
of New VYorl, That independent tnonunation together
with the regular party norumation would have meant cer-
Rinelecuon By that ume I had served two terms in Con-
gressand had been Frendent of the Boasd of Aldermen
New York. But 1 had no ambition o be a Supreme Court
fustice, and 1 declined. Wilham Randolph Heawst, who
%3 keeping alive his Independence League, by use of
which he had sought several nimes to be Mayor of New
York and Governor of the State, ashed me to comme to see
tam duning the nineteen twenties about my nomination
far yustce of the Supreme Count 1 wid hm thar 1 was
not interested 1 becoming a judge and wanted to return
o Congress 1 wanted ta make law and not merely to con-
strue 1. Also, § did not have the hugh regard for the courts
of our State chiat a tawyer with Judscual ambitions ought to
base Me Hearst old me that i all his thirty years' ex-
penence i politics up 1o that tme, 1t was the first instance
he had ever encountered of anyone efusing the nomina.
ton far Supreme Court justice. He could hasdly believe
that T meant what 3 said -

As § bave already swted, 1 joined the Republican Party
because 1 1ould not stomach Tammany Halt, Agun, et
2t be undensicod that when § say Tammnny Hall ¥ n;ean
the Democrane pohnical machine i st fve boroughy of
Greater New Yark. They are all alike,
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flling in petitions for the nomination for Congress. X't way
1n the late summer of 1514, The petitions were printed,
and the names of State and county candidates appeared on
them, There were blanks left for the Jocal candidates for
the State Senate and Asserably and for sepresentatives in
Congress,

Someone hollered out, "Who is the candidate for Con-
gtess?” “The leader of the district~T think it was Clarence
Faj-cme from tus backroom office. He shouted out,
"Who wants to run for Congress?” That was my chance,
“f 6o, § sud, “OK, put La Guardia down,” Clarence
wid. That was all there was to 1. But I dam near missed
aut even 0. One of the men asked, “Hey, L2 Guardia,
what's your first name?” I said, "Fiorello.” “Oh, hell”
be said, “let's get someone whose name we can spell” 1
spelied the name carefully and slowly and had to argue
hatd to get 1 on the petnony

1 took my nominaton seriously. 1 soon learned that 1
w23 ot supposed to take it setiously. When September
ame along, 1 anended my first politcal meeting. Tr way
in one of the dutnct club houses. Pamphilets were dis
thibuted throughout the dustricy announcing the weeting,
nd 3130y that all the prominent candidates would i,
T was there bright and early, The meeting started, Candi.
date afier candidite spoke. The State candidates came in,
and they had the night of way. 1 waited and waited for my
wm Two or thiee umes i the course of the evening 1
way sure that 3 was next when the chairman wonid say,

An-\‘nuw we will hear from a young and promising candi-
43te * 1 would get up each time, only 16 see that someone
clte war bang introduced, The meeting ended around
1190 that mght 1 had not been called on. I pratested
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flling in petitions for the nomination for Congress. It was
1n the Inte tummer of 1914, The petitions were printed,
and the names of State and courty candidates appeared on
them. There were blanks Jeft for the local candidates for
the State Senate and Assernbly and for representatives in
Congress

Someone hollered out, “Who is the candidate for Con-
grew?” The leader of the dutrict-1 thank it was Clarence
Fay-ame from fus backroom office. He shouted out,
“Who wants to run for Congress?” That was my chance.
“Ido,” 1 smd. "OK, put La Guardia down,” Clarence
4, That was all there was 1021, Bux 1 darn near missed
ont even so One of the men aked, “Hey, La Guardia,
what's your first name?” ¥ said, “Fiorelio.” “Oh, hell,”
he sud, “let’s get someone whose name we can spell™ 1
spefled the name carefully and slowly and had to argue
hard to get 1t on the petinons.

1 100k my nomnation sencusly. T soon fleamed that 1
®as not supposed o take tt serrously  When September
rame along, 1 atiended my first political meeting, It way
 one of the district club houses Pamphiets were dis-
tribuited chroughaut the districr annonncing the meeting,
and stating that aft the prominent candidates would talk,
1 watibere Imght wnd early "The meeting started, Candi.
date after candidate spoke. The State candidares came in,
and they hadt the right of way T wasted and waited for my
win Jwo or thiee tmes 1w the course of the evenag 1
»as sure that 1 was next when the chainnan woutld say,

And now we wilt hear from a young and. promising candi-
date * 1 would get up eack time, only 10 see that someone
thie way being wntroduced  The meeting ended around
1130 that mght 1 fad not been cafled on I protested
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door meetings ¥ would watt until the regular political rally
Tad ended, pull up in my Ford as the people were teaving,
gahes a crowd and do my tallung.

My opponent was Congressman Michae! Fatley, 2 saloon.
keeper and president of the National Liguor Dealery’ A§u—
tiauon. He had heen the regolar Tammany representative
in Congress from that district far some ume. 1 was called
down once or twice for being “too rough” on him. Dis-
tinguwhed and serious gentlermen in the community
pomnted out to me that the retail hquor business was
3 liwfut occupavion and urged me not ta disparage the
Congressman who was in that business. 1did not disparage
him, 1 merely pointed cut that he was not a good Con-
gresuman and wasn't even a good bartender.

$When vhe votes were counted that November 1914, Con.
gressman Farley was reclected by the small margin of 1,700
votes Never before had the Democratic majority in that
dumct been less than 16,000 votes. Both my Republican
calieagues and my Democratic opponents began to take
nouce of me, The Republicans began to think that maghe
1 had a future 1 politics becawse 1 conld put cn a cam-
paign that got the public interested and therefare it would
be wise to keep me 1n the pohieal family. The showing 1
made attracted enough attention among the politicians 1o
make them thank it worth while to give me the appaint.
ment of Deputy Anorney General of the State of New
ALY

“The Republicans that year had elected Charles 5. Whis.
man Govenos and camied the Stte, ay they uywatly did i
those days, permutung Tammany the nch plunder in the
vy, by tacn agreement between the bosses of both parties,
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tand emanated unpleasant fumes, which caused 2 great
deat of discomfort 1o the residents of New York, partien-
larly on Washington Heights, Riverside Drive and part of
Staten Uland. The nuwsance had been going on for some
years. The official papers velating to this master filled at
Teast six full fle cabinets and a couple of trunks. There
were ali sonts of chemical and other technical studies and
invespations, There was no question about the soutce
af the nusance nor about its deleterious effects, besides the
discomeort and unpleasantness of it

Several studtes of the law 10 question had been made,
Many briefs had been prepared. A Rverside Dnive associa-
tion had spent a great deal of ume and maney seeking re-
Hief from thiy nuisance. One prominent member of this
auoctation, who acted as 1t attorney, way Charles Craig,
who later became Comptrolier of the City of New York.
As Comptroller his chicf detight in hife was to make kife
misetable for Mayor John F. Hylan. When, as President
of the Baard of Aldermen, T would go to the defense of the
Mayor when 1 cthought he was right, 1 had to sbsorb 2
great deal of abuse from Mr. Crang. But in this fume nui-
sitiee matter he had done excellent work in preparation
4(7( lh:‘ taw 1o abate the nuisance and in 2}l the Jegal work

ot the d

in plishing such abate.
ment.

1 was given the case, 10} 1o take charge of it and “dog
ething* There were three or four Tawyers in the
office, scruor to me, but § was 36 excited about

. l.
Qe of yuch imporance that 1 never stopped 1 Pl

just why it wasguen tome. 1devoteda great d:‘:\c:(m‘id“
day and night, 10 studying the case and fa, b

" Hiarizi
wll with all that had happened up 10 d.xmn;l! '8:::3!; 3\1‘



CHAPTER V

Public Office and Practical Politics

1

I WAS GLAD to accept the appomntment as Deputy Attorney
General of the State of New York because of the opportu-
nity to get some experience in public office in my home
State. Though I hnew that I would gain considerable
experience in the law and the way 1t was admusiered 1
New York, I did not know that I was also to lcarn a great
deal about practical pohtics m that connection. Whnle,
of cousse, I already Rnew generally that polutical pasties
help their friends, 1 never reahized unut this evpenience in
the Attorney General's office how far-reachng special priv-
ileges and favors really went

1 was assigned to the New York Cuy Bureay of the
Actorney General's office n January 1915 The mamn
office, of course, was in Albany I was gaven ¢harge of mar-
ters ranging from legal work for the State Department of
Agriculture to looking into unpud mortgage taves and
conducting litigation with the federal government, [ took
my work seriously. though I soon found that not afl of the
deputies did 3o and did not scem 0 be expected to put 0
a full day's work.

One of the big cases given to me was the mateer of the
New Jersey fume nuisance. Several factorics on the Jersey
shore of the Hudson River and one across from Staten Is.

1w
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lnd emanated unpleasant fumes, which caused a great
deal of discomfort to the residents of New York, particu-
Lrly on Washington Heights, Riverside Drive and part of
Suten Istand. The nuisance had been going on for some
years. The official papers relating to this matter filled at
Teast six full file cabinets and a couple of trunks. There
wese all sonts of chemical and other technical studies and
investigations. There was no question about the source
of the rixance nor about its deleterious effects, besides the
discomfort and unpleasantness of it.

Several studies of the law in question had been made.
Many briefs had been prepared. A Riverside Drive astocia-
tion had spent a great deal of time and money seeking re-
lief from this nuisance. One prominent member of this
association, who acted as its artorney, was Charles Craig,
who Water became Comprroller of the City of New York.
As Comptroller his chief delight in hfe was to make life
miserable for Mayor John F, Hylan. When, as President
of the Basrd of Aldermen, I would go to the defense of the
Mayor when 1 thought he was right, I had to absorb a
great deal of abuse from Mr. Craig. But in this fume nui-
sance matter he had done excellent work in preparation
of the law to abate the nuisance and in all the legal work
for the assocition jnterested in accomplishing such abate.
ment.

1 w3 given the case, told to take charge of it and “do
something” There were three or four lawyers in the
oflice, :mi(;r 1o me. but I was 30 excited about getting a
e of such importance that I never "
Just why it was gtn tome, . Hopped to cnnsider

1 devoted a grent deal of 1
thay and mght, 1o studying the case and famifiarizing s

self with all that had happened up to date, It sccmcg :Il:zyx
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the Supreme Court of the United States had already presty
well established the Iaw in cases of this Lind 10 its Gecision
in the Tennessee Coal and Iron Company case. I got in
touch with the Tennessee aficials who had charge of thet
case 2nd within 2 {ew manths 1 had sarurzred myself with
all of the faces and the law.

On two or thres former occasians it had been degided by
the previous Arrortievs General that the Sute of New Yorb
bad 2 right of acion and could proceed to zbate the nub
sznce by bringing 2n acen direet in the Supremar Count
of the Umited States, which had enginal junsdicnon in
such cses.

1 proceeded to prepare the complamt  There was B0
seeret about it 1 got the approval of the chief of our New
Yerk Buresu, who, I 2m quite sure, had the approval of
the Attornevy General 1o proceed S ane das § wenn down
to Washmpton and flad seven complzmze 1 the name of
the State of New York agunst the smen corporzuians o
cated in New Jerses uhich we charped with maununmg
the nuisance. The fact that the Szare af New York was
§ling scven cases 21 ODE BME aCUNSt soven laroe corpora:
tions stracted anenbon, and there was same publioey 1
was guite prond of having fnalh started the acvom which
had been lacked zround the offior for a1 Jeast bve or six
vezrs. Imammne mv surpnise when I rat 2 cood callinzg down
fey Pméing 50 pxrrzp:mch Yes 1 had conferred with
oy el buy 2fter all w0 a maner of such importancy
Jun getting peneral acquescence was not enouch §wuas
10id. It was true that the complamt was wemaed all neht
and the Attornes Generals name was o the complant
Bot 1 had acually taden acuon 1 the Supreme Court’

At first T was at & loss to acvount for thus sudden change
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of attitude in our affice. Well, I soon Jearned the reason
for it. The kick came from Governor Whitman. The
patty big shots were closely connected with the master.
These corporations had used their tremendous influence,
and 1 was given orders to take no action from now on un-
less T got disect approval from the chief of the bureau,
who, in turn, had ta get direct approval from the Attoshey
General

The public elamor for reliet irom the smells continued,
and the nusance continued. Itiwasestablished that the nui-
since could beabated, but it wounld require quite a consider-
able expenditure to provide changes in methods of produc-
tion and equipment, The case dragged on and on. I went
1o Congress and then to war. When next 1 inquired about
my pet case,  learned that most of the companies involved
had made a great dea) of money duying the war, and that
there had been some sort of stipulation that the ase would
not be pursued but the companies given a liberal amount
of 1ime to make the necessary changes. Finally, the fumes
ceased by gracious consent of the companies, but so far as
the people who suffered lrom them were concerned, it nas
the hard way, and no one was fined or otherwise punished
lor maintming a nuisance.

Afm\hcr interesting experience in the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office gave me eren more knowledge of the ways of
politics and ustice, 1t had to do with what might be con.
sidered trisaal violations of the Conservation 1y of the
Sute, Fyery year fish and game ingpectory brought in
sheal of complants agsinet fishermen on Long iand 50z
viohaung the iw by taking scatlops ung !
A large number of th g < one year old

T8 e3¢ Clses weve scheduled for aria),
went out to Long Island to try the, wial. |
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The company was represented by a prominent lawyer
who later became 2 Supreme Court judge in New York
State. He asked for an adjournment, and before I could
open my mouth, it was granted. I went out to Riverhead,
Long Island, to try this case at least four or five times, and
exch time adj; was req d and immediatel
granted. Fimally, after many weeks of these delays, 1 ap-
peared in court on the date last set for wial, and, much to
my surprise, the company was ready for trial.

1 had not even adjusted myself at the counsel table, and
the first juror had not yet been called, when counsel for
the big company addressed the court and req the
zourt to ask the Attorney General to advise under what
section of the law he intended to prosecute. That was easy.
The law was not more than onc and a half lines long. “No
scallops under one year of age shall be taken,” was the way
itnan. Icited it. Whereupon, the company's counsel, with
3 happy grin, took a telegram From his pocket and said:
“if Your Honor please, that law was changed last nighe,
and 1 have a telegram from the Governor so intaming
me. Now, if Your Honor please, inasmuch as this jaw hay
been changed, 1 submit that it would be bardly wornth
while to continue with this trial. Clearly the legistature
has geen the Lallacy of such a law,”

The judge m'm.Cd not a bit surprised, He seemed 1o
\now' mare :l:)UK it .21] than I did, "Oh, yes, Counsellor,
¥ quite agree,” he said. "Of course, if the Attomney Cen.
eral invsts on a trial, T suppose we will have to o through
wath sz, but 1 quite agree that it will sene no pu Be
whatoever.” The law had been changed simply by im
ing the words “in pultic waten The lirtle ﬁshemm;
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it was never intended to apply to “wrappers” that the
hams and bacon were in wrappers, and not in a container,
that the requirement that true weight be shuffm only ap-
plied to containers of glass, wood or tin but did not aPply
to wrappers. And, of course, he knew, for he had wristen
the bilL

e also knew the judge, who was an affable 'Tarnmany
judge. He went out of his way to be nice to Jimmy, and
my casz was dismissed then and there. 1started to protest
~for all the good it did mel 1 had kpown Jimmy for some
time, and after the case was dismissed, the judge came aut,
and Junmy and the judge invited me to have a drink. X
was stil} protesting at the dismissal of my case. “Jiomy,” ¥
3id, “how in the world can you possibly appear in 2 case
1o defeat your own 13w?” And Jimmy, in his urbane way,
wid" “Fiorello, when are you going to get wise? Why da
You suppose we introduce bills? We introduce them some-
times just to kill them. Other times we even have ¢o pass
2 bill, Why are you in the Auerney Generals office?
You're not going 10 stay there all your life. You make
your connections now, and later on you can pick up a lat
of dough defending tases you are now prosecuting.” And,
of course, the Judge acquiesced in 2ll that,

“But,” §snd, “a tor of hinle storekeepers have beea ned
for sefling the same kind of hams in wrappers.” “Fiorello,”
wid Jummy, “you stop worrying about those things. What
are you in politics for, for love”

‘\\‘ell. that was the end of the Walker Law so far 2 the
\[;Is packers were concerned. When I yeponted the jng
ent, no one in the deparunent scemed fo be shocked
They tiad yun into the same kind of thing in the counse o
t0INg to calorce 3 great many of our lams. Onge In







Pustrc Orrce AND PRACTICAL POLITICS 115

officers of the Austro-Hungarian Army. I knew what had
been drilled into them, 1also knew the racial and nationaj
astagonisms that had caused so much bad feeling for so
onany years frt that part of the world, The officers 1 had
talked with anticipated the day when Europe would be
controlled by Teutans, They scoffed at the military weal.-
ness of France and Great Britain. The United States, for
them, was completely out of the picture,

For most Americans, too, the United States was com.
pletely out of the picture. It struck me a$ strange how
casual the interest of the American people was duting
those heatic days of the summer of 1914, just before hos.
tiltties broke out, The newspapers cavered the situation
quite fully, But our people never seemed to realize thae
they were going 10 be affected by what was l\appcmng_
They lackes kngwledge of Ewnopean podicieal crentt and
economic and political rivalries. Most Americans hag 5
smug sellasurance that they could not possibly become
involved and Qid not realize the magnitude of the conflicy,
Some of the smarter boys knew that war would provide a
market for our goods, food and ather material, and some
of them reatized that war would give us a great advagy,,
aver our main competitars for trade, Great Britain zr%:l
Germany, 11 it should last Jong enough to exhaust by, of
them. As soon as war broke out, 1 convinted myself thy
we would become insolved, but I could not find ay, t
to azree with me,

Alter the firt shats had been fired, .
wiclded gv.r:l influence on the Ializn SV\HY?!:!?;! :‘num
1t from yoining ats partners, Germany and Augeria, ?k"P
"\,np\t 'M}:;:m:;. “That was not difficult becruse o(‘\hm :he

itionat hatr H ¢ tra.

of the Ialian people for Austris, whigy,

1y one
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officers of the AustroHungarian Army. 1 knew what hag
been drilled into them, Lalso knew the racial and nationy)
antgonivmy that had caused so much bad feeling for 8
many years in that part of the world. The officers 1hayg
tulked with anticipated the day when Europe would be
controfled by Teutans. They scoffed at the military weag .
fess of France and Grear Britain, The United States, foy
them, was completely out of the picture.

For most Americans, too, the United States was cop.
pletely out of the picture. It struck me s strange higy,
sl the interest of the American people was durjy,
those hectic days of the summer of 1914, just before hoo
tilities broke out. The newspapers cosered the situatjon
quite fully But our people never seemed to realize fpy
they were going 10 be affected by what was happening,
Ty e tinowitulne o Snrupeny politien” eYOny ypd’
cconamic a0d political rivalties. Most Americans hag 5
smug self assurance that they could not possibly becyme
involied and did not realize the magnitude of the conpjey,
Some of the smarter boys knew that war would provige 4
market {or our goods, food and other material, and Some
of themn realized that war would give us a great advaqum
over our man competitors for trade, Great Britain g;
Germany, if it should last tong enough to exhaust bo\;n £
thtm. As 300n a3 war broke out, I convinced myself u:;
we would become involyed, but T could not find any :
10 agree with me. one

Alter the first shots had been fired, tent,
Ynddcd great influence on the Ialian gmcrg:::u 5:"“‘“
it from joinung ita pantness, Genmany and Austria, e
Triple Alliance. That was not difficult becayse af‘u,ﬂ the
ditionat hatred of the lalian people for Austria, \fh":}

. 1



116 Tre MakiNe oF Ay InsurcENT

had seized and was holding shat was known as the Ialian
Unredeemed Provinces, including Trieste, The huatbian
peoaple were overwhelmingly against participation en the
side of Austria and Germany. Italy received definite com-
mitments from Great Bruain that if she remained neuttat,
she would.have thase Unredeemed Provinces retumned to
her, When Jualy finally entered the war on the side of the
Allies in 1915, those commitments were increased.

Not uniil the Presidenual election of 1916 did it dawn
on most of the American people that we might get into
this war. Qur exports had increased enormously. Wewere
selling to both sides at the outser. Germany never suc-
ceeded in shutting off our shipments to Great Britain and
France and to Meduerranean ports, though the British
Nayy soon stopped shupraents to the Central Powers. Exen
after Gexmany stepped up her submanne watfare and de-
clared a blockade of the entsre Britssh coast, she was never
completely eflectir e in heeping out our supplies. Germany
knew our mulitary and nasal serength to a man. She had
full details of our unpreparedness. The unpleasantness
with Mexico in 1916 and our border military activity at
that time was not at all impressine tn comparison with the
might of the armies in European trenches. Germany went
as far as she did in submanne warfare because she never
could believe that the United States would enter the war.
Besides, Germany had many friends in the United States.
The German element was rather powerful in Amencan
politics, especially in many of the larger cities. Great
Britain was not popular in many places in the United
States, and Germany did not overlook that situation. We
did not know much about propaganda in those days. and
we did not reatize the extent of Gesman propaganda in the
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Unised States during the first world war. Though we got
2 Iiberal education afterwards and are experts at it now,
1 do not think we wetc ever as skiliful and subtle as the
Cermans. We ourselves have naw veached the point of
overdoing out propaganda.

Having convinced myself that we wete going to get into
the war, | decrded that T wanted to go into our Afr Corps.
1 got hold of my friend Giuseppe Bellanca, the brother of
my fuend August Bellanca, the garment workers® leader.
At boy in Sicily Giuseppe had got intcrested in aviation,
when Santos-Dumont first started to fly there. Bellanca
spent hours on the Siaifian beaches scaling flat stones and
waching them hop He carefully watched the birds fiy
and studied acrodynamics by himsell. He managed to get
a grounding in higher mathematics. Even 23 2 boy he was
atway talkung about fying.

Guseppe Bellanca came to thus country before the war
and starfed making aurplanes by hand. I was the attormey
for the company he formed, which consisted of abont
teenty five cooks and waters, each of whom had put in
about $100. All of them attended 21l the meetings of the
company, which were quite exciting. | did their legal
work free of charge.

Desides buslding planes, Giuseppe Bellanca 1an a small
fying schioo] 2t Mincols, Long Ysland. It was there that [
studied flysng Aviation was young then, Bellanca had
o planer. One was wed for nstruction. It wag a light
Bitriottype monoplane with a threecylinder Anzpni
motwr. 1t was a pretty hitde roy, bue it Gew. The motor
¥ supposed to develop about 30 horsepouer,

i
Bheen out of 12, on actual tese, vese

n e were daing welf,
Quite an avorsment of indisiduals were tearning 16 fly
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United States during the first world war. Though we gat
2 Iberal education alterwards and are experts au it now,
1 do not think we were ever as skillful and subtle as the
Germans. We ourselves have now reached the point of
overdoing our propaganda.

Having convinced mysell that we were going to get inga
the war, I decided that I wanted to go into our Air Corps,
1 got hald of my friend Giuseppe Bellanca, the brather of
my friend August Bellanca, the garment workers® leader,
As a boy in Sicily Giuseppe had got interested in aviation,
when SantosDumont first started to Hy there. Bellane,
spent hours on the Sicilian beaches scaling flat stones ang
warching them bop. He carelully watched the bivds gty
and studied dy by himself. He d to get
a grounding in higher mathematics. Evenl as a boy he wag
always talking about flying

Giuseppe feflanca came 1o tul country Setore 6t way
and started making airplanes by hand. I was the attolney
for the company he formed, which consisted of aloyy
twenty-five cooks and waiters, each of whom had puy jn
about 3100, All of them attended 21l the meetings of the

company, which wese quite exciting. 1 did thei
work free of charge. s i el

Besides building planes, Giuseppe Bell
Rying schoot at Munreola, Long Bl;:nd. 1::2 ::;: ‘!hma!l
stadied fying. Aviation was young then. Bellanca ;: :
two P\nnt; One was used for mstruction, It was a iy d
Blériottype monoplane with a three-cylinder 4 lshf
motes. 1t was a prerty hittle toy, but it Bew, The ‘h.mm
was supposed to develap about 30 horsepouer, 1f wnotm
Bfteen out of it, on actal test, we wern doing \;:1\ © ot
Quite an assortment of individuals were lcam‘u‘xg 1o ff
Y
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of 2 fiyer. Tt did help me to get into the Air Corps later,
bowever,

1 believed then, as 1 believe today, that Giuseppe Bel-
lancs is one of the greatest plane designers the world has
ever known. He could get mare Jift out of less horsepoweT
than any plane maker. He always had tough going.
He never had enongh capital, and many of his associates
were always more intesested in promotion than in produt-
tion, Bellanca produced the Columbia plane, built by
fand. That type of plane had sore crossings of the Atlantde
to its credit than any other plane during the early period
of trans-Atlaniic fiying. In fact, the old Columbia is still
kicking around semewhere. Bellanca planes of that period
won al] the efficiency contests at air meets, so much so that

the contests were fimally elimmnated. I actually saw the
present mmuld inged

% P e af sands
ard type, on Bellanca’s drawing-boards back in 1514. Dur-

g Warld War II, the Navy took his design, went into
production, with not even a word of credit or thanks to

Gssseppe Bellanca, Some contracior made a Yot of money
out of it.

3

1kept presty busy in 1915 and 1916, what with my work
1 the Atorney General's office, leatmng to fly, and build.
mg my fences for the 1916 Congressional campaign. I had
Y heart sull set on going to Congress, and my first defeat
did pot discourage me. Once when [ was in ‘Washington,
a member of Congress gave me a card to the “famnily”
gflery. Iwonld not go. 1did not want ta enter the House
of Representatives unti) § could go ont the Roor as a mem-
ber But 1 read the Congressianal Record veliglousty.
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party and run in the primaties againse snother Republian
arganzation choice.

Finally, } made an appointment jo see Fred Tanner,
who way then Republican State Chairman, He had })ccn
lesder of my home dustrict. Fred Tanner was 2 prominent
fawyer, schotarly and gentlemanly, v.\'hq was mmrcster? in
politics. He had bad a meteoric rise in the Republican
Party, but he was far too refined and clean to make 2 suc-
cess as boss of the New York State Republicans, Na.tura]ly‘
“Tanner was greatly occupied, as it was a Presidertinl year.
New York State was going to the Republuzn' convcnu:fn
m Chicago with its Governor, Charles § Whitman, as its
favortte son. I do not believe Fred Tanner was very hot
about Whitman.

1 had an mteresung talk with the State Chairman, He
epeated the old gaff about my future in politics, and he
tried ta convince me that it was te my interest to stay put
thatyear. ¥ was not a bit impressed. He was frank enough
ta tell me that a young cutsider wanted the Congressional
nomination badly that year. Ang this young man’s friends
had p d 1o make a sub 1 ibution to the
Republican Party, if he got the nomination. The out-
sider’s name was Hamulton Fish, There is no doubt that
be wamed to go to Congress, and he succeeded after Wosld
War 1. But he was elected to Congress from Dutchess
CTounty, a Jong way from 14th Street in Manhattan,

Fred Tanner made one hlunder m his effort to talk e
out of running that year. He sard that if [ had gone to any
expense, such a3 printing my petitions, or anything else,
he would see that I was reimbursed, tvell

the ceiing. I don’t think Fred meant §
it But 1 blew up,

b T just hiy

t the way 1 took
and that fust about ended pur ulk,
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surted, 1was ‘way ahead of them. The am?aigﬂ was diffi-
cult becavse my district had such varied. interests. The
East Side section was interested in econosics and the ffx-
ture of Europe; Washingon Squate, before G h Vil
Tage had become The Village, was most conservative~for
higher tarifls, Jower taxes, big business stuff, and the West
Side Insh were anti-British and completely Tammanyized.

‘Whale T had many friends in the Socialist Party, they
waged their fight against me on the East Side. It was their
tatties 10 accept an nhira-conservative rather than a pro-
gresive, Tammany was counting ont a heavy vote in the
West Side section of the district and the solid Little Tim
Sullivan Third District on the East Side,

Thys time my candrdacy was not taken by Tammany
Hall as the joke 1t had been to 1ts henchmen twa years be-
fore, They werean a driemma, They didn’t dare put Mike
Farley, their candidate, on the stump. So all sorts of
stump speakers were imparted into the district. We had
agreat time with them. I covered every corner in that dix
triet, 1 think. We would start eatly in the evening, on the
‘West Side, keep going east, and 1t was not unusual fov the
last street meeting to end "way past one o'clock in the
morning. Then, 10 Styvesant Hall or some taffee house
on the East Side for another hour or two of campaigning.

Tammany was not really worreed. They depended on
o things® on the Democratic majonity usual in that Con-
gressional dustrct, which they considered overwhelming,
and on the count. Republican leadess in the West §ide
distncts and 1 some of the Eagt Side districts ‘were ngt
xlm\y weak but unn:uxm'onlw ;tnd senal. The Repablican

eader an Lattle Tim Sullwan’s East Side dhstrice was an

falian who had made a fortune ag 2 padrone for the Erje
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Hughes was very popular as a former Governor of New
York and a Justice of the United States Supreme Court
We were cerain of getting a big vote in that “blue n?ck
ing" section of my district, and, in fact, we did very litdle
campaigning there. R

We were all pretty tired that [ast Monday night before
election day, We stuck it out at meetings usnil swo o'clock
in the morning. We had to get up very eatly on election
day, for webad 2 job to do. After about theee haurs slesg,
we coverad the two or three lodging houses in the disteict,
flop houses. At five o'clock we visited these, for we knew
that Tarsmany planned to vate the inhabitants in 2 pack
Wetween eight and pine thar morming. Our boys were
ready with coffee and rolls and doughnuts, so that by the
time the Tammany men came around, the flop house in-
habitants had already vated. It was the first nme in years,
some of the old fimets vemarked, that the guests of chese
flop houses had voted sober.

We had & listle trouble early in the morning when word
was spread, allegedly by one of the Republican leaders,
“La Guardia basn’t got 3 chance, 50 trade votes for Con-
gress for a Republican Assemblyman.” We got hold of
that Yeader quickly, took him m the car with us and went
from potting place to polhing place strarghteniog awy that
one.

Qur real mrouble started when the polls closed and the
count began. In thase days we sull had paper ballots. The
count was long and tedious. "There was ample Yime and
opportuntity for marking ballots so that they would be dis.
qualihed, for substinting ballots, and every other kind of
dirty, dishonest politteal trick.

1 took the toughest distsict on the waterfront 10 watch,
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was spread, allegedly by one of the Republican leaders,
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che,

Our real trouble started when the polls closed and the
count began. In those days we still had paper ballaes. The
count was lang and tedious. There was ample time and
opponanay for marking baflots so that they wauld be dis-
quahified, far subsututtag ballets, and every other kind of
dirty, dishonest politieal trick,

1 took the toughest district on the waterfront to watch,
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Jt was bout four in the morning before we could get 2
fiaal count, 1 had won the election. But it was a good
thing we had watched that count carefully, for I won by
357 votes~ 7,272 for me, 6,315 for Farley. X

1 got quite a reception on the East Side. Sam Koenig,
who was the Republican county chail was g 1y
elated 2t my victory. There is one thing 1 could alway.
say about Sam Koenig then and during the many years fol-
towing if he gase you his word about something, he Lept

1 an enthusi

P p in other parts
ofthe 14th Congressional District. After all, it was the first

ume 2 Republican had been edected to Congress below Yith
Street since the foundation of the Republican Party. 1 par-
ticalarly thought 1 would get a riotous Teception in my
own home district. I mever saw such gloom anywhere,
‘The hangerson at the club hardly nodded 1o me. Someone
was on the telephone 1n the rear office, assuring the Demo-
cnanc Jeader of the district, who was supposed to be his
rival, “Na, Joe, we drdn’t doublecross you; we dide't do
anythug for this fellow, You just can't control him.” An
apotogy for my victory is what I heard instead of congratu-
latonst Those ate just sore of the little things that have
made me an incurable insurgent.

1 got another lesson in pohucs from that campaign of
1916 William M. Calder, then a Representative in Con-
giess from a Brooklyn distner, was runming for United
$tares Senator from New York. ‘There was no sham about
Ball Calder A successful builder and an active member of
the House of Representatves for many years, a staunch
Republican, most conservative, he made 1o claims to be-
ing a progressive and always retained a real party man.
e and 1 had already becorme close friends.

it 1
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tlemanly, amiable and useful member of the House during
the entire’time of his service there.

4

“Things began to happen. fast after the reclection of
Woodrow Wilson in 1916 on 2 "HeXkeptus-out-ofwar” so-
gan. Charles E. Hughes had conducted a clean, dignified
Gmpaign. That man just could not do anything else,
whether as of greedy i s as
2 practicing lawyer, gavertor or judge. A roughamdium.
ble campaign against Wilson's “He-kept-us-outofwar” line
mught have changed the result. But Hughes would not
guarantee that he, too, would keep us out of war, He
honestly, frankly and openly stated that only the condi-
tions and evemts of the foture could determine whether we
would remamn out of war ar not. Then, there was the
trivial incadent whereby, because of bad advice, and a
mixup in bns itinerary in Califorma, it was made to appear
that his failure to cali on Senator Hiram Johnson was an
intenuenal shght  That cost Hughes the small majority
18 Califorma that was needed to bring Wilson one of the
closest victories in American history,

Alter election day, the pace of events increased rapidly.
Again, the Genmans muineerpreted the sentiments and
¢haracter of the American people. The Germans took the
vewk of the slection to mean that no matter what they
did, this country wontd not declare war on them, We had
waty sincere pacifists in the country then. Y am not using
the word in any derogatory sense, ‘They were men who
really believed that the war was no concern of qurs, and
that it would be of greater value g0 the world i we re-
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was rursored that great outside influence was bmughi to
bear, not ly any improper infi on
of the court, I have heard it stated that it was made clear
that Von Papert’s conviction would be most distasteful to
high ecclesiastical authorities. That man never was any
3ood, and the world would have been better off and bun-

dreds of innocent people would still be alive if he had
never existed,

Germany stil) had many Friends in the United States in
1916, Her plans had already gone beyond the defeat of
Great Bryiain and France. She had wont cansiderable pres-
tige in South America. With the defeat of Great Britain,
France and Russsia, she was sure of control of the Near and
Middle East. And with the extension of her influence in
South Arnerica she would have had the United States at
her mercy.

During thus period Germany was under these misappra-
bensions: (1) That the United States would not declare
war, {2) that if, by some chance, we should declare war, we
could not possibly prepare an army ta be of any use in
tme to keep Britain, France and Russia in the fight; (3)
that tf we could manage to prepare, we could nat transport
an army overseas, and {4) that if we did tanspart our atm-
163, they would not be sufficiently trained and equipped to
Ve of much help. Therefore, Germany became brazen in
her atntude, and she started trouble in Mexico, ane of her
worst e1romy, s0 far as arousing the American public against
her was concerned,

On January 19, 1917, the German Foreign Minister,
Asthur Zimmerniann, had writzn the Minister to Mexico,
von Eckbandt, 3 note transmitied through Count \ar;
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whom [ afterwards sexved. [ grew very fond of many of
them and developed great respect and admiration for
them. 1 entered the House under the rule of courtesy by
which memberselect were permutted on the floor, My
dream of a hfetime had come true,
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whom 1 aftenvards served. T grew very fond of many of
them and developed great yespect and admiration for
them. 1 entered the House under the rule of courtesy by
which members-elect were permitted on the floor. My
dream of a lifetime had come true.
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in the House of Rep. The Republi

named
James R. Mann, of 1ilinois, the greatest panizmentarian of

his o any other persod. He was every inch a statesman—
<ourageos, able and honest. Mann was pretty hard on
young members, had 1o patience with lazy membess. In
the preiminary maves the majonty shifted from side to
sde. ¥ vored for James R, Mann. On the fnal count
Charmp Clask won with 217 votesagainst 205 for Mann, twa
for Fredenck H. Gillett and two for Irvine L. Lenroot,
with two members merely answenng present,

From thea an, of course, the Democtats were able 1o
organize the House, elected all the officials, commitiee
thaitmien ang held the majorities an the committees, Rep-

Schall was ded by assig 20 the Com-
mittee on Rufes. This was exceptional for a first termer,
as that was one of the most important committees in the
House. There was considerable teseatment against him
among e Republicans, hut he outlived it and was not.
subjected to the retaliation some of us insurgents suffered
tater, Mr. Schall went on 1o the United States Senate on
the Republican ticket.

Many of the old timers were sull in Congress in 1917,
and many men who have become famous since, such ax
Cordell Hull snd Tom Connally, were then membexs of
the House, “Uncle Joe” Cannon was still holding forth
and going atsang. It was not unul after the war that he
‘oegan 10 wealen physically. Toward the end his memory
was fating, and 1 heard him make the same speech twice in
one day. Nawwrally, 1 was strongly prejudiced against
N Un(k: Joer C.-mt\:m. Yhad folloued the fight on Cannon-
ism uu.h great anterest. As Speaker he had vuled the
Viouselike a Tsaz, and 1 had great admiration for men like
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Speaker would ask. Then if he refused to Tecognize the
‘member, thete was no appeal from his decision. Commit.
tees under that system were entirely at the mercy of the
Speaker because they just could not get consideration of
bilts he did not want considered.

The successful fight on Cannonism resulted in new rules
for the House. These Tules took from the Speaker the
power to appoint chairmen of committees and established
the seniority system. The new tules provided for a calen~
darand i Calendar Wednesdays, when commit-
tees took turns and had the right to call up any bill
teported A Committee on Rules was established. It coutd
bring bills to the consideration of the House out of their
regular onder, Prionty and precedence for appropriation
bills and bills from the Ways and Means Committee were
established. The Unanimous Consent Calendar was pro-
wided for, a system by which non-controversial bills could
be exped i

P ly passed by consent. In short,
the Houwe of Rep

became | fally what it
should be, a body of representatives of the American peo-
ple. with a voice 1n the of legistati g

that their legi: could be prop-
«tly considered. This was quite an improvement and was
successful for some years. But, then, even these moderniza.
tions became archaic. It fell to my lot in 1924 to lead
new for funher \iberalization of the House
tules.

2
The one thought in Congress in April 1917 w
; 1 ¢ vas war,
Webad &m.:hed organizing ourselves in the House at 7:47
of the evening of Aptil second. Then the Senate and the
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take immediate steps to put the country in a state to prose-
cute that viar effectively. He told the Congress that we had
0 quareel with the Germans, but only with their aggzes-
Jive rulers. He welcomed the Russian p‘euplc into a
“league of honor” of free peoples and praised them for
throwing off, a few weeks before, the shackles of autocracy
by revolution, He recalled the fact that the Prussian
autocracy had filled our country with its spies and had
tried 10 arouse our neighbor, Mexico, against us, We were
fighting, he said, for the [iberation of peoples, including
the Genman peoples, for the rights of nations great and
small. “The world must be made safe for democracy,” he
added.

In his Insugural Address about 2 month before, Presi-
dent Wilson had said- “We are provincials no longer, The
tragical events of the thirty months of vital turmoil
throngh which we have just passed have made us citizens
of the wosld, These can be no turning back. Qur own
fortunes a5 a nation are involved, whether we would have
1ts0 ar not.”

The House adjourned after we heard the President’s
mesage. Nest day, the Committee on Foreign ARairs re-
ported a resolution declaring war on Germany, The de-
bage statted. It was heated, at umes bitter. The Chicago
and Wuconsin delegations in the House were strongly
oppored 10 the declaration of war. The debate continued
forscveral days, Sessions were long, and a number of night
wsuions weve held, The gallenies were packed all the time,

Qur debate ran on into Thursday, April fifth, and after
a short tecess we resumed in night session. Every member
who wanted 1o 1alk had the opportunity to take the floor.
Debate was absolutely unlimited and no member was
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Rankin's pame was called. It was a firm and unbroken rule
of the House that no comment or explanation could be
made dusing a roll call. It was éither “Yes” or “No."”
Then Jeannette Rankin brohe a precedent of 140 years
and s3id, *1 want to stand by my country, but I cannat
vote for war” There was a hush. The reading dlerk
tumed to the Spealer, Tally clerks awaited instructions,
“Continge the all,” said Champ Clark, and Miss Rankin
wastecorded in the negative, It was stated at the time that
Misy Rankin was crying. 1 have been asked the question
30 many times. 1 do not know, for I could not see because
of the tears in my own eyes,

“That Hause appreciated the enormity of the action we
were taking. The final vote was 373 for war, 50 against, 9
not voting. At 3:14 an. on Good Friday the House ad-

joumed, and the United States had offcislly enterzd
World War L

3

There was not much for us to do when the House recon.
ened Monday, April ninth. For several days there way a
tomplete Jetdown alter the tenseness and excitement of
the dechirauon of war. None of us new members of Con-
gress was appoiated ta zny of the important committees, o
we had plenty of time on our hands at a time when we
winted 10 be up nid doing. The Ways and Means Com.

mittee way considering the foreign Yoan bill, The Mil;
Affun Commitiee had several im o4

3 rtant bills before i
sncluding the aviation bill. e <t

We had 1o air service at that time, Thooy

. . gh the Euro.
pean war had been going on for nearly three years, and.
aviation had developed from an incidental 2820t of gbser.
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csition. He was firm. He bad given the matter much
hought, and he knew very well that 2 draft was necessary
wones or later, that if it came later, the flower of Ameri-
an manpower would already have responded and might
well have been wiped out, as had happened in Great Brit-
ain. In order to obtain the necessary number of men as
so0m as they were needed, to provide proper large scale
framing, there was only one way, and that was to com-
mence drafting men at once.

The War Department worked frantically on a draft bill.
Then it was sent to the House Military Affairs Commit-
tee, which was under the control of the Democrats. Chair-
man Dent, head of that commuttee, was opposed to the
dnals, and 3o was the second-ranking member of that com-
mittee, 1t fell to Representative Julius Kahn, of Cali-
fomia, the ranking mmority member, to sponsot the drafe
bilt on the floor of the House and 1o fight it through to
success. He assumed that great responsibility and per-
lormed it beaunfully. It was one of the hardest fights
Amyune sponsoring a bill had ever had towage in thehistory
of the House. The Speaker, the majority leader, the chair-
man of the Military Affairs Committee all were against the
¢raft bill. They fought it openly and vigorously. It was
during that debate that Speaker Champ Clark referred to
“ronutipt of convict” in us famous speech on the subject.
Whale the debate was gaing on, the Army pulled one of its
boners by adsernising for recruits, using sensational postery
with the fegend, “Don’t be a Sent, be 2 Went.” That cer.
tainly didn't help matiers any. Those of us in the Home
who were fighung for the bill compelled the War Depart.
ment to withdraw those posters quickly.

Fred Brisien, of 1Minois, who when he became chairman
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var, 3 offcred an amendment to the draft bill providing
for no exemptions but permitting those with honest, con-
scientions abjections ar religious convictions ta be f:xcuscd
only from combat service. I wanted them to be assigned to
clerical, hospital, agricultural or manual work of a non-
tombatant nature, My amendment was defeated, 1 was
even against exemptians for physical deficiencies if those
people could perform clerical or ather less strenuous work.
than field or combat sexvice, 1 was akio opposed to any
young man bolding officer's rank during the first six
months of his service, so that all would be trained on 2
busis of absolute equality, and we would have a really
democratic anmy.

During the early days of my service in the House, I'sent
Post cards to my ' in the 14th Congressional
District asking for their opmions on conscription and ex-
phining that it 1reated everyone alike, subject anly to age
and physical qualificati 1 wrate my i

1 think conscription is needed, and I am teying to edu-
@ie the peaple up to 1t There have been attempts to
introduce bills into Congress which would exempt the
Raemer trom service, or the cotton grower, or the tabacco
grower If New York does nor watch out she will be having
0 supply as large a proportion of the Army as she now
docs of the zaves, which 15 onethird. The cnly way to
oid thas 1 to institute compulsory service. 1tis up to you
to sespond, don't blame me if you don’t like the way 1
tote "

Quite a few of my conssituents dig not Jike my vote in
fa107 of the dralt btl. There were Socialists and athers in
Y dustnct opposing the war. But ¥ started then the policy
¥ used ever alierwards of voting as I thought right, explain.
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4 member after member who got up on the Roor to
argue for the foreign loau bull,

©n Apri founteenth 1 told the House:

“1do nat share the belicf of some of my colleagues whe
Tave expressed firm confidence and figure on the complete
restitution of the §3,000,000,000 loan to be made to for-
tign gorvernments, Yes; 1 believe that a good partion will
¢ in due time yeturned, but 1 am certain that some of it
will have to be placed on the profit and loss column of
Uncle Sam’s books  Let us understand that clearly now
and not be decetved later. Even so, if this brings about 2
speedy termimavion of the European war and permanent
PEACE 10 Our QW R couTitty 1t 18 3 good isestroent at that”

1 wanted 1o vote for forergn loans, but I did not want
Congress and the country to fid themseives about geuting
the money back with interest in full and then being disap-
panted and bitter about it. At the time, my speech was
tegurded ag just another crack from a roolie member.
By i% bas been quoted often since, during the refunding
negotianons in lates years and alier defanlts and subse.
Ruent foan transactions with our Alhes,

_ When these refunding negottations were on, 1 took part
inthe debate, There was opposition to refunding on any
Basis but the full principal and interest, 1 told the House:
“Take it, Be buchy if you get it at all. 1 doube that you
will get even this much.” Next to Finland, Great Britain
had the best vecord so far a3 our World War I debr way
cancemned. The loans of World War I had to be greatly
seduted and are not pard m full today. Lend fease way
quite properly marked off to the greatest extent. Had it
0ot been for Great Bnwan holding the line, we would
have been paying big indemnities ta the Nagia at this very
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bilitiey of persecution and miscarriages of jusﬁ:e. 1 sought
1o put some sense into the measure. ‘While some changes
were made in the original measure, the bill as finally passed
contzined many of the evil provisions, and many of the
injustices 1 had feared actually occurred.

Some provisions of the espionage bull, T felt, would pre-
sent legitimate criticism of maladministration in the mili-
ury esablishment and the govermment in general. Such
aiticisn was not necessanily of advantage to the enemy and
lack of it could be of great disadvantage to our own effi-
ciency. The ban on the right to indulge in it would de-
prive American cnizens of their traditional privilege to
iticize therr government even in military affairs. I was
also worried that some provistons of the espionage bill
might prevent legitimate aid being given to republican

movements 1n European countries by atizens of the
United States,

1 recened time 1o wik on the espionage bill on May 2,
1917 ¥ obyected to the fact that while time had been vn-
humited for debate on the resolution declanng war and on
the conscription bill, an attempt was being made by the
1ponsor of the espionage bill, Mr. Wehb, of North Caro-
lins, 2 mewmber of the House Judiciary Committee, to Jimit
debate 1o five minutes for any member, “No member of
this House,”  sad, “should be Yimited in his opposition to
this un-A and vicious Jegislation.”

“Thos bill,” 1 1old the House, “is the most important
meare that has come belore the Hause during this and
frany previous sessions. It is a revolutionary measure. Jy
thocks me as much as if a bill were proposed to change the
wlor and formation of that flag we so deatly love. Gentle.
men. 1f you pass ths bill and i€ it is cnacted into faw Yau
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that the scandal, abuses, graft and incompetency of 1898
are not to be repeated,” I told the House, “and the press is
theit medium of detecting and exposing these abuses and
aimes Tt is our duty as their representatives to do noth-
ing which will impair, vestrict, ot lunit the press in l'he ful-
Gllment of that duty. This alone, without considering the
destruction of one of our basic fundamental principles of
hbeny, is sufficient justificaion to arouse the indignation
of this House and send this bill back to the committee,
where it should die in shame and neglect.”

1recalled that the infamous Sedition Act of 1798 was the
bt previous attempt to shackle the minds of the American
people in the way we were trying to do it in 1917, Yako
pointed out that under the provisions of this espionage bill
amustnce to oppressed peoples in other parts of the world
would be prevented, and af such an act had been on our
sutute books at the time, the Republic of Portugal would
nothae seen the light and the hopes of the Russian people
would not hase been realized.

On May fourth the House voted ¢o strile out the whole
of the dangerous Section 4 by a vote of 221 to 167, 1voted
2qunst the espionage bill as a whole even with the offen.
tive Section 4 removed because I thought it still contained
o0 many dangerous provisions. The act was passed and
Temanned on aur statute books, a potential danger to our
Wberties thereafter, On February 9, 1951, I wrote to Nor-
man Thomas in anser to a letter from him asking me to
ote for repe of the Espionage Act, which the Senate had
voted unanimously to Tepeal:

; ' Please do mot talk repeal of the Espionage Act 1o me,
sntroduced a bill for jes Tepeal in 1919 and every Con-
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that the scandals, abuses, graft and incompetency of 1898
srenot to be repeated,” I told the House, “and the press is
their medium of detecting and exposing these abuses and
aimes. It is our duty as their representatives to do noth-
g which will impair, restrict, or limit the press in rhe hul-
fllment of that duty, This alone, without considering the
destruction of one of our basic fundamental principles of
Dbenty, 18 sufficient justification to arouse the indignation
of this House and send this bill back to the commttee,
where it should die in shame and neglect.”

1recalled that the infamous Sedition Act of 1798 was the
Last previous attempt to shackle the minds of the American
people in the way we were trying to do it in 1917. I ako
pomnted out that under the provisions of this espionage bill
asutance to oppressed peoples in other parts of the world
would be prevented, and if such an act had been on our
sauite books at the time, the Republic of Portugal would
not hase seen the light and the hapes of the Russian people
would not have been realized.

On May tounth the House voted to strike out the whole
of the dangerous Section 4 by a vote of 221 to 167. I voted
33nst the espionage bill as a whole even with the offen-
wike Section 4 vemoved because 1 thought it still contained
190 many dangerouy provisions, The act was passed and
stmaned on out statute books, a potential danger to our
iberuex theseafter, On February 9, 1931, 1 wrote 1o Nor»
tan Thomas in answer to a letter from him asking me to
vote for repe.d of the Espronage Act, which the Senate had
Mt;‘l unanimotuly ta repeals

“Please do ot 1a¥k 1epeal of the Espionage Act to 3
U inteoduced a bl Tor su epaal in !:l‘.l afd every C::
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victed under the Espionage Act, and among those :un-
victed were Eugene V. Debs and “Big Bull” Hayw.ood.

Other measures considered by the House during those
st months of war contained provisions 1 considered dan-
gerous to our civil liberties. One provision of the Trading
with the Enemy Act permitted the President by proclama-
uontoinclude in the term “enemy” almost anyone he saw
£t. 1 spoke against that provision, maintaming that it was
urneeessry to give the President such powers and perni-
dious 10 do S0, Our penal laws covered such acts as might
be committed by individuals, 1 pointed out that under
this provinen a whole class of individuals could be denom-
insted “enemy” and “afien’ when there was no evidence
sufficient to warcant indicements against them but merely
suspicions concerning them. They could be deprived ol
their right of habeas corpus and their other sacred right
under the law on the say-so of the President or any othe
oficer of the government, to whom he might delegate hi
broad authority

We had alrcady passed plenty of acts providing ampl

Protection for the government from enemy aliens or othex
toemies, Conspiring against the draft was punishable and
3 was imparting informaton to the enemy. “This is the
Ent time in the history of this country,” I pointed out to
the Hmut “that we have incuded ‘classes’ in a bill. We
e ging power to take people by class and groups, with-
out wial, without Jurisdicuion, without showing cause,
without froper cause, and hold them until the termination
of the war™ These broad powers permitted irresponsible

* Avewy van

e T K 2 e e e
Ty 1o aevelt granted it on Chriwas Day, 1993, bus 6o Christ.
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i, There were plenty of cases where the excuse that we
could not wait for such 2 thing as a Civil Service examina-
ton was being used to get politieal henchmen jobs whether
or not they were quahfied for the work. A big food survey
w3 ordered by act of Congress 1 succeeded in getting an
amendment passed providing that the jobs created under
hat survey should come under Cral Service, after 1 had
sead a letter from J. A. Mcllhenny, President of th? Cx_\rll
Senice Commission, assunng us that hus orgamu‘.mn
tould handie the job without any delay. But1 iaﬂ?d ina
sunilar effort to present exemption from Civil Service reg-
ulations for the large increase in the persaunel of the
Burezy of Mines to handle our greatly expanded explo-
sives production. Democratic Congressmen then in the
mjomy wamed as many “desening Demotrats” as pos-
sible to gee those jobs, no matter what therr abilities or
quihfianons.

The food situation was not handled as well during
World War { as duning World War 11, Pnces soared be-
yond the pocketbooks of many famities. Many people were
not getting enough o eat, though everyone knew that
there was plenty of food available, that warehouses and
told storage plants were bulging with it. 1 pointed out to
the House that 10 3 land able to appropriate billions of
dallary, with ful) employment throughout the counny, we
wete watnesung the spectacle of food riots in New Yorl
City berause women were desperate at their inability to
provide therr familes with adequate nourishment, even
thouzh some of them as well as their husbands were wage.
camers. Profiteers were amasung great fortunes at the ex.
pease of the hiealth and happiness of the American people.

Same doubts were expressed on the fioor of the House
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1ess 3 package, bought by children of poarer families, ex-
empted from taxes, but [ failed that time.

When the aviation bill came before the House, there
was o oppusition 10 it though it called for the largest
amount, $640,000,000, ever appropriated up to that time
for amy one branch of the Army. Tt also gave wide, blanket,

¢ hority for the expenditure of that large

um.
The enure job of designing, producing and delivering
planes for war purposes during World War 1 was a miser-
able faiture and cannot be compared with the magnificent
job done during World War i  Considerable study was
made by ostennbly qualified technicians, Then the whole
aviation program was centered around the Liberty motor.
But by the time these studses had been completed and the
Tepont based on them accepted, the Liberty motor was ob-
solete and antiquated. Yet we went right on into manufac-
ture of these Liberties an a big scale. Our decition to
build our planes around the Liberty motor was z great
duppointment to our Allies, Great Britain, France and
faly. They knew, even in those days, the huge productive
©pacity of our country. They realized that i€ it was prop-
&1y applied, we could surpass the combined efforts of all
the Allied countries, 1t was theit hope that we could gt
into airplane motor production here, where we had so
foich 13w material and manufacturing skill, to such an
cxtent that we could relive European centers of any
further plane production. Bat the Liberty motor was not
only 2 1ad disappoi but a defnite di
Taly bad 10 continue burlding Fiat and Isoua-Fraschini
moton, and France and Great Britzin had to go on making
their own types. We nere respansible for the necessity 10
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253 3 package, bought by children of poorer families, ex-
empted from taxes, but I farled that time.

When the aviation bill came before the House, there
as o opposition to it though it called for the largest
amount, §640,000,000, ever appropriated up to that time
forany one branch of the Army. It also gave wide, blanket,

dented authority for the expenditure of that large

P
mm,
The entire job of designing, producing and delivering
planes for war purposes during World War I was a miser-
ahle ailure and cannot be compared with the magnificent
job done during World War II. Considerable study was
made by vstensibly qualified technicians, Then the whole
aviation program was centered around the Liberty motor.
But by the time these stadies had been completed and the
teport based on them accepted, the Liberty motor was ob-
wlete and antiquated, Yet we went right on into manufac-
fure of these Liberties on a big scale. Our decision to
build our planes around the Liberty motor was 2 great
duappointment to our Allies, Great Britain, France and
‘“‘Y:Thcy knew, even in those days, the huge productive
@pacity of our country. They realized that if it was prop-
erly applied, we could surpass the combined efforts of all
the Allied countries. It was their hope that we could get
Ita airplane motor production here, where we had so
wuch iw material and manufacturing skill, to such an
Sxtent that we conld relieve European centers of any
turther plane production. But the Liberty motor was not
onlyasad ¢ ppoi but a definite di:
Tealy had to continue building Fiat and Isotta-Fraschini
2030\1. and France and Great Britain had 1o g0 on making
T owD )pes. We were respansible for the necessity ta
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use a large part of very scarce shipping tonnage to canry
faw materials to them for these airplane motors.

An infinitesimal percentage of Liberty motors gat into
real action. None that I know of was used by our Allies.
Yet we continued to produce them in largenumbers. Afew
American DH4's did get across. Some were used for obser-
vation, some for light bombing, The boys did not like
them. They soon got the name “Flying Coffin," and the
Liberty motor was considered a jinx. I fully expected a
scandal to break over this Liberty motor equal to the san-
dal over rotten beef during the Spanish-American war. It
didn’t. A Jot of people were lucky. Esen after the war,
with every single fiyer in the Air Service from General
Billy Mitchell down knowing the Liberty's faults, the
greed went right on. Some powerful interests were in-
volved.

Alter I had returned to the House from my war service,
I found a plan~strangely enough comng from the War
Department—to appropriate for the purchase of another
10,000 Liberty motors. The bays in the Air Service were
hot under the collar, They kept me well informed. They
knew that some influence was working somewhere to put
over those additional Liberties. The tdea had not come
from the Air Service. They already had thousands of these
motors fying around the country.

I started 1o kick up a row. It was said that these Liber-
ties would be useful in the cvent of another war, We were
told that we would never be cought agamn with an airplane
shostage if we had those 10000 additional Libertics,
packed in oil and held in resenve. It sounded good  So
sure were General Motors and other compantes who had
contracts to make Libertics that they were going o get new
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comsacts, that they went right on turning out thest
tors. 1 introduced 2 resolution of inquiry—a tremend
usefol Jegistative weapon, very seldom used. The v
Liop i ughly technical and unless propesly drawn ¢
\hrown out on a point of order. IE, however, it dov
Mg, it 38 privileged after eight days, and the Hc
compelled to vote on it

My resolution asked that the War Department
the House of the number of Libesty motors on b
order, belonging to the War Department, with th
ber of each motor. 1 had 2 tough time, but 1 fnally
reolution through. The demand for the 10,000 n
ey motors seemed suddenly to die. Finally, th
ane in, the answer to my inquiry. It was one t!
ume with just columns and columns of numhers o

e v Amann
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tough ground fighting and anillery bombardment neces-
sary as well,

The draft act, the foreign loan and trading with e
enemy acts, the espionage laws, the food and aviation bills
were out of the way by the beginning of July, I became
very sestive. I had told the young men in my district that
if 1 should vote for putting them into the Army, I would go
myself, and personally I was eager to get into action, Iwas
thirty-four years old, physically fit but too shost to become
a foot soldier. Whatever further war measures might be
needed could easily pass the House without my vote. So I
was ready to go to the front and determined to do so.



On Active Service

1
OM: AFTERNDON about the middle of July 1917 Luent
down o the Southern Rashway Building in Washington,
where the Aviation Section of the Signal Corps was recruit-
. 1 never saw such a collection of applicants: young,
<eancut college boys who had heard about flying but knew
notuag dbout it; acrabats and tumblers who thought that
becawse they uere good on the tightrope and trapeze, they
would be able 10 fly. and a large miscellaneous group of
boys withour the necessary edutanonal background who
were eages to et into the war, and the quicker the hetter.

1 made out an application blank along with the rest.
These blanks were given a quick scanning, and :f the ap-
Phiant seemed to have some quahfications, he was gnen a
medical examination, I passed those two hurdles all nght.
Then came a test before one of the higher officers. T was
turmed grer o Mogor WA, Lamed, the tenmis champian,
2 fine, cordial genteman who later ended his hfe tragically
by swade,

1 had pur nothing on my application blank to indicate
that 1 was a member of Congress. Major Larned was im-
pressed by the fact that 1 had had some hule ying train-
g in 1915, but he didn't think much of Jawyers as
material lor the Axe Senice. Headed mesf i would ac-

Y






Oy AcTive SERVKE 163

and was familiar with the names of members, particularly
\hest who had taken an active interest in supporting the
bill. He asked me if 1 was selated to Congressman La
Suardia. 1 asked him jf that would make any difference
ont way or the other. “No, nut at all,” he said. T asked
bign 1f there would be any prejudice against a Toember of
Congress or 2 member of a Congressman's family being
eommissioned, o if such action would require special ap-
proval from higher up. He sard that theis need was very
wgeat, and such approval would not be necessary, that the
Air Service wonld be only too happy to get the right man
for the night place. 1 then told him that I was the Con-
gressman, bue that I did not want anyubung said about it
unel ¥ got overseas. He said he would forget it.

1 was certamm in my own mind that precedeats were am-
e against a man holding a seat i Congress and a com-
mussion i the Army at the same time. But I felt that it
would be good for Congress and good for the Army to have
wome of us serving abraad, for 1t would pravide a whofe-
wme Yaison and do away with a great deal of grousing
about Cangressmen sending others to war but not going
themselves. Congress was bound to be better informed
about the war if some of 1ts members served. Membeny of
the Brituh Parhament were serving with the armed forcer
and retaiming their seats.

Representative John Q Tilson, member of Congres
from New Haven, Connecticut, had gone o the Mexien
border in 1916 with the Natonal Guard and retained hi
saat in Congress. 1 talhed the matter over with Colont
Tidson when 1 was getsing ready to join up. He advise
me that if § feft I should ge into the Army, should stmp!
do 50, and that if both sides of the House agreed with m
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Dot to exceed my military pay, wip my rights to both Con-
8resstonal insurapee and military ris}, insurance assigned
%0 the banh, Thg, was the way I financed myself. Durin,
the closing days of the special session of the 66th Congress,
ne Congrcssmen who had 8One to war v, €re voted our pay,
50 it turned gy¢ all right in he end.

Lrecened My commission 55 a first lieutenany ip the
Aviatton Section of the Signal Corps op August 16, 1917,
> point of em,.
met Major Leglie
tingent, an alert, in.

days we Managed (o get (he whole 150 ¢
Mtznuhlle. Major McDuly advised e
andcquxpmcm, which | obuained,
Our ontingent a5 certain]
Exery one of them a5 5 colle;
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the issue would never be raised. Representative Augustus
P. Gardner, of Massachusetts, son-in-daw of Senator Henry
Cabot Lodge, had resigned his seat in Congress in 1917 ta
become 3 major in the Quartermaster Corps. Representa-
tive Victor Heintz, of Chio, went into a Cinannati regi-
ment and retained his seat, as did Representative Royal &
Johnson when he enlisted and went to an officers training
camp. Finally, Representative McLemore, of Tews, intso-
duced a bill in the House granting me a leave of absence
while I was in the Army. so that I would not hase 1o e
sign my seat. His resolution was referred to the Commit-
tee on Elecuons, but no definite ruling was ever obtained
on the basic problem imvohed.

Incidentally, during the time when I was Disector of
Cwilian Defense in World War I and sat 1 President
Roosevelt's Cabinet, the matter of Congressmen going into
the armed services and retaining their seats came up lor
discussion. Fresident Roosevelr asked Attorney General
Biddle to look nto the matter, [ told him the precedents
following the Civil War, which 1 had looked up and which
scemed to be against the practice, and of my own experi-
ence in World War 1. 1 pointed out that it seettied to de
pend on what he would hie to have for the answer. The
President was amused and. turning to Mr. Biddle, said- "1
guess we will let it go for the present, Francis.”

The sergeant-at-anms ol the House, on the advice of at-
torneys, decided that I was not entitled to draw pay as a
Congressiman while in the Army My pay as a Congress
man was $7.500 a year, and as a fint heutenant $2,000.
Under this ruling 1 could not draw pay for suy Congres-
sional astachés or for myself. Iarranged wath the Riggs Na-
tional Bank in Washington to give me a drawing account,
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reported at che field alter breakfast and went 1o town for
tunch, We accusaulated quite a lot of ration money which
was put iato our company fund, and Frank was very useful
because he did a Jot of barbering and ran errands for the
bops at Mineola and on board shup.

One day Major McDill gave me a War Department
orter for 156 passages on any passenger liner sailing from
the port of New York. We looked up the sailings and
pitked the Cunard Line’s §.5. Carmania, McDill told me
1 go ahead and book the passages. 1 went down to the
Cunard Lane offices on lower Broadway, displayed my
order and asked for 156 firstclass passages  This was the
first time the company had carried any aviation cadets, and
the head of the passenger division was dubious about giv-
ing me first<lass passages for them. I gave him all the
arguments 1 could think of, but the only thing that really
impressed him was my statement that I knew what [ was
talking about because 1 had helped shape the law that
reated such cadets. I told him I knew it was the intent ot
Congress that these cadets were entitled to firseclass pas-
1ge. (At least, T thought s0) At any rate, I got the 156
frstclass uckets Major McDill's eyes almost popped out
when [ showed him the big bunch of first<lass passages.
He semarked that if we got away with that, we were good,
but he warned me that the yesponsibility was mine,

Well, this incident proved sery interesting, It estab-
lished a precedent, which was fater approved by the
Comptroler General of the United States. 1 am glad it
was, Otherwise l‘\\ould hz\fe been stuck for the duffep-
ence lmuc?n soldier rate-third-class or steerage—and firss-
class 1 think the difference was about $150 a ticker, 1
would hase been hard put to it 1o find $23,400,
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orders to send the fiying cadets who had been piched to g
to ftaly, to Rrucish fying schools instead and to report with
we and our medical staff to headguarters is Pasis. We
were, of course, sorry to lose our men, for everyone had
gown fond of one another in the time we had been to-
gether, Our cadets were trained in England and came out
of the war with distingnished records; the S
them were also very high.

In Pans Major McDull and I learned that a cadet corps
of 700 men was being fonmed there to go to Jtaly, Abouta
buadred of them were alxeady at the ltalian training field
at Foggia, an important aviation center in that war and
which became an important aviation center again during
World War IL It was my father's birthpface.

Before we left the United States | had been made a cap-
tain. Major McDsll, our medical officess and X left Paris
for Jualy with 125 cadets in two railroad cars, These men,
%ho had been detached from their original outfits to raake
Up part of our group, 1 discovered, had received no pay
and thas no provision had been made for rations for them.
[ fact, they had already gone ane fult day without any
food. I made arrangements for rations for our detachment
M stations en voute 10 Italy. We made the journey withaut
t0o much hardship, though by no means in any luxury, for
there were no sleeping accomriodations on our troop trais,
At Foggia we reported to Major William Org Ryan, 2

former West Pawt graduate, and a cavalry officer wha later
became a major general,

among

2

The Unuted States government had arranged with the
Tulun government ta give our Myers their pr:lmumry
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But my troubles were just starting. Our detachment left
Mineola by train and arrived at the picr in the Qld Chelsca
district of New York at six in the morning. Our boys soon
took over the ship and were running all ever the decks.
Suddenly, a ship's officer came running around shouting,
“Major in charge of aviation detachment, major 1 charge
of aviation detachment.” Major McDill responded and
was told that the colonel in command of personnel wanted
him to report to him at once. It was regulation for the
senior commanding officer m rank on a ship arrying
troops 10 act as commandwng officer of all Army personnel
aboard.

“For goodness’ sahe, La Guardia, 1 tald you we would
have trouble,” Major McDill said. I went wath him to see
the commandng colone!l. He was funous, and he erdered
MeDill te send our flymng cadets down 1o sicgrage a1 onge,
since they were not yet commusioned officers. 1 nsisted
that they had the status of comnussioned officers and wese
entitled to firstclass passage. The colone! wanted to know
what ¥ had 10 do with it. 1 told hum that I had obumed
the tickets and that 1 had attended the muad conferences
concerming our detachment e was surprised and even
more surprised when 1 sold him that 1 had taken part 1
the discussions which created an Asr Service when the asias
tion bill was up before Congress, In thar way 1t came out
that I was a member of Congress. Though the colonet was
stil fuming when the ship pulled out at the siolauon of
the customs he bad been used 1o in the Army, we managed
to win the argument. We did have tw send our “cood,”
Frank Giordano, Alberz Spalding and a few clerks down o

steerages
When we landed in Liverpool. Major Melisll received
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arders ta send the lying cadets who had been picked to il
1o ltaly; ta British fiying schools instead and 1o report with
me and our medrcal siaft to headquarters 1w Pans. We
were, of course, sorty to lose our men, for everyone had
gowa fond of one another in the time we had been to-
gether. Qur cadets were trawed in England and came out
of the war with distinguished records, the lties among
thers uere also very high.

In Pans Major McDill and X Jearned that a cadet corps
of 700 men was being formed there to go to Jtaly. Aboura
huadred of them sere already at the 1talian trataing field
2 Foggia, an 1mportant aviation center in that war and
which became an important aviation center again during
World War [I, It was my father's birthplace,

Before we left the United States 1 had been made a cap-
tain. Major McDull, our medical officers and 1 left Paris
for Ialy with 125 cadets in 1wo ratlroad cars. These men,
who had been detached from their onginal outfis to make
up part of our group, I discovered, had received no pay
and that no provision had been made for rations for them.
fn fact, they had already gone one full day without any
foot. 1 n1ade arrangements for rations for our detachment
3t stations en route to Italy, We made the journey without
100 much hardship, though by no means in any fuxury, for
there were o sleeping accommodations on our troop tratn
At Foggia we reported to Major William Ord Ryan, :

former West Pownt graduate, and a cavalry officer who fatey
became a major general,

2

The United Stases gosernment had arrahiged with the
lulian government 1 give our Hyers their preliminavy
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irhorne, 1 realize that you were gaining altitude and
were under your own control. It was exciting to make
your first fall ciscle of the field and come dowa again. The
caly one wha suffered during that first solo fight was the
instructor, who, watching from the ground, anxiously
awated yous safe return. He could never tefl whether we
would land on the proper spot o even an the ficld at all.
But the casualues in our preliminary training were very
Yow. It was true ther, and pethaps is true today, that the
aptiude of 2 fiyer could be pretry well determined by hix
fnst solo Right,

Very few of our boys had ever been off the ground be-
fore they got to Italy, and naturally they were all excited
by their prehminary training. After it was compteted, the
caets got thets wings and their commissions. Classifica-
tion of flyers as pilots, navigators and bombers was as
pomitive and crude a8 the traimng itselt. The Byer’s own

preference was the deciding factor. We had no such thing
a the careful il

g for aptitudesgiven the fly during
Warld War 11

Our part of the training center at Foggia was divided
into two camps, West Camp and South Camp. 1 was given
ommand of West Cassp. When Major Ryan, in command
of the whole detachment, and 1 locked over the orders, ne
disconered that our cadets were supposed to get the rations
of Talian enhisted men, These consisted of 2.20 pounds
of dark hlack bread, issued in the morning, with a canteen
of 3 black finid substituung for coffee, The big meal of the
day was at noon and consisted of a boiled macaroni paste
ot some other atarch dush, a Jadle of melted lard, and a
handful of salt. Once a week there was a diminutive piece
of boiled meat and some soup. Supper consisted of a bowl







Ox Active Servicg 173

94t papers ang said the Italizy Bovernment haq paid the
buls 1 hag contracted anq ypqq NOW trying to ollect the
Boney from the Amencan 8Overnmen; under the Mmaster
teemeny between laly ang the Uniteq States for the
tiaing of cadets,

Texphineq to the genery) that it seermeq a very simple

atter g e, Then he tossed the Army Tegulations ap e
fain,

"Is thag oy that is troubling yoy, Generaly asked, “Jf
©1an haveap that changeq very easily,

Ilhoughl the map Would byrg, with Tage. He Pounded

€ desk violenly, called me insoleny, impertinen, and de.
wh. i

unded OW whar | meant by saying thag 1 could
change Army "egulations, ypyycp, Would take ap yeq of Con.
Bressio accomplysh,

“Well, 1 AR getan act of Congress,” 1 saxd,
Colongy Monnen burg;

out laughing. “Genera),» he
d, may as ey admug ¢h, 1o one 3¢ 8oing tg he
murbmanmled for iis thing, Apy La Guarg;, OWs whag
Congress “ould do if . Teturned and oq them aboyy 4,
My, ardua s member of Congress
You neyer 54w a map change o5 fast as 1, Beneral dig
when e heard as a STessman, For the firge
lime gince had come nto (he 0om, he e to e
Xated, then exply, ed 1n

Fogma When } crred 1
Army Tegulations agan ang Ponted gy th. e hard.
lhxp; Were <ssany, | Stopped ), and sajq thag iy Was nog
2 Quesion of some j Tdships by f either [ccdmg the
)3 Pracucyy VING them ¢ Insisteq that the
Qluncnmncu office coulq Ot pay for i
€Ause unger tus belg, ed A
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of gruel or vegetable soup and some more of the black
Ruid.

1 could not see how we could keep Americans, used 10
our diet, healthy on that kind of food. Major Ryan and I
talked the situation over and arranged to get our men fed
temporarily at the Italian officers’ mess. Before long, how-
ever, the full complement of 700 Americans would be
occupying the post, and we could no¢ continue this tem-
porary arrangement. I suggested that we contract with a
caterer to feed the men, We worked out a regular Ameri-
can breakfast, or as near to it as we could get under existing
conditions. At mid-day we provided for a big, well-bal-
anced meal, with a meat or fish course every day. We
worked out a typical American supper. Major Ryan was
rather doubtful about cur authority to carry out this plan,
but I told him that I thought we had to do it unless he
could figure out any other way to get the men proper ra-
tions. It was I who signed the contract with the caterer.

After our rationing system had been functioning satis-
factorily for several months, I was suddenly ordered by
telegram to report to the Chief Quartermaster’s office at
Taurs, France. I was instructed to bring along with me all
data, records and the contract for feeding the cadets. I do
not remember the name of the general I was to see, but he
certainly was waiting for me.

After 1 was ushered wnto his office by his aide, Colonel
Monnell, the general opened up on me right away. He
stated that he was reporting the matter ta the Judge Adro
cate General and charged me with violating the law, disre-
garding Army regul; q dering public funds and
acting generally like a convict, or something like that,
sather than an aofficer and a gentleman. Then he pulled




On Active SExvice 175
the equipment in World War 1 for speed, striking power
aad destructiveness. .

The United States lrad entered into an agreement with
Taly in 1917 10 buy a large number of planes, None of the
onders had been fulfilled by the time we got to Italy. Tl"le
United States had ordered about a thousand reconpais-
fance planes of a particular type. On paper it was the most
besunful design 1 had ever seen, and the plane was in
production, These SIA's had been used on the fualian
front for some time. A new type of SIA with increased
speed and efficiency was the ene on order for the United
Sutes, Though they were being turned out, I noticed a
haitancy about making deliveries. As we were frantic for
quipment, we wondered why we were not geiting de-
Wy, 1 lamed the real story. 'The new type was not
stshactary, and in several tests fiyess had been killed, Italy
44 not want 1o delives the planes to us unul the govern-
Ment was sure of the plane. By inquiries in air circles we
Enally leamed that the new plane was structurally weak,

Finally, delivertes of these new SIA’s were made 1o us at
Foggiz, and Yarge numbers of them were also delivered 1o
our Air Force in “Tours. Our experience with the plane
Proved no better than that of the Jalians. We had a Jieu-
tenane of Marines attached to us at Foggia., How be ever
g there none of us ever koew. Licutenant jordan was
the first American 1o fly one of those SIA'S; it buckled
usder him, and he was hilled.

1kept the US Asr Service in Tours inforned about the
SIA planes. Then one day 1 infarmed the ftalian factary
®aking them that we did not care to receirve any more of
shem at Foggia. 1 tecommended to "Tours that the owder
for them should be cancrlled at once. Deliveries were held
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to be fed in accordance with regulations, either in organ-
ized messes for which there was specific allowance orona
specific per diem cash basis per man. 1 tried to get him to
understand how impossible it would have been 1o tum our
700 men loose in a smalt community Iike Foggia to forage
for themselves on a per diem allowance and pointed out
that he knew as well as I did that no food was coming from
the United States to Foggia to enable us to set up a vegula-
tion mess.

“Don't worry about having this bill paid,” T suggested 10
the general. “I think it will be paid aff right. I antici-
pated that we might have a little trouble, and I think Ian
fix that.”

We parted as friends, and I weat ta Paris, where | talked
the matter over in the office of the Air Service headquar-
ters and presented the problem of financing to General
Charles G. Dawes, who later became Vice President of the
United States and was then chairmas of the Interallied
Finance Commission. He enjoyed a big laugh when he
heard of my interview with the general in Tours. The
whole matter was settled by General Dawes in less than
three minutes; he arranged to have the Inlian government
present a separate bull for aur food to the Interatlied Fi-
nance Commission.

We had no disciplinary trouble at Foggiz. Our camp
was about five miles from the tawn, and the boys hept
pretty busy. Our main source of irritation was the short-
age of equipment which delayed our training schedules.
Coming from the United States, where in 1917 we had s
few military planes, we were impressed with the scarey of
Italian planes, though these cannot even be compared with
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Chrstmas time 1917 we had a problem. The boys had ac-
wumfaird leave and pay. There was nothing on Whlf-h
they could spend their money 1 Foggia. As our equip-
ment was behind schedule, Chrstmas leave would not de-
Ly these raning. We arranged for some of them to go to
Rome, where we planned proper prophylactic arrange-
meots. Bug we could not get accommodations for all of
them 1 Rome, 50 some had to go 1o Naples, where we
were unable to set up prophylactic stattons because of lack
of necessary personnel and supplies. Each man going to
Naples gave bus word that he would not expose himself to
wfection.

At the Yme Major Ryan was on special duty in France,
20d L'was in command, of the detachment. While we were
in the midst of our tmedieal precauuons, Dr. Kiel came to
my office and vold e that Captain Sprague, our senior
sedical officer, was wnsisung that Ammy regulations did
T permit supplies or pessonme? 1o be used a3 we were
plhanning 12 wse them. Soon afterwards Caprain Sprague
amnved at my office himself, with lus wstten disapproval
olour plans As commandung officer, 1 wrote out an off-
3l gider for the public health measures Captain Kiel and
1tad planned  Captan Sprague tefwsed 1o canry them
Sut, and 1 immediately placed hie under arrest and ap-
pointed Captain Kiel acung medacal officer. After the men
had left for thew leaves and our precawtions had been put
WD cifect, 1 released Sprague and testored him to his off.
el dutes When the mea setumed from leave, results
Proved excellent.

Nex lonz alterwards we teeeived a formal order request.
n3 that next ume Captain La Guardia was at GHQ Chay.
wont France, hie sepont 1o hndquanm of Surgeon Gen.
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3

We had only been seetled at Foggia a shart time when
¢ Baile of Caporetto began on the Italian front. The
# big smash came on October twenty-fourth at two
dock s the moming. 1t was terrific. Apparently, it had
ur to dawn on the Germans that there might, after all,
*an American Expeditionary Force, Therefore. they
ude their plans to breok through in ltaly, cut her off
o her Alltes by land, and run their western front right
owato the Swiss border.
The Germans had spread alarming reports in Italy of
be separate prace they were making with Russia. They
danied information that German and Austrian troops
vete being wamsferred in great numbers from the Russian
'font to the Jialian frontier, They predicted that Hinden-
*’“_’E would capture Rome. When the AustroGerman
e actually began on the Tialian front in October 1917,
Rwa erafualy headed with some German troops so that the
Utalians would the more readily believe that the hage num-.
bert of German troops on the Russian front were 2bout to
be hurded againse them. Some Italian regiments surven-
dmd because of this fear and the feeling of hopelessness
¥guns such supertor forces. This was some six or seven
months before Asmerican 1roops could get nto action in
8¢ numbers on the western front.
The fight at Caporesto was desperate, and lualy reatized
sreat danger. Pleas were made 1o the Supreme Allied
Command for reinforcements to be sent rapidly to lealy,
trerybody was presung for American troops, just a token
Teprexcnuation at least.

The retreat 1o the Prave began on November founk, and
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3

We had only been setted at Foggia 2 si,m time when
the Baute of Caparetto began on the Italian front. The
bt big smash came on October twenty-fourth at two
vdlock in the morning, It was temsific, Apparently, it had
tegun to dawn on the Germans that there might, after all,
b an Amencan Expeditonary Force. Therefore, they
made theix plans to break through in Italy, cut hcr' off
from her Allies by land, and yun 1heir western frong sight
£owD 1o the Swiss border.

The Germans had spread alarming reports ir{ Ttaly of
the wpatate peace they were making with Russta. They
plasted information that German and Austrian ‘roops
wat beng wansferred m great numbers from the Russian
front 1o the Ttalian frontier. They predicted that Hinden-
burg would capture Rome. When the AustroGerman
e aually began on the Tuatian front in October 1917,
twas trufuly headed with some German troops so that the
Tafians would the more readily behieva thas the huge nura
bers of German. troaps on the Russian front were about to
be husled against them. Some Lia¥ian vegiments surren.
dezed because of this fear and he feeling of hopelessness
3zumt such supcrior forces. This was some 5ix of seven
Tonths biefore American troops could get intg action in
a0y numberuon the western front,

The fight at Coporesto was desperate, and Taly realized
ber grean danger. Pleas were made 1o the Supreme Allied
Command for resnforcemenys to be seny, rapidly to Italy,
Evenybody was pressing lor American troops, just a token
Trptesentaton at least,

The tewreat to the Piase began on November fourth, and
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the Italians up to that time had lost huge numbers in
killed, wounded, missing and prisoners, as well as many
heavy guns. General Diaz took over the command of the
Italian Army from General Cadorna on November ninth.
The Italian recovery on the Piave began that day. By No-
vember twenty-second the talians had held their lines inn
and were counter-attacking. British and French divisions
which had been rushed to the front but held in resene
aided the Italians in December. The last Austro-German
attack was repulsed on Christmas Day, turning 2 tide that
threatened disaster for the whole Alled cause.

I had oceasion to meet General Diaz. He gave me an
oral message to take to General Pershing neat time T was
at American GHQ. He asked me to tell Pershing that the
situation in Italy was desperate, that Diaz was badly in
need of troop replacements, artillery, gas and such tanks as
were then available. He pleaded particularly for American
troops to bolster lialian morale. 1 reported alf this to Gen-
eral Pershing. On gowmng into his office to see Pershing, I
was a fittle nervous. But my tash was easier than 1 had
anticipated, and he soon made me feel at case  He brought
out the whole story by his few direct quesnons. Then he
told me of the demands upon him for American troops lrom
alf sides. He said that 1 might as well male it clear to the
Tralians that there would be no token representation of
American troops, that our troops would fight as a unit,
and not until we had a front of cur own and were in con-
dition 10 occupy it. General Pershung thought the kind of
detachment we had of American aviators in Italy was a
good thing, because it not only supplemented the Iajan
air force but gave our men valuable trasning on this actne

front.
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Thete can be na doubt thay Caporetto caused Ppanic in
My, Francesco Nitti, whom 1 hag met when he was in
Wahiagton with the Iahian migsion
13000 of war, wag Minuster of Finance,

n3tion to canry on

» while the Bagle of Caporetto was

one of my trips 1o Fanis, | Teported

o our hcadquznm and to the Amenican publ in an in.
the situation in Tea]
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vizn andiaircraft defense, though sometimes accurate, was
Doenearly 0 dezdly 25 antiaircratt fire is now. Before long
our pulais did not have much respect for it or fear of it.
Oa the whole our missions were Tather a tame job, They
wrmed exciting enough 2t the time, but their glamour bas
beea dimmed by the nasure of such things in World War
.

My companions in the Italian squadron with which 1
et on air raids were Major Pievo Negrotto, a member
o the Italian Patlizmentt, Captain Fred Zoppoloni, Italian
e bomber, and a rear gunner named Fumani. We worked
in the Piave district and made Qay and night forays into
Austna, T was the leirhand pilot in this plane and ako
wted 2y bombardier.

Uctore jouming the air sexvice, Major Negrotto had been
in the trenches in the Asiago district, We were flying over
that sectar one day and on our return fram 2 bowmbing
miion, Major Negroco suddenty decided he would like
1o1ke 2 look at his old trenches and strafe the enemy, now
i possession of them, with his machine gun, He swooped
down, and while we were thus engaged, we got separated
[rom ouy escott. When we ascended higher aguin to head
tor hame, two Austrian planes attacked us, ‘Things were
§etiing rather bot, and our Caproni had quite a few holes
in it, when some English planes came to our rescue, shot
downone of the Auwrians and drove the other away, One
Right when we were yetumming from a raid, we were qught
1 3 croarlight wyitem of searchlights and were in the
middle of 2 wellduected barvage of antiairerlt e, “The
searchlight was on us for a1 Yeast Jour minwees, Our ma-
thine way niddled with holes before we got back to our
own camp. Nofie of us wal hurt. Whenever we passed
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\as 1t war the usual formalides in peacetime would be
duspensed with, . .

The King and his staff were occupying a smkmg:&ookmg
building, right up in the front zonc, which T believe fad
been 2 monastery. Soon afier our 1eception by the King's
thanceflor and other members of his personal suff, Vietor
Emmanuel entered. He came up to me and addressed me
wordally, welcomed me to his teroporary home and hoped
that the day would soon come when 1 could visit him and
bis fasuly at their eal bome in Rome. The King asked
e many questions about America 1n yather rapidfire
wder, indicating 1o me that he knew about couditions and
had not just been bricfed at the last moment on particular
swhitets, By the time we sat down 0 dinner with ten or
taelye of the Kang's staff, we were conversing easily in both
Ialtan 2nd Englsh, which the King knew well,

1 0l the King of my meeting with Major Gabritle
A 1 had told d'A io that he and I had a
great deal wn comman. He had stiffened and asked what [
meant. “You are in the Air Service, so am 3. 1 answered.
“You make speeches, 1 make speeches 100, The people
don't understand your Italian, but they pretend they do.
They don’t understand me either, but they ask what 1 am
tying to say.” The Kng thought it very funny, but
d'Annunzio didn’t.

After dinner, the hung beckoned to me to join him in
front of 1he hireplace. We talhed of Ialy's poution in the
war One could see that Victor Emmanuel hated war and
was proud that his country could never be listed as a war-
monger. He construed the Triple Afliance with Genmany
and Autcria as purely defrnune and was opposed to Italy's
Joining those {wo counttics when they ateacked in 19{4
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morale speeches, Y went on a raid with my Italian team one
day to bomb an Austrian aviation camp. When we arrthved
over the camp, I dropped my bomb. Before I had time to
find out whether I had scored a hit, Captain Zoppoloni
made a sharp turn to the right, Iasked him what the result
had been, and Zoppoloni throttled down the motors right
over the barrage being sent up against us and shouted, "It
was the best speech you ever made.”

4

During our service on the Ialian front, King Victor
Emmanuel I came to Padua to spend the day. Aftera
General Suff luncheon, the King awarded decorations to
all branches of the service. I was very proud of the six
American flyers who were awarded the Fiying Cross of
Italy. I was somewhat embarrassed, however, when it
tumned out that the ltalian authonties had allotted seven
awards for American flyers. This caused them some em-
barrassment (0o, so they handed me the seventh cross. The
King was very cordial when he pinned the cross on me and
held me in conversation longer than usual, apparently be-
cause the error had attracted some attention.

Later, I veceived an invitation to dine with the King. [
took Albert Spalding along with me  He had now gor a
commission as lientenant and I was happy that he was as-
signed to our detachment in Italy, where he bemame our
adjutant. Oa the way to the King's headquarters we ex-
pected to be briefed on ctiquette, but His Majesty’s mili-
tary aide and the ather officers who accompanied us limited
the bricfing to a simple statement that since the country
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thae, Soon my plane was completely out of contro). It
Yicked around and fussed around, and there seemed noth-
231 coutd do. 1 had a map as a gasoline gide, and 1 soon
louad from it that 1 was several miles out of my caurse
snd beyond the hmits on my suap. 1 cruised around, and
et down low, trying to get my location by looking for
somrihing that seemed like a military installation. 1.must
Yave suddenly run 1nto an unusually strong gust of wind,
which orerturmed my plane, Fortumately my safery belt
brcke 2 | crashed, and that saved me from being crushed
uader the mator, After all, I was not able to leave for
Paris thae night. My injuries cansisted of some contusions
o8 the left iip, but after 3 short stay in ‘haspital, 1 was able
taget back to fiying duty and was w Paris by Apnil fourth.
By the spring of 1918 shipping had become such a crit-
ical problem that Italy was very short of supplies. Frantic
torts had to be made to enable her to fulfill her commit-
Tients to the United States for trucks, automobiles, air-
$lane motors and airplanes. The Italian government had
2contract with Spasn for delnvery of several thousand tons.
tfuzel, The lira, however, had deprecisted, and there was
&inger that ltaly would not be able to carry out this con-
Ut for vially needed steel. The lralians suggested that
the United States wake over the contract and get the steel
10 Ttaly, thus saving tonnage from the United States. It
setmed 3 simple enough arrangement, but there was some
batch an getung that steel out of Spain,
In Pasia § was wid 10 go to Span and make the necessary
umangement for the transler of the sieel contract from
llhc Tulan to the Amenican govemment. Cermany was
mnging gITal presure on Spain at the time to Wop deliv.
ency o Ttaly ¥ decided 1o take Licutenant Albert Spald.
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sugeted be wlk ta e, Johason was under indicment m
Ninois on 3 white shavery charge. He had jumaped bail
s0d inded up sn Madrid after barnstoruing in Europe.
Now, with the war on, he could not get out of Spain. He
wid me s Yong story and chaimed he had been persecuted
iaChicago. He wanted me to help hum getinto the Ameri-
an Army. 1 told him to write aut his whole story and
#tate tat e would accept service anywhere and perform
any duty asgned 1o him Al Y could do, 1 wamed him,
%28 13 et it 1o the hands of the proper militaty author-

ses,

Next day 1 got whiy leter from Jack Johnson:

“After wy Wik natk you yesterday, it occurred to me to
ak you to use yaur good offices in my behalf, 1am as good
 American as any one living and naturally 1 want to de
oy i, | firmly beliese T wasa'e faizly treated at home.

“Al 1 sk now 15 a chance 10 show my sincenty. Amer-
s my country,

“These's no position you could get for me that T would
onsider oo yough or 100 dangerous. § wn willing to fight
and die for my own country 3 cannot offer any more”

UseSerred Johnson's offer to the Adjutant General, mak-
™ 1 cear thar | dud not Mnow anything about his troubla
 Yihnon  § added chat T behirned it would be hard to
Leprne any American of the right to fight. But Jack John.
wn was turned down by both the Army 2nd the Navy.

While 1 was i Spain 10 June 1918, Y mee a \ery interest-
wig genfleran, Commuander Crowley, wdo had Tecently

come out of Russia, where the Bolhesihs had come ima
pomer only cight months before  Commander Crowley
had been our naval attaché Petrograd and was with.

drawss and sear 1o Span as qur navgl attaché, He tokt me






CHAPTER VIII

Back in the Fray

i

Tl: cavraen for renomination and re-clecton to
Congress bad begun in July 1918, While 1 was busy on
the lalan front, petstions had been circulated in my 14th
Congressonal Distrct by pacifists ashing that my seat be
declated vacant and 3 speoial clection to veplace me be
Beld tn the distnct. The Women's Peace Party, of 70 Fifth
Atenue, one of the most powerful peace organizations in
the courry, had ns ireadquarters within my district, and
9 very acune 1 arcatating pentions declaring that it
“a unconstitutiona)l for me o be in the Army and retain
@y seat 1 Congress. One of the teaders of this movement
w433 charming lady for whom I always had great regard,
Mss, Phatip Lydig, who afterwards became the wife of the
Reverend Perev Stcknry Gram, panor of the Church of
the Ascension, whom 1 was always proud to call a friend.

The slogan of the movement 10 unseat me was “Let's be
Repsesentad * and quite a few signatures appeared on the
Petivon Winle 1 was abroad, ¥ had cast the deciding vote
fur e worean sulivane amendmenmt The Wormen's TPeace
Pagty planned t0 sun a woman for my seat. Sam Koenig,
Republican leader sens 2 message to Speaker Clark: “No
Congresman should be punshed for culisting in war sene
e Speaker Clark told e afier | got back to the United

W
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dence in victery. During the rest of the summer, the Ger-
mans were steadily driven back by the combined force of
the French, British, Iralian and American troops.

On August 5, 1918, I was promoted to the rank of major,
a title some of my friends used for me for many years after
wards. After it looked certain that the German collapse
was only a matter of weeks, I was ordered home, an some
military planning mission, which fimally proved unneces-
sary because of the impending victory. Meanwhile, the
Congressional elections of 1818 were very near, and 1 ar-
rived in New York on Qctober twenty-eighth in time to
take part in the tag end of the campaign for my re-clection.
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Merit of War and Knight of the Crown, and they also
sressed my Tecord on labor unions and my activities with
them,

When 1 arrived back in New York int October and went
10 the Hotel Brevoort, reporters flocked to interview me
and told me that Scott Nearing's indictment was based on
the publication and circulation of a pamphlet by the
American Socialist Socicty called “The Great Madness,”
hich attacked the draft law and the Liberty Loans. 1 told
the reporters that 1 did not even Lnow what my opponent
locked like and therefore could not comment on hum. I
painted out that there were plenty of Socialists in England,
France, luly and Germany who were fighting for their
wuntrics, but 1 added this note of caution: “The question
of patriotism must ot be introduced into this ampaign.
Sott Neaning must have a fighting chance. 1 did not know
that he was under indi t, but ber this—und
the Laws of this country a man is innocent until he is
prned guilty.”

The results in the Congressional elections, since bi-
partisan nominations had been made, werea foregone con-
dusion. But otherwise the campaign was a hively one. Al
Smith was runming for Governor that year against Charles
S. Whitman, who was up for re-¢lcction. The night after
my artival in New York, l wenttoa political meeting at
the Lenox Assembly Reoms in Second Strest, at which
Gosernor Whitman was the spaker. The crond gave me
an enthusiastic teception when they caughe sight of me,
30 1 wasn't wurtied about my re-clection,

1 was anxious to get back to work in the House of Re;
1oentatives 1 did not wait for the tegular i
mobilization to take 1 lon; g ar process of de-

g course. 1simply sent in wmy
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the war, tred of heaning about it, and in no moed to face
theis esponsibitities for postwar zeconstruction of the
devastared and their disrpted Not
enough Americans realized the great significance of those
problems. The public wanted to forget Evrope. forget war
and ygrore the problem of preventimg future wars. The
Tesut was that Europe was to become once more a festile
breeding ground for world war.

The Yack of information tu this country on European
pofitits, even as late as Avmistice Day 1918, was aswu{xd~
iog, The indifference 1o Europe and the world situation
in general was noticeable everywhere. There was great re-
Juicing over the Alhied victory There was acceptance of
the fact that we had rendered & useful service to humanity
in wepping n and preventing the military autocracies of
the Hph and the Hapsb from iling the
world, There the Amencan people seemed satished to
place a penod. “Now let's get the boys home; tet's mind
our own busimess from now on,” was the aiimude. We
were gowg w0 have no more wars. We would cut our
budget and reduce taxes, We did not feel we needed any
large mibtary establishment. There was a tendency to be-
Wine that the agncultural meevests had had too much to
Wy dunng the war and must be deflated in favor of the
manulacturng and financial wntevests. There seemed no
it 10 our resources. Now seemed the time for big ine
vestments with our surplus capial Efficiency in industry
was said (0 be promoted by big mergers of big companics.
We must keep Amernica dean by achang out all Socialists
and Jeaving no place for torewn “isms™ 1 American bie,
These slogans of the day were not aff written down in any
ofie hist. Each ttem was guven careful consideration, how-
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itown together and passed. ‘The Bureau of Supplics of
de Was Department wtended to turn over Azmy surplus
coppes 1o thie copper interests on terms that gave them fees
they weze not entiled 1o and enabled them to keep up the
peice of copper beyond what it should have been. The
pper people were even 10 get {ees for sellistg the govern-
weny's coppes to themsefves, § brought out this scandal
into the open on the floor of the House.

“The Army tad malions of cans of carned beef and voast.
beet and miltions of pounds of bacon in its warehouses
after the war. ‘The head of the Bureau of Surplus Supplies
asked the advice of the packers, who had sold these sup-
ples to the govemment at a good profit, about what ke
should do wath them. “They 10l him, among other things,
that the Amencan people could nat eat the bacon the gov-
emment had paid good money for to feed its soldiers, 1
had caten 1t often in Evrope, and { was able to testify that
it was excellent bacon. Buc the packers wold their friend
1n the Surplus Supphes Bureau that 1t would have to be
recured. The director of that burean also testified that he
could not sell six-pound cans of corned beet and Toast beet
because no family 1 this country could use six pounds at
aume “Evidently the corps of experts are not familiar
with vital stansuics o appetites of famihes,” I suggested 1o
the House. When we asked i committee hearings what
the divector was going to do with all that good food, he
said vaguely that hie thought be might find 2 marker for it
m R or Bowniz or Henzegovinal 1 pointed our
that those countries niever had used canned beef and, in
fact, wsed very little meat at all. 1 also wmaintained thay
you could not find 2 can apener in all of Rumania jn 191y,

The headt of the Bureau of Suppties, swho gor §25,000 2







Back v THE FRAY 205

3

9 ¥ was proud of my role in reducing the Army
of the Unsted States. 1 know now what a mistake 1 made.
1 find that I sud 1n the Homse on August 28, 1919 “1
think, the best thang 1 ever dud in sny short legishtive hife
wasin apposion o the appropriation bidl i which we cut
down the Asmy from 507,000 to an average of 300,000
But { went through another world war, and after it was
ot | wiote an article which was publuhed in The
Readers Digest for Apmi 1947 ensisled “Why 1 Now Be-
besein Unvenal Milnary Traming

Ia thav article * 1 confessed that 1 had helped my coun-
1y W make one of the most ser3ous Mstakes n its hustory.
Aswewere in danger of repeating the same tragic blunder,
twanied to confess Secretary of War Newton D Baher
had come belore the House Mistary Affaws Comminee
1939 and had ashed for a peacenme army of a million
en, haif to be enhisted voluntarily, hall to be conscripted.

Shotking! Why on earth was Mr. Baber ashing for such
exreme acuon?

Secserary Baker explaned that our tesponsbilities ua-
der the Poace of Versailles would be grave, and greatest of
alt would be our obligation 1o see that peace was mam-
wmed  He sud unless we did our full share~and that m.
cluded backing up our policy with strong armament—we,
the membiers of the Mihitary Affarrs Commnee, would Ine
 se¢ another—and fay more tervible~warld war.

Cowld anvtlung sound more preposterous® So we per-

suaded ourselves’ Had we oot just overthrown the malitary

sutacraties of the Hohenallerns and the Hapsburgs? Was
* Quoind 10 paet hetews by perimisaon of The Readoes Drgear
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e, and it may trurhfully be said that we paid very highly
Brit. We have a great deal more experience now.

1see 2 tendency already to refuse sufficient men for the
ailtary establishment; seluctance fully to asume tl}c
eonly responsibilitses of peace. Indeed, 1 see a certain
tuidity, even on the part of the War Depanument, as well
2 the administration, in presenting to Congress clearly
and foreefully all the facts that make peacetime tramning
fecerary, Even the latest recommendauion of 2 six
manthy traimng penod 1s ineffectsve, it's wrong and every-
body an the War Department knows 1. I's not enough.

ladvocate 2 system of nmversal, national traiming thar
will exemp no onte. But why such drastic steps for pre-
paredness, the slepuc ashs. In the same words, the mame
tane of voice that I used back in 1919, be demands to
know

“Who 1 genting ready to fight us? Who is going to start
trouble agmn? Who wants another war? Who?”

Cod nows, ¥ do not. ‘That 13 why 1 speak s0 blundy
Raw, while there 1s sufl time 1o avoad another war, We
dare not wgnare the present world sstuation  No man can
preditt the groupings of nauons, tuendly ar antagonistic,
shauld the world be cutsed with another confiict. None ot
U3 wants war, but do yau kuow anyone who can give uyan
assurance that 1t will not come again?

Many of us are devating atl of our effarts to bring about
3 better undesstanding among the peaples of the world.
But 1 a frightally reatusuc lesson { have feamned that to
advocate preparedness is not ae all incompatble with 2
tonsumng, desire far peace,

3 skepuies challenge the meaning 1 draw from bitter
expentence, 1 must 1y to them (speaking entizely from
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R world, But I cannot forget various phases oi.World
Wae 1 and World War 15, through which I intimately
Ined. T believe that perhaps 1 was closer than most 1o the
tusking 1n our country as well as to the thinking of Eurg-
pean goemments. 1 tried to learn as I went along.

Many of sy friends thought I was wrong in 1937 when
1 warned our country that Hitler was ptunging the wor!d
1940 another wat, Anyone slightly fambar with the pt':ht-
el history of Europe should have seen what was coming.

Our anude, though well meamng and with the best
intentions, is so shaping 2s agamn to strengthen Germany.
Once more the foohish idea of 2 strong buffer state! Gere
many must never be permitted to become strong-no oue
an foretelt to whom she will lend that strength. 1 do not
Wt o be cruel, but we must be firm. Twice Germany
%ent 10 war and gwen the chance she will go to war again.
We aze maling a tragic mistake to play Germany against
other European powers. The combmation will be quite
diffecent the third ume  Genmany must be occupied untid
alt the children of fire years of age today have passed their
twenty fifth binthday, and cven after that she must be
policed a3 1o armaments.

For alt these teasons 1 see nothing wrong in every
youth being given the advantage of traiming and expent-
enice as well as the opportunity of serving his country The
tesult can be nathing but beneficial to the individual as
well ay useful 10 the country.

¥ hope others will not make an evén more tragic mistake
than U made 1 1919,






Back N THE Frav 21

purely as 2 war conservation measure. The Volstead Act,
designed 1o enforce Prohibition, had not been drawnupby
Representanve Volstead as chasrman of the Judheiary Com-
mittee, ot any member of that commttee. It had been
drawn up for them by dry organizations, particulatly the
Aqd Saloon League  These organizatons had na inteation
of providing real enfoscement of Profhubition. 1€ that ever
cime about, they would have had to go out of business.
‘The anly dry organization which 1 believed o be on the
lovel was the Women's Chinstian Temperance Union.

In speeches on the floor of the House in favor of Pro-
bibition, a great deal was suid about the “foreign element.”
‘They were supposed to be domg so much drinking in our
large cities, ¥ yeminded the House that this so-calied “for-
cign element” was not the consumer of whisky and other
hard Yiquors. They perferred light wines and beer. 1 also
poinied out that most of the foreign-bom in our caties had
all they could do to buy food and shelter for their families
at the Ingh prices prevathng during and especially right
after the war They couldn’t afford hiquor. Raghe in my
own districy, whick comprised 250,000 people in the heart
of New York. Guty, many af them fareigadom, or the chil-
dren of foreyzn-born, you didn’t see the excessive drmking.

The House had also been argutng about how much
alcohol it ook €0 get a man drunl, and there was 2 Tot of
foose tatk about the temible effects of excesy drinking, I
tald the House that 1 had no Lnawledge of that because
thete had been nothung like that in my family or among
my assocsates “None of my ancestors had thay failing,” ¥
sad  1raced it way bodk and the only one of my ances.
wn 1 could find who drank 10 excess was a eertain Nera,
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and that the peaple of the United States can have no
fnendsinp for the people of any country who will permit
o wolerate such conduct in their countzy” The resolu-
tion abio ealied on our Tepresentatives at the Peace Con-
fesence 10 warn such governments that they could expect
0 assistance from the Umted States L.

This resolution was tead 2t a huge mass meeling in
Madisaa Square Garden  That called attennion to the sub-
jert throughout the country The Tesolution was con-
tidered by the House Commuttee on Foreign Affairs.
Wit tho weeks the State Department issued 2 state-
ment declanng that satasfactory assurances had been ob-
tained from the Pobish government that there would be no
fepestion of the Jewssh pogroms Some Poles tn this coun-
Y didn's hike me after that, and they tried to mftuence
Americans of Polish descent as well as other atizens tovote
aganst me

Congressmen durnng my early terms, as well as later,
were subjected 10 many socal soheuations, along with the
oher official and unofficial inhabnants of the nation’s
apmal In my tme as 2 Congressman there were two well-
known hists submtted by professional party planners o as-
Pnng hosts and hostesses. How many such hsts there are
now § would not knew. But everything has expanded
greatly since 1919 The names of prospective guests were
%old by these social planners at so much per head, Eligible
bachelors were parucularly desirable. Hostesses piched the
ensemble of thewr dinner, tea and codhtail parues and
othey functions from these professionat fists, A Hood of
nvatons followed, and 1 got my share. 1 pard no atten
ton 1o them.

But 1 did accept one formal social imvatatian, aside from
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ame nand started a conversation with me. “How do you
Lhe the panty?” he ashed. “Why, § never saw such a bunch
o auts before;* 1 answered. "T'm goiog ‘Want to come
along” “Tan'y” he sad, “T'm your host.”

1 thought ty socral career was uined forever, but soon
aherwards the same host and hostess wanted to give 3
dimer party with me as the guest of honor, on the grounds
@t T had been “so amusmg " But mot even my good
Inead Senator Calder could get me to submit to that one.
1 guess Vm still o the blacklist

When Congress tecessed in the summer of 1919, I
planned to put 1n the time before the next session catchung
up on reading and scudying subjects n which T was partic-
ularly tnterested, such as old age pensions, unemployment
mwnnee and umprovements in our tabor laws. 1 had
hardly got horse to New York, however, when 1 was in-
formed that the House Miltary Affawrs Commtice had
sewhhed to make a tour of tmspection 1 Europe. Since the
Republicans had carned the House the previous Novem-
ber, | was placed on that tig committee, which was con-
udered a distinet recogniuon for a young member. Though
th new commattee had not yet been formally elected by
the House, the otd had

ded

an invi
10 the newly dengnated members, and T was asked to jain
the junket.

We left New York on the 85 Leviathan. From the mo-
ment § st {oot on the ship, unul 1 got back hame, 1 could
not help but feel the difference between going overseas as
3 soldier and gomg over as 2 member of an imvesugating
commttee of Congress Tabe my advice. i at any time
you have thie chotce, pick the latterl

THE END
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